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I.  
Economic and

Infrastructure Development



2016

NEDA also launched the Public Investment 
Program Online System, or PIPOL, which is 
an online database for government projects. 
Included in this database are comprehensive 
details of government projects, plus their status 
updates.

Ambisyon Natin 2040

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte has signed Executive Order (EO) No. 5 approving and 
adopting the 25-year long-term vision for the Philippines or “AmBisyon Natin 2040” 
on 12 October 2016. 
Under the EO, the four Philippine Development Plans (PDPs) to be crafted and  
implemented until 2040 shall be anchored on AmBisyon Natin 2040 which proposes 
that “By 2040, the Philippines shall be a prosperous, predominantly middle-class 
society where no one is poor. Our peoples will enjoy long and healthy lives, are 
smart and innovative, and will live in a high-trust society.” This ensures sustainability 
and consistency of strategies, policies, programs, and projects across political 
administrations.

2016
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The Legislative Executive Development and Advisory Council (LEDAC) has been 
reactivated to address institutional, legal, and policy issues to facilitate faster 
implementation of infrastructure projects. Issues being discussed are:

Since June this year, the NEDA Board has approved 17 projects. Among several, these 
approved projects included among these approved projects is the Phase I of the Metro 
Manila Flood Management Project, the EDSA Bus Rapid Transit Project, the Plaridel 
Bypass Road Project, the New Cebu International Container Port Project, the South 
Line of the North-South Railway Project, and the New Nayong Pilipino at Entertainment 
City plus other agricultural and regional development projects.
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‘DUTERTEnomics’ Adopted a 10-point economic agenda towards sustainable 
economic development and growth.
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2017

Economic Gains and Investments

6.9% Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth in  the third quarter of 2017. 
Manufacturing, trade, real estate, renting and business activities were the main 
drivers of growth for the quarter.
Announcement of the Three-year Rolling Infrastructure Program (TRIP) 2018-
2020: 1,313 region-specific infrastructure projects amounting to PhP157.44 billion.
Memorandum No. 12 - approval and signing of the 2017 Investment Priorities Plans 
(IPP)
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2018

Economic Growth

Subic-Clark Railway Project

The country’s economy has been continuously growing. 
According to the National Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA), the Philippine economy “has been 
growing at least 6 percent for 14 consecutive quarters 
now.” “This is the strongest economic growth we have 
seen since the mid-1970s,” according to Former Secretary 
Ernesto Pernia. Further, as of third quarter of 2018, the 
country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 6.1%, 
based on the data released by the Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA). It cited trade, construction, and 
manufacturing as the main drivers for the third quarter.

On 26 January 2018, the Subic-Clark Railway Project was given the go-signal by the 
Investment Coordination Committee-Cabinet Committee (ICC-CabCom) of the NEDA 
Board. The ICC approval of this project was confirmed by the NEDA Board on 25 
April 2018. The 71.13-kilometer rail connection will be jointly implemented by the 
Department of Transportation and the Bases Conversion and Development Authority 
and will provide rail freight connection between Subic Bay and Clark Freeport Zone. 
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Trade

FIGURE 1 Value of Production Index and Volume of Profuction Index for
Total Manufacturing: September 2017 - October 2018

(2000 = 100)

Manufacturing

According to NEDA, strong consumer demand and an optimistic business outlook 
sustained the growth of the country’s factory output since January 2018. The Monthly 
Integrated Survey of Selected Industries (MISSI) of the Philippine Statistics Authority 
for October 2018 reported that manufacturing’s Volume of Production Index (VoPI) 
rose by 3.9% while the Value of Production Index (VaPI) climbed by 3.3%. Both VoPI 
and VaPI have been on positive territory for 10 consecutive months since January 
2018. Increases in the production of petroleum, export-oriented products, and non-
metallic mineral products drove the expansion of manufacturing output in October.

As of October 2018, the country’s total export was 
valued at $6.11 billion, an increase of 3.3% from $5.91 
billion recorded in the same period of the previous 
year per PSA data. On the other hand, total imports 
rose to $10.32 billion in October 2018, from $8.50 
billion in October 2017 or a growth rate of 21.4%.
Passage of the Republic Act 11032 or the Ease of 
Doing Business and Efficient Government Service 
Delivery Act of 2018.
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2019

 P187.34 B

According to NEDA, the headline inflation 
rate has stayed within target as it stands 
at 2.5% from January to November 2019 
driven by lower food prices, mainly for 
rice, corn, vegetables, and sugar products.

In the Labor sector, the October 2019 round of 
the Labor Force Survey (LFS) of the PSA showed 
that the employment rate rose to 95.5%, from 
94.9% in October 2018. This rate is the highest 
in all previous October rounds of the survey 
since 2009. In addition, the unemployment 
rate dropped further to 4.5% or 153,000 less 
unemployed persons, from 5.1% in October 2018. 
This is the lowest overall unemployment rate for 
all October survey rounds in the last ten years.

On 29 November 2019, the NEDA approved seven new 
projects worth P187.34 billion. These include three 
projects from the Department of Transportation (DOTr), 
three projects of the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH), and one to be implemented by the 
Department of Health (DOH). According to Former 
Secretary Ernesto Pernia, “five out of seven of these 
projects will be implemented outside the National Capital 
Region. This shows that the administration is committed 
to develop growth centers in the regions and maximize 
the economic benefits of connectivity of communities.”
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According to the Global Microscope of The Economic Intelligence Unit, in terms 
of financial inclusion, the Philippines has retained its position within the top 5 
and the best in Asia (together with India) for the eighth consecutive year since 
2012.
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2020

Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Karl Kendrick T. Chua stated that to date, the 
Duterte Administration has already achieved 7 out of the 10-point economic agenda.
As related to the 10-point economic agenda, the government has continued ensuring 
security of land tenure to encourage investments, addressing bottlenecks in land 
management and titling agencies and investing in human capital development, 
including health and education systems; and matching skills and training to meet 
the demand of businesses and the private sector. It includes promoting science, 
technology, and the creative arts to enhance innovation and creative capacity toward 
self-sustaining, inclusive development, and strengthening the implementation of the 
Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Law to enable especially poor 
couples to make informed choices on financial and family planning.
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2016

DOF

Online streaming of closed-circuit television launched by Bureau of 
Customs (BOC) as measure against corruption.

P1.3 billion worth of smuggled goods seized 
by BOC, including smuggled rice, fuel, fake 
clothes, and cigarettes.
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93.3% of P409 billion target for BOC revenue collection 
collected as of December 2016.

Bureau of Internal Revenue begins simplification 
of the processing of tax clearances and certificates 
authorizing registration for real property and 
shares of stock to 3 to 5 days. Use of credit, debit, 
or prepaid payments cards and payment centers 
are added as options to encourage tax payment.

10-point Socioeconomic Agenda of Duterte 
administration presented to international and 
local business groups, foreign institutions and 
governments, and other stakeholders.

Draft of Tax Reform for Acceleration and 
Inclusion Act submitted to Congress. It is meant 
to exempt most Filipinos from paying taxes while 
collecting revenue from affluent taxpayers and 
corporations.

Upgrade Mag: http://www.upgrademag.com/
web/2020/03/19/paymaya-provides-safe-convenient-
channel-for-bir-tax-payments-during-quarantine/
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The President on 19 December 2017 
signed into law the Tax Reform for 
Acceleration and Inclusion (TRAIN) Act 
or Republic Act (RA) No. 10963. This is a 
milestone for the Department of Finance 
(DOF), which has worked hard for the bill 
to come into fruition. This Act seeks to 
make the country’s tax system simpler, 
fairer, and more efficient.

The DOF has reported a P1-billion 
Parametric Insurance Pilot project 
for 25 disaster-prone provinces 
which started last 28 July 2017.

2017

The government pursued high-profile tax cases, which resulted in the following:

Philippine Airlines (PAL)’s P6-billion settlement with the administration
Mighty Corporation’s P40-billion settlement with the Administration
Sunvar Realty Development Corporation’s compliance to leave the Mile 
Long commercial property

13
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Bureau of Customs (BOC) released Memorandum Order (MO) 
No. 24-2017: five-day mandatory time frame to respond to 
all clients, be it external or internal.
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Anti-Smuggling Operations and Reforms in the BOC 

To minimize human intervention in customs administration, which often resulted in 
irregularities, the BOC modernized and automated its operations and processes 
see Table 1.2.

2018
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Parallel to modernization, the Duterte Administration have intensified anti-smuggling 
operations. Under its Administration, the BOC’s Action Team Against Smugglers 
(BATAS) has filed 90 cases before the Department of Justice (DOJ), with total 
dutiable value of PhP9.88 billion (see Table 1.3).

COMPARISON OF OLD AND MODERNIZED BOC SYSTEMS

OLD SYSTEM MODERNIZED SYSTEM

Face-to-face transactions between BOC 
employees and stakeholders in all ports 

GOODS DECLARATION VERIFICATION 
SYSTEM (GDVS)

Importers and brokers are able to obtain 
real-time information on the status of 
their goods declaration through desktop 
browser and smartphones

NATIONAL VALUE VERIFICATION
 SYSTEM (NVVS)  

Method for determining and verifying the 
accurate value of a commodity at all ports 
nationwide.

BOC TICKETING SYSTEM 

Stakeholders may electronically submit 
their queries, concerns, and requests. 

Manual checking at the BOC-Import 
Assessment Service of the correct value 
of goods 

All communications, requests, and/
or queries are submitted to the BOC 
through email, hard copy, or fax. 
Follow-ups are done through calls, 
email, or personal visit at the office.

TABLE 1.2
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Table 1.3 BATAS ACCOMPLISHMENTS (2017-2019

YEAR NO. OF CASES
TOTAL DUTIABLE VALUE 

OF FILED CASES 
(in million PhP) 

2017

2018

JAN-MAY 2019

TOTAL

15

69

6

90

6,577.17

3,259.57

46.42

9,883.16

In the first three years of the Duterte Administration, the BOC seized PhP30.5 billion 
worth of smuggled goods, PhP12.68 billion of which were illegal drugs. This is more 
than four times larger compared to the PhP7.45 billion worth of smuggled goods 
seized during the previous administration. 
Improved customs administration resulted in a 29.4 percent increase in the BOC’s 
collections from PhP458.18 billion in 2017 to PhP593.1 billion in 2018. This demonstrated 
the effects of the discipline and proper administration that they have been working to 
instill in the revenue-generating agencies. 

BIR
Tax Enforcement within the BIR

The BIR intensified tax monitoring and enforcement through programs such as Oplan 
Kandado, which entails the suspension of business operations of noncompliant 
taxpayers; Tax Compliance Verification Drive, under which the BIR inspects business 
establishments across the country to verify their compliance with internal revenue 
laws, rules and regulations; and Run Against Tax Evaders (RATE), which involves the 
investigation and filing of criminal complaints against tax evaders (see Table 1.4). 
Effective tax enforcement by the BIR enabled it to register a 10.1 percent increase in 
collections in 2018, equivalent to an additional PhP179 billion in revenues.
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TAX COMPLIANCE VERIFICATION DRIVE

Number of Inspected 
Establishments

186,404

374,663

211,037

49,375

JULY-DEC 2016 124.98

430.56

352.51

86.47

2017

2018

JAN-APRIL 2019

YEAR/MONTH Revenues collected 
(in million Php)

TOTAL 821,479 994.52

(Table 1.4) RUN AGAINST TAX EVADERS

YEAR/MONTH Number of Complaints 
Filed (July 2016-May 2019)

Estimated liabilities 
(in billion PhP)

520

93

613

DOJ 40.29

35.64

75.93

COURT OF APPEALS

TOTAL
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TAX REVENUE

• Worth noting is the significant increase in tax revenues collected by the BIR and 
the BOC, which enabled the government to achieve a 14.7 percent tax effort in 2018, 
the highest in 21 years. This translates to PhP2.57 trillion tax revenues, 14 percent 
higher than the PhP2.25 trillion collected the previous year. 

• As a result of all government efforts to enhance 
revenue collection, government revenues collected 
in 2018 amounted to PhP2.85 trillion, a 15.2 percent 
increase from the 2017 level. This is the highest annual 
growth reported since 2013. This is equivalent to 
an additional PhP377 billion that was used to fund 
government projects. 
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The total assets of the Land Bank of the Philippines 
(LANDBANK) breached the P2 trillion mark in 
2019, setting a new record for the state financial 
institution that has continued to expand the access 
of the agriculture sector to affordable credit while 
posting high-income growth.

2019

The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management 
Corp. (PSALM) was able to cut its financial obligations by 
P27.18 billion and collect P98.37 billion in revenues and 
receivables in 2019 through the efficient implementation 
of its liability management strategies.

The Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) surpassed all 
its financial targets in 2019, with total assets growing 14 percent 
to P762.27 billion and gross income rising 26 percent to P32.87 
billion, a report to Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III has 
shown.

The Philippines and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) have signed three loan 
agreements worth a combined total of 
US$623.3 million for programs that aim 
to enhance the Duterte administration’s 
capability to implement its “Build, Build, 
Build” projects, gear up the country’s 
young workforce for quality jobs, and 
promote free and fair competition in 
business.

20



ECONOMIC AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

The Philippines and Japan signed Friday 
(December 6) a memorandum of cooperation 
(MOC) signifying the latter’s commitment 
to provide technical support to the Duterte 
administration’s formulation of a regional 
development master plan designed to 
maximize the economic potentials of the 
Subic Bay and its surrounding areas

Finance Secretary Carlos G. Dominguez and 
World Bank Country Director Mara Warwick 
signed Thursday (Nov. 28) the loan agreement 
for the Second Social Welfare Development And 
Reform Program, which will provide additional 
financing for the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino 
Program (4Ps).

This additional financing from World Bank worth USD 300 million will continue 
to support the delivery of conditional cash transfers to millions of beneficiaries 
until 2022. It will also further improve the project’s implementation performance, 
monitoring, and evaluation procedures; and upgrade key dimensions of the 4Ps’ 
program management.

The governments of the Philippines and the 
People’s Republic of China have signed and 
exchanged six bilateral documents on the 
feasibility studies for two big-ticket projects 
under President Duterte’s centerpiece 
“Build, Build, Build” Program and four other 
agreements covering areas of cooperation in 
trade, customs, and communications.
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The BIR in coordination with the 
Department of Finance (DOF) through 
its Task Force POGO enforced another 
closure and shutdown of the operations 
of a Philippine Offshore Gaming Operator 
(POGO) service provider for violating 
Section 115(b) in relation to Section 236 
of the National Internal Revenue Code of 
1997, as amended (Tax Code).

The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) has 
seized counterfeit tax stamps and several 
units of machines used for printing them 
and packaging bogus cigarette brands 
worth a combined P206.6 million during 
a recent joint operation with police and 
local government officials in a factory in 
Villasis, Pangasinan.
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The Departments of Finance (DOF) and 
of Information and Communications 
Technology (DICT) are now working 
closely with the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) on the full rollout 
and development of the government’s 
online trading facilitation portal dubbed 
TradeNet.

Dominguez calls on SSS to improve investment 
earnings, frontline services to members.
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The Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives has endorsed 
for congressional approval the P17.29-billion budget of the Department of Finance 
(DOF) and its attached agencies for 2020, a proposed outlay that decreased for 
the third straight fiscal year since 2018.

PESONet service eyed to save 
BIR P230-M per year, says DOF

DOF forms TWG to help Bangsamoro 
Gov’t attain fiscal stability
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The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) has launched a digital tax payments system 
allowing Filipinos to conveniently pay their taxes online using the electronic funds 
transfer service PESONet, in line with the Duterte administration’s goal to cut red 
tape and improve the ease of doing business to better serve the public and attract 
more investors.

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III 
and Agriculture Secretary William Dar 
directed the implementation of assistance 
to help rice farmers adjust to lower paddy 
prices following the passage of Republic 
Act (RA) No. 11203 or the Rice Tariffication 
Law that has slashed the retail cost of the 
country’s staple food.

 Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III, along with high-
ranking officials of four other government agencies, 
signed a new and enhanced memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) aimed at improving the ease of doing business 
in the country by facilitating the early resolution of 
complaints and other concerns raised by investors.
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The Department of Finance (DOF) has posted the draft 
implementing rules and regulations (IRR) for Republic Act 
(RA) No. 11057, otherwise known as the “Personal Property 
Security Act” (PPSA), on its website, where stakeholders and 
interested parties may review and download the proposed 
IRR and provide online comments and suggestions.

The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) is now working with 
the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) in 
developing an inter-agency database of foreign nationals 
working in the country to effectively monitor them and 
ensure that they pay the correct amount of taxes to the 
government.
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Bulk of P352-B spent for COVID-19 
response went to emergency subsidies 
for poor families and workers

Philippines signed a US$100-million loan 
agreement with the World Bank that aims to 
strengthen the country’s capacity to prevent, 
detect and respond to the threat posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and boost its national 
systems for public health preparedness.

2020

ADB and Philippines signed a loan agreement that 
would enable the government to access up to US$1.5 
billion in budgetary support from the multilateral 
institution to augment funds for its stepped up efforts 
against the COVID-19. 
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85 out of 100 Filpino families are 
covered by government subsidies 
for low-income households, small 
business workers. 

DOF to implement wage subsidy 
program for 3.4-M workers of small 
businesses.

DTI, DOF  grant  incentives to 
manufacturers, importers of essential 
products during quarantine period. 

DOF releases P16.4-B subsidies to 
2.1-M SBWS beneficiary workers. 
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Initial P10.1-B in wage subsidies credited 
to accounts of more than 1.2 million 
workers –DOF. 

GOCCs remit P129.45 B to help 
fund COVID-19 response. 

BTr receives P10-B GOCC dividends 
from DOTr for COVID-19 response

Jack Ma Foundation and Alibaba Foundation add face shields, 
protective suits to donation for PH response to COVID-19
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DOF secures US$3-million ADB grant vs 
COVID-19 pandemic

President Rodrigo Duterte’s economic team has announced a P27.1-billion package 
of priority actions to help frontliners fight the 2019 coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic and provide economic relief to people and sectors affected by the virus-
induced slowdown in economic activity.

The Land Bank of the Philippines 
(LANDBANK) already lent out a total 
of P229.38 billion to the agriculture 
sector as of January 31, achieving 
86.5 percent of its loan target of P265 
billion for the entire 2020

The World Bank has earmarked a US$100-million fast-track loan to the Philippines 
to enable the Department of Health (DOH) to procure personal protective equipment 
(PPE) for health care workers, along with testing and laboratory materials, quarantine 
areas, isolation rooms, and other essential equipment to contain the spread of the 
2019 coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in the country.
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DOF proposes CREATE Bill that is part of the country’s economic recovery program 
from the COVID-19 pandemic and will help businesses, especially micro, small, and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs), quickly recover from the crisis. It will also boost the 
Philippines’ competitiveness in attracting foreign investment and ultimately lead to 
the creation of more jobs for Filipinos.

PHL, Republic of Korea exchange documents on US$50-M loan for ‘Build, 
Build, Build’ preparatory works.

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez, on behalf of 
the Republic of the Philippines, and Export-Import 
Bank of Korea (KEXIM) Chief Representative 
Sungho Jang, on behalf of the Republic of Korea, 
exchanged the loan documents for the USD 50 
Million Philippines-Korea Project Preparation 
Facility (PK-PPF) on Tuesday (Jan 28) at the 
Department of Finance, Manila.
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3 state-backed loan facilities open to LGUs for infra, other socioeconomic projects

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III has ordered the Bureau of Customs 
(BOC) to donate all of its seized food items fit for human consumption to the 
swelling number of evacuees from Batangas and Cavite following Taal Volcano’s 
eruption.

 According to Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III a new set of amended rules 
and regulations for companies enticing Filipinos to buy into their ventures via the 
Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT) law will ensure that whatever fresh capital they 
can raise will be reinvested exclusively in the country while protecting their small 
investors such as middle-class families and overseas Filipino workers (OFWs).

The state’s total credit guarantee portfolio amounted to P216 billion in 2019 
following the consolidation of the finances of five state agencies performing 
guarantee functions into a single fund under the Philippine Guarantee Corp. 
(PhilGuarantee) 
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 Executive Order (EO) No. 58 issued by President Duterte in 2018, mandated the 
merger and transfer of functions and assets of these guarantee firms into a single 
entity—PhilGuarantee— which became effective on Aug. 31 last year to which took 
effect on Aug. 31 last year. The state guarantee firm also collected and recovered 
P37.2 million worth of non-performing loans and sold P291.76 million of its non-
performing assets in 2019.

The National Government, through 
the Bureau of the Treasury (BTr), has 
successfully raised P4.961 billion from 
the first-time sale of Premyo Bonds, or 
over 65 percent higher than the initial 
issue size of P3 billion.

Excise tax collections from so-called ‘sin’ 
products  redefined to include sweetened 
beverages (SBs) have raised a total of 
P269.1 billion in revenues in 2019, which is 
almost double the P143.5 billion collected 
from alcoholic drinks and cigarettes in 
2015, the year prior to the assumption 
of President Duterte in office, according 
to data from the Department of Finance 
(DOF).

Government aims to net P205.76-M from 
Mile Long property of January 2020
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GSIS releases P76.5-B to aid over 189,000 gov’t 
workers in settling loans from predatory lenders

Bureau of Treasury projects lower debt-to-GDP 
ratio of 41.59 percent, raises P995-B to finance 
governement operations in 2019

The People’s Republic of China has pledged a 1-million renminbi (equivalent to P7.2 
million) cash donation to the Philippine government to assist in the disaster relief 
efforts for the displaced residents in Luzon who were forced to flee their homes 
following the Jan. 12 eruption of Taal Volcano.
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DTI

2016

35.5% increase in investments registered with the 
Philippine Board of Investments from January to 
November 2016 compared to same period in 2015.

DTI, DILG, DICT signed Joint Memorandum 
Circular shortening processing of business permits 
to a maximum of 3 days.

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) – Export Marketing Bureau (EMB) 
launched the Negosyo Center Plus: Innovation Hub on 6 June 2016 at the DTI 
International Building, Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City. 

The Innovation Hub offers coworking space to 
technology-based Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) and a relational form 
of assistance that will lead to collaboration 
within the start-ups community. It provided a 
venue for start-ups to deal with prospective 
clients, network with government agency 
experts and conduct businesses.
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The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), through its 
Export Marketing Bureau (EMB) and IdeaSpace Foundation, 
the leading early-stage technology incubator and accelerator 
in the Philippines, signed a memorandum of understanding for 
the establishment and launch of the QBO Innovation Hub at 
the DTI International Building, Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenue, Makati 
City, for start-ups and innovation entrepreneurs.

In President Duterte’s first State of the Nation Address, the President highlighted 
reforms that  include making ease of doing business mandatory. Improving trade 
facilitation is contributory to improving the overall experience of doing business in 
the country.

The hub aims to link innovators, explorers, investors, academic institutions, start-up 
mentors, funders and enablers, as well as a broad spectrum of partners and stakeholders 
from both public and private sectors, to convene in constructive interaction, and is 
the DTI’s support to the start-up community, particularly targeting start-ups with 
viable business propositions.

• For the export industry, both the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) and exporters 
organizations had been long advocating the simplification of trade policy and 
procedure, transparency and efficient customs process.

• Landmark government policies to foster better export trade facilitation include, 
among others, Executive Order 1016 (March 25, 1985), or Withdrawing the Inspection, 
Commodity and Export Clearance Requirements on Philippine Exports, and Presidential 
Decree  930 (May 13, 1976), or  Simplifying Export Procedures and Documentation by 
Realigning Functions of Certain Government Offices/Agencies Involved in Processing 
Export Documents, by Authorizing the Issuance of Periodic clearances, by the Adoption 
of Standardized Export Documents and For Other Purposes.

• An Inter-agency Committee (IAC) was also created to review the list and approve 
issuances or orders from government agencies that may have an impact on export trade. It 
is composed of the Secretary of Trade and Industry, as chairman, and the representatives 
of the Department of Finance (DOF), Department of Budget and Management (DBM), 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas and the National Economic and Development Authority 
(NEDA) as members.
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The Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT), 
Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), and the National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC) signed on 20 December 2017 a Joint Memorandum Circular 
(JMC) that will made the prepaid loads from all telecommunication companies last 
for one year. This lightened the burden of subscribers and eased the worries of 
consumers on the quick expiration of their prepaid loads.

2017

Jobseekers flocked the Trabaho, Negosyo, Kabuhayan (TNK) job and business fair 
at the Cuneta Astrodome in Pasay City where thousands of job vacancies were 
offered by participating local and overseas employers. The TNK is an initiative of 
the DOLE and DTI that brought employment opportunities and entrepreneurship at 
the grassroots level. 
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As of 5 December 2017: 

- DTI has built a total of 720 Negosyo centers
- 583,067 micro and small entrepreneurs were assisted by DTI Negosyo Centers 
- Exports grew by 12.2%
- Total trade summed up to $13.10 billion in September 2017

September 2017
-  “The country’s total external trade in goods in September 2017 reached $13.10 billion, 
posting an increment of 2.8 percent from $12.74 billion registered during the same 
month of the previous year. Total exports went up by 4.3 percent to $5.59 billion in 
September 2017 from $5.36 billion in the same month of previous year. Total imports 
also increased by 1.7 percent to $7.51 billion in September 2017 from $7.38 billion in 
September 2016. The country’s total balance of trade in goods (BoT-G) amounted to 
$1.91 billion in September 2017, lower than the $2.02-billion in September 2016.”

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) granted livelihood packages to over 
29 families in honor of soldiers who were killed in action in Marawi. Each family 
received a Kabuhayan Starter Kit, a book on stories of DTI-assisted entrepreneurs to 
inspire them, several gift items and gift certificates, and toys for their children. 77% 
of Filipino adults are satisfied with the Duterte administration’s efforts to rebuild 
Marawi City
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P585-million worth of P3 funds were lent to over 30,888 micro 
enterprises in 76 provinces in September 2017.

Pondo sa Pagbabago at Pag-asenso (P3) Program – P5,000 to 
P100,000 per micro borrower with maximum interest rate at 2.5% 
monthly based on diminishing balance in February 2017.

The Board of Investment (BOI) recorded the highest investment 
approvals in the agency’s 50-year history reaching an amount of 
P616.7-billion. This is 39.5% higher from P442-billion in 2016 and 
23.5% higher over the target at the start of 2017, which is, P500-
billion. With the increase in investment approvals, the number of 
projects have also increased by 13% from 378 projects in 2016 to 
426 projects in 2017. 
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2018

ENHANCING COOPERATION TO ACHIEVE ECONOMIC SECURITY:

• Total trade in goods improved in 2018 (see Table 7.1). Philippines’ top trading partners in the 
same year were China, Japan, US, South Korea, and Hong Kong (see Table 7.2), with electronic 
products as the top export and import. 

      (Source: PRRD Mid-Term report PDF/page 188-189)

YEAR TOTAL (IN US$ BILLION)

141.51

164.81

182.15

2016

2017

2018

TRADE (2016-2018) IN US$ BILLION

TRADE (2016-2018) IN US$ BILLION

YEAR
TOTAL TRADE IN

 US$ BILLION

SHARE TO TOTAL
 TRADE (IN %)

16.930.83

21.14

18.70

CHINA

JAPAN

US

SOUTH KOREA

HONG KONG

13.92

12.61

11.6

10.3

7.6

6.9
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2017-mid 2018
ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH NON-TRADITIONAL TRADING PARTNERS
Philippines expanded the relations with non-traditional but high-potential trading 
partners through the following mechanisms (see Table 7.3). 
(Source: PRRD Mid-Term report PDF/page 190)

MECHANISMS WITH NON-TRADITIONAL MARKETS

CHINA

The Philippines and China signed the Six-Year Development Program 
for Economic and Trade Development (2017-2022) in March 2017. 
This covers measures to increase bilateral trade, improve market 
access for agricultural products, and empower MSMEs, among 
others. 
The two countries signed an MOU on the Belt and Road Initiative 
in November 2018, which provides for cooperation in areas of a) 
policy dialogue and communication; b) infrastructure development 
and connectivity; c) trade and investment; d) financial cooperation; 
and e) socio-cultural exchange.

COUNTRY DEVELOPMENTS

VIETNAM

In April 2017, the Philippines and Vietnam agreed on initiatives to 
improve trade and investment, and schemes to capitalize on the 
complementarities of our countries in developing certain industries 
and sectors. 
Vietnam committed to ensure exports of high-quality rice to meet 
Philippine demands. 
Tariff rate quota for eggs and salt were eliminated. Vietnam promised 
to eliminate rates for sugar by January 2020. 

19 agreements in areas such as trade and investment promotion, 
industry cooperation, and agriculture were signed in Russia in May 
2017. 
PH fishery products have been allowed to enter into the Russian 
market since December 2018

RUSSIA
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An MOU Establishing the Philippines-Papua New Guinea (PNG) Joint 
Economic and Trade Committee (JETC) was signed in November 
2018. The JETC will be a venue to discuss sectors of areas of mutual 
interests and intensify cooperation between the two parties. The 
JETC will also be a means to discuss trade concerns with PNG in 
products such as tuna, motor vehicles, copper ores, and light 
petroleum oils. 

PAPUA
NEW 

GUINEA

COUNTRY DEVELOPMENTS

(Source: PRRD Mid-Term report/page 191-192)

ASEAN-wide Trade agreements (2016-2018):
President Duterte signed the following agreements to boost the economic prospects 
(see Table 7.4): Enhanced investor confidence and global competitiveness (Figure 
7.2), increased investments (Figure 7.3), upgraded credit ratings, and improved 
competitiveness. (Source: page 192-194)
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First Protocol to 
Amend the
ASEAN Trade in
Goods 
Agreement (ATIGA)
(Signed on August 29, 
2018)

Provides for the implementation of the ASEAN-wide
Self-Certification (AWSC), which will make it easier for 
Philippine companies to avail of the zero tariffs  provided 
for 98.7 percent of all products traded within the ASEAN.
•   Benefits the MSMEs especially those in the processed 
food, machinery, automotive, and electronics industries, 
through tariff savings of five percent to 35 percent of the 
value of exports.

Allows market access and export to new sectors such 
as communication services (e.g., export of Filipino soap 
operas), health services (e.g., medical tourism), education 
services, and construction and related services.

AGREEMENT DETAILS

Protocol to Implement 
the 10th Package of 
Commitments under 
the ASEAN Framework 
Agreement on Services
(Signed on August 
29,2018)

First Protocol to Amend 
the ASEAN-Japan 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement
(Signed on March 2, 2019)

Additional provisions in trade in services, movement of 
people, and investments.
Further promotes the services exports and foreign
direct investments (FDI), and open opportunities for
Filipino professionals in Japan.
Grants Filipinos short-term and long-term business
and investor visas.
Increases the attractiveness of the Philippines as an
investment destination for Japanese businesses, thereby 
creating more jobs in the region.
Includes an economic cooperation program through
technical assistance and capacity building.
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Figure 7.2 IPA-APPROVED INVESTMENTS (2016-2018)
(IN PhP BILLION)

YEAR TOTAL

685.95

908.74

1,084.15

2016

2017

2018

Investment Promotion Agencies (IPA) approved investments continued to improve. It 
increased by 19.3 percent from PhP908.74 billion in 2017 to PhP1.08 trillion in 2018 (see 
Figure 7.2). Of the PhP1.08 trillion investments, 83.49 percent or PhP905.19 billion came 
from Filipino investors, while 16.51 percent of PhP178.97 billion from foreign investors. 
Among the top investors were China, Singapore, Japan, British Virgin Islands, and Malaysia 
(see Table 7.5)
(Source: Page 192 of PRP-RRD)

The approved investments in 2018 were in the areas of high-technology manufacturing, 
renewable energy, housing, hospitals, transport systems, and tourism, and are expected 
to generate 192,000 jobs. Mindanao’s share in these projects increased from only five 
percent in 2017 to 34 percent in 2018.

JAPAN

SHARE TO TOTAL FOREIGN 
IPA-APPROVED INVESTMENTS 

(%)
COUNTRY

TOTAL INVESTMENT 
COMMITMENTS
(in PhP billion)

21.14

18.70

CHINA

SINGAPORE

BRITISH BIRGIN ISLANDS

13.92

12.61

MALAYSIA 12.61

28.3

11.8

11.0

9.0

8.2
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FDI remained high despite its slight decline from US$10.0 billion in 2017 to US$9.8 
billion in 2018 due to external economic factors (see Figure 7.3). The manufacturing, 
financial and insurance, and real estate sectors registered the highest amount of FDI in 
2018.

Figure 7.3 NET FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENTS, (2014-2018)
(IN US$ BILLION)

YEAR AMOUNT (IN U$ BILLION)

5.7

5.6

8.3

2016

2017

2018

2018

2018

10.0

9.8

BOI-PEZA approved investments up by 23.5%
From its record of P616.8 billion in 2017, approved investments by the Board of 
Investments (BOI) surged 48.3% to a record-high of P915 billion in 2018. Meanwhile, 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA) approved investments declined 
slightly to P140.2 billion. Overall, BOI-PEZA approved investment still increased to 
P1,055.2 billion, up by 23.51% from P854.35 billion the previous year. Majority of the 
investments were in electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply, followed by 
information and communication, manufacturing, real estate activities, and human 
health and social work activities. Major foreign investors included the Netherlands, 
China, Japan, Germany, and the USA. The approved projects are expected to directly 
generate 171,442 new jobs.

$16B worth of investment pledges and cooperation between PH and other countries 
secured from Presidential Trips
DTI secured $1.25 billion worth of investments from Indian businessmen, which could 
generate 105,500 jobs in the Philippines. Majority of the investments came from Adani 
Green Energy, which seeks to build a site for its solar and wind-based power generation 
project in the Philippines. Indian investors were likewise encouraged to invest in the 
pharmaceutical industry, so that cheaper medicines might be available for Filipinos, as 
medicines are manufactured in the country. 
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SME exports to Mexico with help of PITC 
DTI, through its attached agency, the Philippine International Trading Corporation 
(PITC), exported two Full Container Loads (FCLs) of colored pencils to Mexico 
from an SME operating in Subic Bay Freeport Zone. Pencil and Stationery Products 
Manufactures Inc. (PSPMI), a company exporting 80% of their products to the USA 
and 20% to new buyers, supplied the pencils. In 2018 they gave job opportunities to 
50 employees (regular) and 80 to 100 workers (seasonal). 

National Export Congress 2018 and First Logistics Services Philippines Exhibition held 
With over 700 participants, the National Export Congress (NEC) 2018 with the theme 
“SPICE Up to Scale Up!: Stimulate. Permeate. Innovate. Connect. Expand.” was the 
highlight of the weeklong celebration of the National Exporter’s Week (NEW) 2018. 
The event was held on December 7, 2018, with various participants from the exporting 
community. The NEC provided a venue for the exporters to be updated with emerging 
trends, market opportunities, innovative ideas, and technologies. It also featured the 
introduction of the NEC App, Business Matching Hub, and the 1st Logistics Services 
Philippines (LSPH) Exhibition.

EODB/Efficient Government Act of 2018 passed 
On 28 May 2018, Republic Act 11032, otherwise known as the Ease of Doing Business 
and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act of 2018, was signed into law. The 
law seeks to reduce the requirements and streamline the processes in starting and 
operating businesses to create a more conducive business environment in the country. 

EODB/Efficient Government Act of 2018 passed 
On 28 May 2018, Republic Act 11032, otherwise known as the Ease of Doing Business 
and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act of 2018, was signed into law. The law 
seeks to reduce the requirements and streamline the processes in starting and operating 
businesses to create a more conducive business environment in the country. 

Six-year MSME Development Plan approved 
On April 4, 2018, Executive Order No. 50, approving the MSME Development Plan 
2017-2022, was signed to serve as the blueprint for integration and collaboration of 
relevant government and private sector institutions for MSME development.
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Over 582,000 Business Names registered 
A total of 582,006 transactions of business name registration were recorded in 2018, 
up by 9% compared with the 535,054 transactions in the same period in 2017. Majority 
of these registrations (430,632) were done online, with 43,225 processed by PBR. The 
greatest number of business names registered were in Region IV-A, followed by the 
National Capital Region, and Region 3.

ASEAN SME Academy launched 
Online training and resources are now more accessible as DTI’s Philippine Trade 
Training Center (PTTC) became the new administrator of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) Academy, also known as 
the ASEAN SME Academy. 

DTI cultivates entrepreneurial mindset through KMME; participants may now avail of 
financial assistance from DBP 
DTI conducted 112 runs of the Kapatid Mentor ME (KMME) Program, graduating 2,358 
mentees nationwide. In 2018, DTI signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the 
Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) enabling them to extend their assistance 
and support such as financing related modules and coaching sessions through the DTI 
Negosyo Centers, as well as financing, for qualified Mentor ME graduates. DBP also 
committed to open its lending centers and closely coordinate with Negosyo Centers 
nationwide.

Pack! Pinas, a Packaging roadshow for MSMEs launched 
With the aim to push innovative packaging and branding for MSMEs products, “Pack! 
Pinas”, an MSME Packaging Roadshow, was launched in 2018. The discussion featured 
the latest market trends and emerging opportunities in product enhancement, as 
well as packaging solutions

Over $400 million export sales generated through signature events and overseas trade 
fairs 
The DTI, through the Center for International Trade Expositions and Missions (CITEM), 
has generated a total of $401.44 million in reported export sales for the participating 
SMEs through this year’s Manila FAME, IFEX Philippines, and CREATE Philippines. 
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DTI organized and conducted the National Food Fair, National Trade Fair, and two 
National Arts and Crafts Fairs featuring 960 MSMEs from all regions. The trade fairs 
attracted 160,876 visitors and generated P191.9 million in total sales.

NO. OF
 VISITORS

218NACF-1

250

160

TOTAL 960

NTF

NACF-2

30,169

37,764

27,000

160,876

24.60 M

57.43 M

23.49 M

158.85 M

232

TOTAL
 SALES

FAIR
CASH AND
BOOKED

SALES (PHP)

NFF

NO. OF
EXHIBITORS

65,943 53.33 M 63.95 M

35.70 M

63.52 M

28.73 M

191.9 M

DTI and DOST signed an MOU to promote Filipino innovation, or “Filipinovation,” for 
entrepreneurs. Through this, One Town One Product (OTOP) and Go Lokal entrepreneurs 
were merged with DOST’s oneSTore.PH hubs. OneSTore.ph is the first government 
e-commerce platform (Business–to-Customer and Business-to-Business platform) 
dedicated to marketing high-quality Filipino products of MSMEs through the world wide 
web.

P1.8B worth of P3 Loans released nationwide; P3 to be accessible online 
With the Small Business Corporation (SBCorp) as the administrator of the Pondo sa 
Pagbabago at Pag-asenso (P3), the DTI has released P1.8 billion worth of loans to 
61,204 microenterprise borrowers nationwide. A total of P1 billion is allocated per 
year to fund the P3 program. As of the end of 2018, there are 289 partner micro-
finance institutions, in 80 provinces.

Consumer Care Established 
Intensifying its consumer education efforts, DTI established Consumer Care to widen the 
access of the general public to consumer-related information and avenues for redress, 
enabling them to become wise, vigilant, and empowered consumers. 
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DTI to protect public from Multi-Level Marketing scams 
DTI collaborated with the Direct Selling Association of the Philippines (DSAP) to guard 
against multi-level marketing (MLM) frauds. Through the signed MOA, MLM companies 
are compelled to get accreditation from DTI and to educate the public on legitimate 
MLMs. Direct selling and multi-level marketing will be promoted as a business opportunity 
for aspiring entrepreneurs in Negosyo Centers.

Affordable products made accessible to consumer 
DTI launched the Producer-to-Consumers (P2C) and Tulong sa Bayan/Market 
on Wheels Programs wherein middlemen are eliminated, so that producers and 
manufacturers can directly sell basic and prime goods at very affordable prices, 
generating a total of P16.2M cumulative sales. 
 

DTI  Academy Launched 
DTI officials and employees are now provided with learning and development 
opportunities where they may enhance targeted knowledge, skills, and behavior through 
a strategic competency-building program called the DTI Academy

Started in June 2018, Trabaho Negosyo Kabuhayan Konsyumer aired over Radyo5 
92.3 FM every third Thursday of the month from 10:00 to 11:00 in the morning through 
the support of DTI’s Planning and Management Service and the Public Relations 
Unit. The program served as the agency’s platform in reaching a wider audience 
nationwide to inform and educate them on our projects and programs that helped 
generate employment, develop MSME and receive thousands of FB messages and 
calls from listeners mostly on queries related to the topics discussed, reports and 
complaints, and appreciations of the program.

Collaboration in DTI reinforced by Office365; 99.2% enabled users are active 
DTI started using cloud technology in 2013, through the Microsoft Office 365 productivity 
software. Available applications through the platform include Yammer, SharePoint, 
OneDrive, Teams, and many more. These applications can help DTI officials and employees 
connect and collaborate efficiently, as files can be stored in one place, content can be 
shared and managed, and meeting and event times can be scheduled and shared. 
In 2018, there were 2,908 enabled users, of which 2,884 were active. The user adoption 
rate for Office 365 in DTI is at 99.2%.
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2019

PRRD signed order creating PH body for Expo 2020 Dubai: President Rodrigo R. Duterte 
has signed an administrative order constituting the Philippine Organizing Committee 
(POC) for the Expo 2020 Dubai. In Administrative Order 17, signed by Duterte on 
Wednesday and released to the media on Friday, he assigned the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) Secretary to be the chairperson, and the Commissioner-General of 
the POC and the Department of Tourism (DOT) Secretary as vice chairpersons.

Government assures delivery of P10-B RCEF: Concerned government agencies 
including the Departments of Finance (DOF), Agriculture (DA), Trade and Industry 
(DTI), and the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) on Monday 
assured the availability of the PHP10-billion Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund 
(RCEF), which is a component of Republic Act No. 11203, or the Rice Tariffication 
Law. 

PRRD’s 2019 Japan trip nets PHP288-B in business deals: At least PHP288.804 billion 
worth of business agreements and letters of intent were signed between the Philippines 
and Japan on the sidelines of President Rodrigo Duterte’s working visit to Japan. 

1) Memorandum of Cooperation
2) Letter of Intent: Toyota Motor Corp.
3) Letter of Intent: Murata Manufacturing Co. Ltd., 
4) Letter of Intent: Aeon Fantasy Co. Ltd., 
5) Letter of Intent: Sojitz Corporation (Sojitz Fuso Truck), 
6) Letter of Intent: Sojitz Corporation (Bakery Project), 
7) Letter of Intent: Sojitz Corporation (Industrial Estate Project), 
8) Letter of Intent: JACCS Co. Ltd., 
9) Letter of Intent: Terumo Corporation
10) Letter of Intent: Ibiden Co. Ltd.
11) Letter of Intent: Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd.
12) Letter of Intent: Mitsui & Co., Ltd.
13) Letter of Intent: Marubeni Corporation
14) Letter of Intent: Furukawa Electric Co., Ltd.
15) Letter of Intent: Lawson, Inc.
16) Letter of Intent: Canon Inc.
17) Letter of Intent: Nidec Corporation
18) Letter of Intent: Mitsubishi Motors Corporation
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President Rodrigo R. Duterte has signed an order directing various government 
agencies to focus on the development and support of economic zones (ecozones) in the 
countryside. In Administrative Order No. 18 signed by Duterte, the President directed 
government agencies to provide needed interventions to strengthen ecozones in the 
countryside. Duterte ordered the Department of Information and Communications 
Technology (DICT), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Department of Public 
Works and Highways (DPWH), Technical Education and Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA), and the Philippine Economic Zone Authority (PEZA) to hasten human capital 
and infrastructure development in the countryside and ensure the development of 
backward and forward linkages of industries in and around ecozones.

President Rodrigo Duterte has signed a memorandum that approves the Philippine 
Export Development Plan (PEDP) 2018 to 2022, a multi-year roadmap aimed 
at improving exports performance and increasing the sector’s competitiveness. 
Executive Secretary Salvador Medialdea, by the authority of the President, signed 
Memorandum Circular 62 on June 26, 2019, and a copy of the document was released 
to reporters on Monday (July 1). The PEDP 2018 to 2022, which was prepared by 
the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), aims to increase export revenues from 
USD122 billion to USD130 billion by 2022.

Sustained collaboration with large retail partners to provide market spaces for selling 
quality MSME products through “Go Lokal!” Go Lokal! is a free marketing platform for 
market incubation and brand testing. It provides MSMEs with 365 days of exposure in 
retail stores in prime locations with no enlistment fees, stockroom charges, fixture, and 
manpower requirement. Since its inception in December 2016, Go Lokal! has assisted 
478 MSMEs, 220 of which have become regular suppliers. Under Go Lokal!, MSMEs 
undergo a rigid screening process and free product development interventions before 
their products are featured in the concept store and become regular suppliers. In just 
two years, Go Lokal! outlets generated sales of over PhP149 million. 
(Source: PRRD Mid-Term Report/Page 74-75)
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2020

DTI orders nationwide price freeze amid coronavirus emergency.
PH agri exports reach new markets amid COVID-19. 
DTI secures more supply of N-88 masks. 
PH reviving ‘buy local’ campaign.
PH lures 7 foreign firms with businesses in China. 
Investments registered with BOI reached P84B from Jan to Apr 2020; factories re-
purposing capabilities towards COVID-19 goods. 
DTI, BatStateU join forces to provide frontliners protection against COVID-19. 
DTI to enforce a 30-day grace period for residential, commercial rent during ECQ.
DTI released guidelines to follow on Minimum Health Protocols for Barbershops and 
Salons. 
The Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board - PCAB launched its online portal for 
renewing contractor’s license and relaxed its documentary requirements from 24 to just 
9 digital submissions as a quick response for the COVID-19 pandemic situation.
Led by the DTI- BDTP in coordination with DTI CentralLuzon , DTI Region 4-A Calabarzon, 
DTI Region 5 and their Provincial Offices, the upcoming Bagsakan will assist MSMEs 
from Bataan, Bulacan, Pampanga, Laguna, Quezon and Camarines Sur to promote their 
products and generate income to sustain their operations while under the COVID-19 
crisis. 
SMEs can borrow up to P500K from STI when quarantine is over. 
DTI, DOF grant incentives to manufacturers, importers of essential products during the 
quarantine period. 
DTI sets a 30-day grace period for residential, commercial rent during ECQ. 

52



ECONOMIC AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

DOTr

2016

Inter-agency Council on Traffic formed by the Department of 
Transportation for a more streamlined system for addressing 
traffic. The council includes Metro Manila Development Authority, 
PNP-Highway Patrol Group, Land Transportation Office, and Land 
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
401 colorum vehicles impounded
6,883 illegally-parked vehicles towed
5,738 sidewalk vendors cleared

Validity of driver’s license extended from 3 years to 5 years
Drivers licenses applied for from January to October 2016 can 
now be claimed in 36 LTO licensing offices in Metro Manila

No report of laglag-bala (bullet-planting scam) since start of Duterte administration
Punctuality of take-off of airplanes (on-time performance) at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (NAIA) improved to 78% from 47% due to strict enforcement of 
rule that pilots must take off within 5 minutes or be put at the back of the line.
Fleet of 21 premium Mercedes Benz buses launched to bring passengers from NAIA to 
Makati and Roxas Boulevard.
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2017

Cost: The airport terminal was valued at P4.5 billion. The improvement, rehabilitation, 
and expansion of the airport was funded by a loan agreement from the government of 
Korea.

Timeframe: The loan agreement for the Puerto Princesa Airport Development Project 
was signed in August 2012. Years later, the new terminal was inaugurated in May 2017.

Impact: Initially, the airport in Puerto Princesa covered 3,000 square meters, had a 
seating capacity of 800, and had 4 parking bays. The new passenger terminal covers 
13,000 square meters, with a seating capacity of 1,500. The building also contains 200 
car parking slots.

Puerto Princesa International Airport expansion
The project: The expansion included a new terminal and a new 2,600-meter runway, 
which contained 6 parking bays and allowed for bigger aircrafts.

In February 2017, they completed the rehabilitation of the Makar Wharf in General 
Santos City, which now has a load capacity of 10,944 metric tons from its previous 
capacity of 5,472 metric tons. It now houses modern facilities such as container yards, 
storage, and weighing bridges. The operation of the rehabilitated wharf is expected to 
boost tourism in Mindanao. 
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In April 2017, President Duterte ordered the removal of obstructions to recover the 
service road along Roxas Boulevard and Baclaran. This decreased the travel time from 
Roxas Boulevard to Baclaran from 22 to 17 minutes. It also increased travel speed from 
16.12 kph to 20.68 kph along the area. To sustain the ease of traffic in the area, they are 
continuously implementing clearing operations and traffic regulations along the service 
road. 

In November 2017, the Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) gave a 10-year validity 
extension of Seafarer’s Identification and Record Book. MARINA also took note that 
the 15- day issuance of seafarer’s book now only takes a day. 

The Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) is no longer included in the top 20 worst 
airports in the world, and even in the top 5 worst airports in Asia 2017 according to “The 
Guide to Sleeping in Airports” travel website posted on 15 October 2017

Free Wifi – The DOTR signed a non-exclusive agreement with SMART to provide 1 hour 
free 1GB WiFi service in all NAIA terminals.

Additional Seats – 200 seats have been added in 
Terminal 3 while 500 more are being ordered for 
all NAIA Terminals

LTFRB Memorandum – allows students to avail 20% fare discount from Monday to 
Sunday including summer breaks, legal and special legal holidays starting 28 October 
2017. 
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On 29 September 2017, the Department  of  
Transportation  (DOTr)  led  the groundbreaking 
ceremony of the Common Station which will 
connect four major railways — LRT-1, MRT-
3, MRT-7, and the Metro Manila Subway. The 
Common Station aims to provide seamless 
transfer of passengers from one railway line 
to another and a convenient walk for platform 
transfers.

In July 2017, 20% discount on domestic flights to senior citizens and persons with disability 
(PWDs) who purchased through the carrier’s website or through mobile communication. 

The DOTr-Land Transportation Office (LTO) 
has started distributing the driver’s license 
with five-year validity on 29 August 2017

The DOTr led the groundbreaking 
ceremony of LRT-1 Cavite Extension in 
May 4, 2017.
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The project: The CNS/ATM is a computer and satellite-based system that improves aircraft 
identification, air traffic flow, and space management. The system also optimizes airport 
capacity and efficient airspace use.

       - Cost: The CNS/ATM was valued at P13 billion, and was partly funded by the Japan      
International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
       - Timeframe: The project started in 2009, approved during the term of the former 
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. It faced construction delays and thus failed to achieve 
its target completion in 2016.
       - It was then targeted to be operational by June 2017, but was inaugurated on January 
16, 2018.
       - Impact: According to the DOTr, only 3 radars were in operation in 2016, namely in 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport, in Clark, and in Tagaytay. This covered only 30% 
of the Philippine airspace, said the DOTr.

2018

Communications, Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic Management System (CNS/ATM).

Bohol-Panglao International Airport (BPIA)

The project: Lauded as the country’s first eco-friendly airport, the BPIA replaced the 
Tagbilaran Airport in the province of Bohol. The airport mainly utilizes natural ventilation 
and solar energy.
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MRT-3 Rehabilitation

The project: Due to poor maintenance of the railway, the DOTr implemented a comprehensive 
rehabilitation, repair, and restoration of the MRT3, to be conducted by Sumitomo-Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries Ltd.

         - The rehabilitation includes replacement of the MRT3 tracks, overhaul of 72 light rail 

vehicles, and repair of the power supply system, overhead catenary system, CCTV system, 

radio and public address system, signaling system, road-rail vehicles, depot equipment, 

elevators and escalators, and other station building equipment.

      -  Cost: The rehabilitation will cost P22.06 billion. A Japanese loan will fund 80% of this 

amount, while the rest will be funded by the Philippine government.

      - Timeframe: In August 2018, the rehabilitation project was approved by the National 

Economic and Development Authority Board Investment Coordination Committee-Cabinet 

Committee. The deal between the Philippines and Japan was signed in November 2018.

      - Rail replacement works began in November 2019. As of November 21, 36 out of 46 

escalator units have been made fully operational.

      - The rehabilitation is set to be completed by July 2021.

      - Impact: Once rehabilitation is complete, the MRT3’s average workday ridership is 

expected to increase from 320,000 to 650,000 passengers.
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In 2018, PPA remitted the highest dividend in its entire 
corporate life to nat’l coffers. The Philippine Ports 
Authority (PPA) remitted more than P3 billion in dividend, 
its highest contribution to the national coffers since 
1986. The state-owned agency’s dividend for 2017 also 
eclipsed by at least 30% all the dividends it remitted to 
the government at least in the last decade, including its 
erstwhile record of P2.158 billion remitted in 2015.

Three state-owned agencies under the Department of Transportation (DOTr) remitted 
a total of PhP11 Billion in dividends for 2017 to the National Treasury in April 13, 2018.
The Manila International Airport Authority (MIAA), Civil Aviation Authority of the 
Philippines (CAAP), and the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) remitted PhP2.01 billion, 
PhP6.22 billion, and PhP3 billion worth of dividends, respectively

In line with the Public Utility Vehicle Modernization 
Program’s (PUVMP) goal to provide commuters 
with an adequate, accessible, comfortable, 
efficient, environment-friendly, safe, and reliable 
public land transportation, the Department of 
Transportation (DOTr) officially launched the 
Public Transport Modernization Expo: Modernong 
Sasakyan, Progresibong Bayan today at the 
Philippine Convention Center (PICC) Forum, Pasay 
City. 

The expo was held to showcase modern Public Utility Vehicles (PUVs) and at the same 
time, inform the public, especially the operators and drivers, of the program’s benefits 
and its ten (10) components.
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New World-Class terminal in the Mactan-Cebu Airport. Inaugurated in July 2018: 
Caters to international and domestic flights, 13.5 million yearly passenger-capacity 
from 4.5 million .

Bohol-Panglao Airport. Inaugurated in 
November 2018. The first eco-airport 
of the Philippines, which functions with 
environment-friendly technologies, e.g., 
energy-saving air conditioning systems, 
and hazardous waste management system. 
2 million yearly passenger-capacity from 
the 800,000 of Tagbilaran Airport.

New passenger terminal in the Maasin 
Airport. Inaugurated in July 2018: 
constructed to meet the increasing air 
transport demands in Southern Leyte, 
upgraded the Maasin Airport from a 
community airport to a Principal Class 
2 airport, can serve an aircraft with a 
100-maximum passenger capacity, and 
50,000 yearly passenger-capacity

Wazzup PIlipinas: http://www.wazzuppilipinas.com/2018/07/dotr-
caap-to-inaugurate-maasin-airports.html
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2019

To ensure the ease of travel and availability of transportation to the provinces, the 
government increased the number of routes of the Premium Point-to-Point (P2P) Bus 
Transport Service from six in July 2016 to 37 as of June 2019. These connect various 
points in Metro Manila to nearby provinces and cities such as Laguna, Cavite, Antipolo, 
Pampanga, and Zambales. As of June 2019, they deployed 337 bus units permitted by 
the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) to ply these routes, 
accommodating 44,000 commuters daily. 

DOTr: 17 airport projects finished during first 
half of Duterte’s term

The Land Transporation Office (LTO) is now 
using an automated plate making machine 
called the ‘IDeROBOT’. The said machine, 
operating at LTO’s Quezon City office, is 
capable of producing 700 plates an hour, and 
up to 5,600 plates in an 8-hour shift.
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To cushion the impact of higher fuel prices 
on jeepney drivers and operators, the 
Philippines has partnered with oil companies 
to provide them with fuel discounts. As 
of June 27, 2019, the agency distributed 
Pantawid Pasada Fuel Cards amounting to 
PhP536.56 million to 107,312 beneficiaries. 

Construction of a new port passenger terminal 
building in Cagayan de Oro City. The new port 
passenger terminal in Cagayan de Oro City is 
envisioned to accommodate 3,000 persons 
daily starting July 15, 2019, making it the biggest 
port passenger terminal building in the country.

Completed rehabilitation and resumed 
operations of the Marinduque Airport. Resumed 
operations in April 2019, rehabilitated passenger 
terminal building and extended the runway, 
and meets the demand for commercial aviation 
service in the Southwestern Tagalog area 
50,000.

Upgrading of the Danilo Atienza Air Base 
in Sangley Point, Cavite. In June 2019, 
PRRD directed the DOTr to fast-track the 
completion of the improvements in the 
Danilo Atienza Air Base in Sangley Point, 
Cavite and finish these by November 2019. 

Philippine Air Foce: https://www.paf.mil.ph/index.php/bases/major-
danilo-atienza-air-base
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PRRD instructed the Department of Transportation (DOTr) to prioritize the 
establishment of more ports. In 2016, there are only 120 RoRo or maritime trade 
routes, which facilitated the movement of about 220 ships and 5.5 million vehicles 
nationwide yearly. 

Upon completion of the airport improvements, such as the construction of a passenger 
terminal building and hangars and asphalt overlay of the airport runway, the DOTr 
plans to transfer general aviation from the NAIA to Sangley. This would ease up some 
congestion at the NAIA. We are also looking into further improving the Danilo Atienza 
Air Base to accommodate domestic flights. As of July 2019, DOTr accomplished 52 
percent of the upgrades on the Air Base.

Maasin, Southern Leyte – Ubay, Bohol Ajuy, Iloilo – Victorias, Negros Occidental 

Table 5.1 LIST OF MARITIME TRADE ROUTES OPENED (JULY 2016-JULY 2019)

Lucena City – Corcuera – Odiongan, 
Romblon – Caticlan, Aklan

Hindang, Leyte – Mandaue, Cebu 

Lucena City – Masbate City – Calbayog, 
Northern Samar

Punta Engano, Cebu – Olango Island, 
Cebu 

Real, Quezon – Polillo Island, Quezon Bogo, Cebu – Palompon, Leyte 

Surigao – Dapa, Surigao del Norte 
Dangay, Oriental Mindoro – Poctoy, 
Romblon 

Bulan, Sorsogon – San Jacinto, Masbate Iloilo River Wharf – Banago, Bacolod 

Atimonan, Quezon – Alabat, Quezon Roxas, Mindoro – Buruanga, Aklan 

Bulalacao, Oriental Mindoro – Caticlan, 
Aklan 

Manila – Tilik, Occidental Mindoro 
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To help decongest airports, specifically the NAIA, the Administration has continuously 
installed advanced technologies in existing and new airports to capacitate them to 
accommodate night flights. This means that domestic flights departing from the 
NAIA do not have to be crammed during daytime, thereby reducing flight delays. 
They have increased the number of airports that are capable of accommodating 
night flights from only 14 in 2016 to 21 as of May 2019. (see Annex Table 5.6)

Lagundi, Masbate – Masbate City Kalibo, Aklan – Boracay, Aklan 

Jagna, Bohol – Balbagon, Camiguin – 
Opol, Misamis Oriental 

Dipolog City, Zamboanga del Norte – 
Oslob, Cebu

Table 5.6 LIST OF NIGHT-RATED AIRPORTS (AS OF JUNE 2019) AND AIRPORTS FOR 
NIGHT-RATING (UNTIL 2022)

Airports for Night-rating
(until 2022)

1. NAIA 
2. Clark International Airport 
3. Mactan-Cebu     

International Airport 
4. Davao International Airport
5. Kalibo International Airport 
6. Laoag International Airport 
7. Puerto Princesa 

International Airport 
8. General Santos  

International Airport 
9. Zamboanga International 

Airport 
10. Bacolod-Silay Airport 
11. Butuan Airport 
12. Iloilo International Airport 
13. Laguindingan Airport 
14. Tacloban Airport

1. Dumaguete Airport 
2. Legazpi Airport 
3. Roxas Airport 
4. Caticlan Airport
5. Bohol-Panglao 

International Airport 
6. Tuguegarao Airport 
7. Naga Airport

4th Quarter of 2019 
1. Cotabato Airport 
2.  Subic Bay  

International Airport 
2020 

3. Cauayan Airport 
4. Dipolog Airport 2021 
5. Pagadian Airport 
6. San Jose (Mindoro)      

Airport 
7. Bicol (New Legazpi) 

Airport 
8. Sangley Airport 2022 
9. Ozamis Airport 
10. Sanga-Sanga Airport 
11. Calbayog Airport 
12. Ormoc Airport 
13. San Vicente Airport 
14. Antique Airport 
15. Virac Airport

Additional Night-rated 
Airports  (as of June 2019)

Previously Night-rated 
Airports
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• DOTr tightens watch, safety measures in transport hubs as first case of novel 

coronavirus is confirmed in PH. 

• DOTr reports completion of 120 airport projects

• DOTr, 2GO to convert 2 passenger vessels into quarantine ships

• DOTr, agencies remit 52.7-B dividends from 2017-2020 revenues

• DOTr donates ‘Palamigan ng Bayan’ to different municipalities to store perishable 

goods amid COVID-19 crisis

• DOTr quarantine facilities now serve over 500 returning OFWs

• DOTr deploys 268 P2P buses in 28 routes as Metro Manila, adjacent areas enter 2nd 

week of GCQ

DOTr COVID-19 Responses:
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DBM

2016

Highest in Southeast Asia in Terms of Budget Transparency

The DBM ensured the regular publication and release of all OBS 
essential budget documents under its coverage. The Department 
likewise fulfilled its mandate to assure the timely passage and 
publication of the General Appropriations Act (GAA), associated 
documents, and the Citizens’ Budget, among others

On July 23, 2016, less than a month after assuming office, President Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte signed the landmark Executive Order No. 2, also known as the Freedom 
of Information (FOI) Executive Order (EO). This E.O. grants access to information, 
documents and records of public concern in government offices under the Executive 
Branch, excluding those protected by the Constitution, laws or jurisprudence

Improved Access to Budget Information
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Early Passage of the National Budget

With the strong commitment to fiscal discipline, the National Budget for 2017 was 
passed on time, underpinning the efforts towards facilitating the budgeting process. 
The prompt passage of the General Appropriations Act (GAA) of 2017 signed on 
December 22, 2016, maintained the record for early passage and enactment of the 
National Budget for seven consecutive years since 2010.

The SSL IV develops a new compensation adjustment strategy that ensures that 
the compensation structure of civilian government personnel conforms to the key 
objectives of establishing a fair, competitive, performance-based and sustainable 
pay.

Legislation of the Salary Standardization Law (SSL IV)
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2018 General Appropriations Act

In his second State of the Nation Address 
(SONA), President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 
submitted to Congress the administration’s 
proposed 2018 national budget. This is the 
earliest submission of a proposed budget 
since the Ramos administration. The P3.767-
trillion budget was ratified by Congress on 
December 12, and signed into law by President 
Duterte on 19 December 2017.

Public Spending

The increased efficiency in public spending has been credited to reforms instituted 
at the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) and line agencies including 
improved budget preparation, streamlined procurement processes, and strict project 
monitoring for the swift implementation of programs and projects.
The country’s first semester performance for 2017 revealed greater potential in 
achieving our spending targets. National government spending recorded a robust 22.6 
percent growth in June 2017.
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To address government underspending, as well as to support the Duterte 
Administration’s spending policy of massive investments on infrastructure and social 
services, the DBM drafted the Budget Reform Bill, which seeks to modernize the 
budgeting system by establishing holistic and internationally- established principles 
encompassing the Philippine Public Financial Management (PFM) process and all PFM 
institutions. It likewise enables the shift to annual cash- based budget and one-year 
validity of appropriations to speed up budget execution and service delivery.

The DBM also reported that FDI inflows surged by 31%, year-on- year, for the first eight 
months of the year on the back of sound policy reforms and robust macroeconomic 
fundamentals of the Philippine economy. FDI inflows stood at $7.4 billion from January 
to August 2018, higher by $1.8 billion than the $5.7 billion recorded in the comparable 
period last year.

The DBM, together with the Department of 
Science and Technology, launched Project 
DIME or the Digital Imaging for Monitoring 
and Evaluation to monitor the status and 
speed of implementation of government 
projects.
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Increasing Spending for Infrastructure and Social Services

Actual infrastructure program disbursement registered P690.8 billion or 4.4% of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 2017 and P886.2 billion or 5.1% of GDP in 2018 compared to 
the average of only 2.6% of GDP for the last 50 years. In terms of share in the national 
budget, the infrastructure budget has increased from 22.3% in 2019 to 23.7% under the 
proposed 2020 Budget.

Intensified allocation for social services was done to help alleviate poverty. This sector 
accounted for about 37% of the national budget. Bulk of the funds will go to education, 
social welfare, and health, among others. This year, P1,377.8 billion was provided for 
social services and will increase by 10.7% next year.
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Cash Budgeting System Adopted

To promote faster service delivery and fiscal discipline among agencies, the 
government has adopted the Cash Budgeting System (CBS) through Executive 
Order (EO) No. 91 (Adopting the Cash Budgeting System Beginning Fiscal Year 
2019 and for Other Purposes). It provides that all approved appropriations, except 
statutory shares of and financial subsidy to local government units (LGUs), shall 
be made available for obligation and disbursement only until the end of each fiscal 
year.

Service Recognition Incentive Granted

The Administrative Order (AO) No. 19 which authorizes 
the grant of a one-time Service Recognition Incentive 
(SRI) to government employees for 2019 at a uniform 
amount not exceeding P10,000. Said incentive aims to 
recognize government employees for their collective 
efforts and continuous participation in improving 
public service delivery.
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DBM bars release of 35% of appropriations under 2020 budget to 
augment COVID-19 response funds. 

DBM releases National Budget Circular No. 580, 
ordering all agencies to adjust and tighten the 
spending of funds due to pandemic

• According to National Budget Circular No. 50, “Government 
instrumentalities concerned are advised that 35% of programmed 
appropriations under the FY 2020 GAA (General Appropriations 
Act) shall no longer be made available for release effective April 
1, 2020,” 

• This will benefit 3 million farmers under:
• Enhanced Rice Competitiveness Enhancement 

Fund (RCEF)
• Expanded Inbred Rice Production (Beyond RCEF 

Areas)
• Expanded Hybrid Rice Production in Suitable 

Areas
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DBM releases P1.9-Billion for the procurement of RT-PCR detection kits of DOH. 

1. This is to comply with the targeted 918,000 tests in 68 laboratories

DBM releases P6.197-Billion for Bayanihan Grant to Provinces to address COVID-19. 

DBM releases P30.8 Billion for Bayanihan grant to Cities and Municipalities to address 
COVID-19

1. Funding of the following for hospitals operated by the provincial government, for 
COVID-19-related expenses
 2. Operation and maintenance of duly established provincial checkpoints related to 
COVID-19

This will go to funding of COVID-19-related expenses in hospitals such as PPEs, medical 
supplies, food and transportation for frontliners, among others.

73



ECONOMIC AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

P100B for SAP of DSWD in response to COVID-19 covering specifically the low-income 
household beneficiaries of Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situations (AICS).

Temporary increasing the import duties by 10% to help in funding 
for COVID-19

National Budget Memorandum No. 136, aligning the budget for the “new normal”
The realignment of budget is caused by the tight fiscal space of P841.7 billion for 
expanded and new programs and projects for tier 2.

Priorities of 2021 budget will be:

• improvement of health system
• food security, digitalization of government and economy
• Balik-Probinsya Program
• technical assistance to LGUs in COVID-19
• interventions in conflicted-affected areas
• UN’s sustainable development goals (SDGs)
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DPWH

2016

PURSUING THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
ADAPTATION. 
 

They have completed the retrofitting and strengthening of 624 bridges (29,260 meters 
[m]), and replaced 204 bridges (8,305 m) nationwide from July 2016 to June 2018. 
Among the notable accomplishments are the replacement of the Lisap Bridge along 
Calapan South Road Bongabong, Oriental Mindoro, which connects Barangay Lisap 
and Barangay Hagan, and the Replacement of the Lucban Bridge along the Manila 
North Road in Abulug, Cagayan in November 2016. This traverses the Lucban River and 
connects the Daang Maharlika in the east and Manila North Road in the west; In addition; 
the DPWH completed the Mandaluyong Main Drainage in August 2016. This protects 10 
barangays and four (4) major roads from flooding.

The Duterte Administration has pursued the 
construction and strengthening of public 
infrastructure in a resilient manner to help 
mitigate the impact of disasters and climate 
change; 

NATIONWIDE ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

• Constructed, improved and rehabilitated about 6,376.65 kilometers 
of roads, amounting to P92.17 Billion – 2,635 kilometers national, 
3,250 kilometers secondary, and 472 kilometers tertiary roads

2920 / 02 165-02 Hotline 

for citizens to report, ask, or make suggestions about any Department 
of Public Works and Highways project launched.
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•  Constructed and widened 30,419.19 lineal meters of bridges with a total value 
of  P8.04 Billion and retrofitted/rehabilitated 48 bridges with a total value of P294 
Million.

•  Undertook 1,385 flood control projects – which include the construction, repair 
or maintenance of dikes, seawalls, river control, revetment, river walls, drainage 
mains, waterways and other flood control structures and facilities; with a total value 
of P29.57 Billion to mitigate the catastrophic effects of flooding.

•  Implemented a total of 8,368 other infrastructure projects like local roads, farm-
to-market roads, bridges along local roads, water systems, school buildings, national 
buildings and health centers, amounting to P43.46 Billion. 

•  Improved and/or built 719.74 kilometers of farm-to-market roads in the amount 
of P5.6 Billion under the Department of Agriculture.

•  Constructed 3,226 academic, secondary and senior high school building projects 
under the Department of Education’s Basic Education Facilities Fund (BEFF) in the 
amount of P22.27 Billion.

•  Implemented a total of 92 projects funded from the Motor Vehicle User’s Charge 
at a cost of P1.01 Billion.

•  170 Disaster-related rehabilitation projects amounting to P1.21 Billion.

COMPLETED FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS:

- Mandaluyong Main Drainage Project: Project Cost: P 609.12 M(FY 
2012, 2013, 2014 GAA), Status: Phase II-Drainage Improvement  works 
substantially completed at 96.72% (as of 25 Dec. 2016)
- Blumentritt Interceptor Catchment Area: Project Cost: P 622.00 
M (FY 2011, 2012, 2013, 2016, GAA), Status: The project is completed 
except for the pumping station funded in 2017.

MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS (COMPLETED): 

Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC)-assisted Secondary National Roads 
Development Program (SNRDP) Wright-Taft-Borongan-Guiuan Road Project: P10.00 
B (US$ 214 MCC Grant)

CP 1, Buray - Tinani Road    CP 2, Tinani-Taft-Sulat Road 

CP 3, San Julian--Balangkayan Road     CP 4, Llorente - Guiuan Road
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- Major projects completed are the construction of President 
Garcia Avenue (C-5) Extension Road from SLEX to Coastal Section 
Pres. Carlos P. Garcia (C-5) SLEX to Coastal Road, proposed bridge 
including permanent access of C-5 Road Extension, (North Bound), 
Parañaque City, Las Piñas City (DPWH CY 2015), costing P38.520 M; 

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS:

- 99.58 KILOMETERS OF ROADS: Constructed, improved and 
rehabilitated about 99.58 kilometers of roads, amounting to P1.27 
Billion in which 33.33 kilometers are primary national, 59.67 kilometers 
are secondary roads and 6.57 kilometers are tertiary roads

- 777.90 LINEAL METERS OF BRIDGES: Constructed and widened 777.90 lineal 
meters of bridges with a total value of P48.89 Million
- 168 FLOOD CONTROL PROJECTS: Undertook 168 flood control projects which 
include the construction, repair or maintenance of dikes, seawalls, river control, 
revetment, river walls, drainage mains, waterways and other flood control structures 
and facilities; with a total value of P3 Billion to mitigate the catastrophic effects of 
flooding
- 569 OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS: Implemented a total of 569 other 
infrastructure projects which include local roads and multi-purpose buildings amounting 
to P2.24 Billion.

MAJOR PROJECTS (NCR):

construction /rehabilitation/improvement of Drainage System at Blumentritt Interceptor 
Catchment Area (DPWH CY 2013), costing P523.961 M; construction/ widening of C-6 
Extension, Taytay, Rizal (DPWH CY 2013), costing P74.394 M; widening/ improvement 
of R-10 including ROW, Malabon/Navotas/Manila Sta. 7,787 (Lapu-Lapu Ave.) to 
Sta. 8,413.75 (Extg. Bangkulasi Bridge) (DPWH CY 2010), costing P87.768 M; and 
improvement/ widening/Construction of C-3 Road (PNR Tract – R-10)(DPWH CY 2015), 
costing P 68.816 M.
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Expansion of ISO 9001:2008 Certificate

Additionally, as the government’s implementing agency for 
infrastructure projects, the Region has accomplished the following 
projects of non-infrastructure agencies and other special projects: 

- Constructed 1 academic, secondary and senior high school building with 14 
classrooms under the Department of Education’s Basic Education Facilities Fund 
(BEFF) in the amount of P4.75 Million.
- Implemented a total of; signed last December 5 funded from the Motor Vehicle 
User’s Charge at a cost of P70.88 Million.

Roads Leveraging Linkages of Industry and Trade (ROLL IT) Program - DTI-DPWH 
Convergence Program: 
A Memorandum of Agreement on the DTI-DPWH Convergence Program on road 
connectivity for industry and trade development was signed last last December 5, 
2016 to facilitate the efficient and more coordinated efforts among the DTI and DPWH. 
Its main objective is to identify, prioritize and implement road access infrastructure 
leading to various manufacturing, industries & trade and economic zones.

Additional 54 offices are now certified against the requirements 
of International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 9001:2008 
standards after 35 new offices were awarded certification for the 
Department’s Quality Management System. Now included in the 
registration expansion are the five (5) Unified Project Management 
Offices (UPMO), the remaining 15 Regional Offices, and 15 District 
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After 20 years, the Cagayan 
de Oro Coastal Road is now 
accessible to the public. It was 
opened last 10 November 2017, 
which is expected to lessen 
the travel time by 20 minutes 
from Laguindingan Airport to 
Cagayan de Oro City.

On 7 July 2017, the DPWH 
officially opened two additional 
east bound lanes of Laguna 
Lake Highway. It is the first 
highway in the Philippines to 
have a 3-meter wide space for 
bikers and joggers.

Rolled out the use of the Project and Contract Management Application (PCMA) 
which will serve as a tool for inspection and reflect accomplishments of DPWH 
projects real- time (October 2017)

Groundbreaking ceremony of the 961.43 lineal-meter Bonifacio Global City – Ortigas 
Center Link Road Project (19 July 2017)
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 COMPLETED PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS as of 2017:

9.87-KM DAPA PORT – CONSUELO-
CORAZON – STA. CRUZ – STA. 
FE – LIBERTAD – CABITOONAN – 
CATANGAN – GEN. LUNA ROAD IN 
SURIGAO DEL NORTE

• Date Completed: January 2017
• Benefits: Enhances the 
accessibility of Surigao del Norte as 
the Surfing Capital

WIDENING OF A 4.75-KM SECTION 
OF RADIAL ROAD 10

• Date Completed: June 2017
• Benefits: Reduced travel time 
between Manila and Navotas City 
from one (1) hour to 30 minutes

The Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH) inaugurated the 
completed P62-million widening 
and drainage improvement project 
along the west bound of Quezon 
Avenue from Elliptical Road to 
Agham Road in Quezon City (3 
November 2017).

On 15 December 2017, the widened 
Barkadahan Bridge in Taytay, Rizal 
was opened. The 245-lineal meter 
bridge will benefit thousands of 
motorists utilizing Laguna Lake 
Highway as an alternative route to 
the congested EDSA and C-5 Road..

WIDENING OF THE 650-M 
GOVERNOR MIRANDA BRIDGE II 
ALONG THE DAANG MAHARLIKA, 
DAVAO DEL NORTE

• Date Completed: April 2017
• Benefits: Reduced travel time 
from Davao City to Tagum from 90 
minutes to 70 minutes 

14.85-KM NAIA EXPRESSWAY 
PHASE II FROM NAIA 
EXPRESSWAY PHASE I TO PAGCOR 
ENTERTAINMENT CITY

• Date Completed: April 2017
• Benefits: Reduced travel time 
between Skyway and NAIA 
Terminal 1 from 24 minutes to eight 
(8) minutes
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2018

CONSTRUCTION OF REGIONAL 
EVACUATION CENTERS 

COMPLETED REGIONAL EVACUATION CENTERS, AS OF MAY 2018

The Duterte Administration is ensuring 
that in times of disaster, they can provide 
shelter to the people and lessen disruption 
in the education of our children as schools 
are often used as evacuation centers. 

CONTRACT AMOUNT 
(IN MILLION PHP)

LOCATION REGION

CAR

I

I

I

III

IX

X

X

XI

Brgy. Mudiit, Dolores, Abra

Brgy. Agtipal, Bacnotan, La Union

Poblacion East, Calasiao, Pangasinan

Brgy. Callaguip, Paoay, Ilocos Norte

San Roque, Mexico, Pampanga
Santa Catalina, Lubao, Pampanga

Brgy. Turno, Dipolog City,
Zamboanga Del Norte

Brgy. San Fernando, Bukidnon

Poblacion, El Salvador City,
Misamis Oriental

Provincial Compound, Brgy. Cabidianan, 
Nabunturan, Compostela Valley

34.7

34.4

34.1

34.1

34.5

33.5

33.7

34.3

68.5
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COMPLETION DATEROADS

Davao river bridge (MA-A bridge) along the Davao City 
diversion road

Jct. (TER) Guindulaman – Anda - Badiang Cogtong Road

Anduyan Bridge and Aringay-Tubao Alternate Road

Dapa - Union - General Luna Road (UnionMalinao)

Jct. Menzi-Dahican-Lawigan Road

Balili-Suyo-Sagada Road

Sabangan-Sagada Road

April 2018

May 2018

June 2018

June 2018

October 2018

October 2018

November 2018

List of completed public works/road projects as of 2018:

STATUS OF EFFORTS OF THE 
BORACAY INTER-AGENCY TASK 
FORCE, AS OF JULY 19, 2018:

• 21 pipes illegally connected to the 
drainage have been cut preventing 
the discharge of waste water into the 
sea 
• Ordered the hotels and other 
establishments in the island to 
construct their own sewerage 
treatment plants 
• Five of nine Boracay wetlands will 
undergo rehabilitation in coordination 
with the private sector, i.e., JG Summit, 
Cebu Pacific, Aboitiz, BTSI, and San 
Miguel Corporation.
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2019

Inter-Island linkage projects completed:

Samal Island-Davao City Connector Bridge: 
• Construction of a 2.85-km bridge connecting Samal Circumferential Road 

to Davao City and to possibly connect the Davao City Coastal Road through 
a roundabout interchange.

• Travel time from Davao City to Samal Island will be reduced from 26-30 
minutes using RoRo/ferry operations to 2-5 minutes.

Bataan-Cavite Interlink Bridge:

• Construction of a 31-km, two long-span bridges connecting Mariveles, 

Bataan to Corregidor to Naic, Cavite.

• Travel time from Mariveles to Naic will be reduced from six hours to 45 

minutes.

4,199,228 jobs generated from Build, Build, Build since 2016.
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P384B EDSA Road Projects 

Malabon exit of NLEX Harbor link and NLEX Harbor 
Link Segment 10 open for public.

2020

P96.5-M river control project completed in Batangas 
city

COVID-19 RESPONSE:

-DPWH completed PICC health facility, among other health facilities in 7 days.

- 7 ‘Mega Community Quarantine’ facilities completed.

- DPWH donated manufactured swabbing test booth at Pampanga’s Jose Lingad 
Memorial Hospital.

- DPWH  built temporary dormitories for health workers at Quezon Memorial Circle.

- DPWH set up disinfectant tents, equipment to wash off virus from vehicles
on national highways.
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Tarlac-Pangasinan-La Union Expressway

The Department of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) and San Miguel Corporation (SMC) 
formally opened on July 15, 2020 the final section 
of the 89.21-kilometer Tarlac-Pangasinan-La Union 
Expressway (TPLEX), completing the four-lane toll 
road to speed up travel to and from Northern Luzon.
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BCDA

2016

AFP Modernization

The AFP is the BCDA’s main beneficiary, and 2016 saw Corporate Social Responsibility 
efforts for the three branches of the military. In 2016 alone, BCDA remitted Php4 billion 
to the Bureau of Treasury. Of the total amount remitted in 2016, Php3.6 billion was 
allotted for AFP modernization.

BUILD, BUILD, BUILD Infrastructure Spending Plan

Acceleration of infrastructure development is one of the reforms identified in President 
Duterte’s term. Public spending on mass transport systems, railways and roads is seen 
to reach over 7.2% of the GDP by the end of President Duterte’s term. The BCDA is 
deeply involved in game-changing solutions to the country’s epic congestion and 
traffic problem.The agency is focused on assisting in the Duterte administration’s 
massive infrastructure program, providing mechanisms for private sector enterprises 
and international agencies to take part in groundbreaking projects that open more 
economic opportunities for Filipinos.
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Institutionalization of Integrity Management

In its commitment to institutionalize the principles of good corporate governance 
in the entire organization, BCDA launched the Strengthen Integrity Development in 
BCDA (STRIDE-BCDA) Project to establish an integrity management system in the 
organization.This project gave rise to the development of BCDA’s Code of Conduct, 
Integrity Policy, Whistleblowing Policy and No Gift Policy.

BCDA Code of Conduct

- Through the BCDA’s Integrity Management System, the BCDA Code of Conduct was 
approved by the BCDA Board in 2015. It incorporates the organization’s Whistleblowing 
Policy and No Gift Policy.These policies comprise a set of integrity standards that 
promote transparency and accountability in BCDA’s processes, as well as address areas 
vulnerable to conflicts of interests. Observance of the Code was further reiterated in 
2016 through Office Order No. 004, where the BCDA Management, led by its President 
and CEO, directs all officers and employees to strictly observe the provisions of the 
BCDA Code of Conduct.

- The BCDA Code of Conduct takes into consideration the policies instituted by the 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) relating to integrity, transparency and accountability 
in government. It sets forth the principles, corporate values and the rules of conduct of 
BCDA officers and employees that govern their conduct, actions, and decisions when 
performing official duties and responsibilities.

- The implementation of the Code of Conduct formed part of BCDA’s deliverables to 
the GCG in its 2016 Performance Scorecard to further enhance transparency and to 
fully comply with the good governance conditions.

- Whistleblowing Policy. BCDA’s Whistleblowing Policy promotes responsible reporting 
and disclosure of vital information in response to the detection of fraud, bribery and 
corruption within the organization. It aims to encourage concerned individuals to testify 
on matters involving the actions or omissions of the BCDA officers and employees, 
including the members of the BCDA Board, that are illegal, unethical—violative of 
good governance principles and entail unhealthy business practices that are grossly 
disadvantageous to BCDA.
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BCDA Code of Conduct

- No Gift Policy. On the other hand, BCDA’s No Gift Policy adheres to the highest 
form of ethical standards and leads the BCDA organization to demonstrate fairness, 
professionalism and deliver quality services without expectations of any undue favor 
or reward.

- Code of Conduct and Ethical Standards for Public Officials and Employees. Further, 
BCDA adheres to Republic Act (RA) 6713 or the Code of Conduct and Ethical 
Standards for Public Officials and Employees. This is cascaded to new employees 
through theValues for Institutional Effectiveness Workshop (VIEW) conducted by 
the Organizational Development and Management Department (ODMD). The Board 
of Directors, top management and employees, upon the discharge of his/her duties, 
are required to take an oath of office.This is an affirmation by the said public official 
to uphold and defend the Constitution; that he/she will bear true faith and allegiance 
to it; obey the laws, legal orders and decrees promulgated by the duly constituted 
authorities; will faithfully discharge to the best of his/her ability the duties of the office 
or position upon which he/she is about to enter; and that he/ she voluntarily assumes 
the obligation imposed by his/her oath of office, without mental reservation or purpose 
of evasion.
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2017

The BCDA’s contribution to the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) modernization 
program tripled in the first year of President Rodrigo Duterte, as compared to the 
average contribution in the past 10 years. For 2017, the agency remitted almost  
Php5 billion to the Bureau of Treasury—the highest amount generated by BCDA for 
the AFP.
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In April 2017, the Build Build Build (BBB) Portal, which lists down the high impact 
infrastructure projects of different agencies such as BCDA, DPWH, DOTr, DBM, DOF, 
was formally launched during the first Dutertenomics forum in Manila.

The BCDA went full-steam ahead in implementing its big-ticket 
infrastructure projects in 2017 namely:

1) Clark International Airport (CRK) Expansion Project - In 17 May 2017, the project 
was approved by the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA) Investment 
Coordination Committee (ICC). It was subsequently approved by the NEDA Board on 
June 2017. The groundbreaking was held on 20 December 2017.

2) Subic-Clark Cargo Railway Project - On 1 August 2017, Feasibility Study was 
completed.

3) Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) to Bonifacio Global City (BGC) Bus Rapid 
Transit System - The project involves the development of a 19-kilometer bus system 
connecting the BGC Central Business District (CBD) with NAIA Airport Terminals. The 
feasibility study is currently being finalized for submission to the NEDA ICC.

4) New Clark City – This mixed-use development is envisioned to be the first smart, 
green and disaster-resilient master-planned community in the Philippines. In 2017, the 
Master Development Plan was finalized.

89



ECONOMIC AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

2018

National Government Administrative Center

New Clark City-Subic-Clark-Tarlac City-Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway Access Road

On 23 January 2018, BCDA led the groundbreaking ceremony of Phase 1A of the 
National Government Administrative Center held at New Clark City. The NGAC Phase 
1A is a 40 hectare land which will be used for the development of back-up offices of 
various agencies to ensure continuous business operations and services for the people 
in case of disaster. It also includes the development of a world-class Sports Complex 
with an Aquatics and Athletics Center in time for the Philippines’ hosting of the 2019 
Southeast Asian Games. Project cost is P12.695 billion for Phase1A and is targeted to be 
completed in 2019. The concrete pouring for the New Clark City sports facilities began 
last April 25, 2018. It was followed by the installation of the first steel column of the 
athletic stadium on 4 July 2018.

On 19 April 2018, the construction of the New Clark commenced. The 12.05 kilometer, 
eight-lane access road costs P3.125 billion, with two interchanges, three bridges, bike 
and pedestrian lanes, roadway lighting and linear parks. It is expected to be completed 
in the third quarter of 2019.
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Clark Brand Launch: 

Job Generation: 

On 26 November 2018, the BCDA and the Clark Development Corporation (CDC) 
launched the new Clark brand integrating the four districts: the Clark Freeport Zone, 
Clark Global City, Clark International Airport, and the New Clark City.

The Build Build Build team launched on 12 August 2018 the Jobs Jobs Jobs Caravan at 
the SMX Convention Center where thousands of jobs were offered to the public seeking 
employment in the construction sector.
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2019

New Clark City for the 30th Southeast Asian Games

- In time for the holding of the Southeast Asian Games from 30 November to 11 December 
2019, the PGH Polyclinic (Phase 1) of the Philippine General Hospital Satellite for Sports 
Medicine and Wellness (PGH-SSMW) at the New Clark City was inaugurated on 19 
November 2019. The PGH Polyclinic was equipped with a 24-hour Emergency Room 
Facility, Primary Care and Sports Medicine, Dentistry, Ophthalmology, Imaging Center 
(X-ray and Ultrasound), Diagnostic Laboratory and Pharmacy.

- Moreover, BCDA, together with infrastructure developer MTD Clark, Inc., built the new 
sports facilities as part of New Clark City Phase 1A in just 18 months since the project 
broke ground in January 2018. They completed the Athletes’ Village, the 2,000-seater 
Aquatics Center certified by the International Swimming Federation (FINA), and the 
20,000-seater Athletics Stadium with a track certified as Class 1 by the International 
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF).
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COVID-19 RESPONSE:

- The BCDA has undertaken and is continuously undertaking COVID-19 responses. 
Among these are the conversion of facilities to ‘Mega Community Quarantine’ Facilities, 
and building of temporary dormitories for health workers in different facilities.

- The BDCA also helped government agencies in conversion of facilities to 4 Mega 
Swabbing Centers

2020
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• President Duterte attended the 28th and 29th ASEAN Summits and the 11th East Asia 
Summit. President Duterte met as well with the Filipino community in Laos.

• President Duterte had a state visit in Indonesia. President Duterte and  Indonesian 
President Widodo discussed the threat of Abu Sayyaf, following the kidnapping 
instances of Filipino, Indonesian and Malaysian sailors earlier in the year.

LAOS & INDONESIA (5 - 9 September)

VIETNAM (28 - 29 September)

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:
FOREIGN RELATIONS

2016

• President Duterte’s Vietnam visit coincided with the commemoration of the 40th 
anniversary of diplomatic ties between the Philippines and Vietnam. President 
Duterte met with the Filipino community, and laid a wreath at the Vietnam War 
Memorial. The President also met with Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang where 
he was accorded honors and an official welcome.

FOREIGN POLICY
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BRUNEI & CHINA (16 - 21 October)

• President Duterte met with Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah and OFWs in Brunei. The President 
discussed with the Sultan the strengthening of Brunei–Philippines relations and BIMP-
EAGA through trade and investment. It was also discussed Brunei’s cooperation and 
support for the Bangsamoro peace process, as well as the strengthening of Halal 
product certification in the Philippines to improve the country’s agribusiness and 
tourism.

• President Duterte visited China to meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang. Discussions on ways on improving ties and cooperation 
amid regional issues, specifically the territorial disputes in the South China Sea, were 
done.

JAPAN (25 - 27 October)

• President Duterte visited Japan to discuss “economic and defense concerns” with 
the Japanese government and business executives.

FOREIGN POLICY
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THAILAND & MALAYSIA (9 - 10 November)

• President Duterte traveled to Thailand to pay respects to the late King Bhumbol 
Adulyadej. 

• The President later traveled to Malaysia to meet with Malaysian Prime Minister Najib 
Razak to discuss piracy in the Strait of Malacca, and the threat of Abu Sayyaf.

PERU (18 - 20 November)

• President Duterte attended the APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meeting in Lima 
hosted by Peruvian President Pedro 
Pablo Kuczynski.

• On the sidelines of the event, President 
Duterte held bilateral meetings with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on the 
expansion of the Philippines’ relations 
with both states.

CAMBODIA & SINGAPORE (13 - 16 December)

• President Duterte traveled to Cambodia 
to meet with Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and King Norodom Sihamoni. 
The visit was intended for the signing 
of deals on cooperation in trade, sports, 
tourism, and combating transnational 
criminal activities.  

• President Duterte traveled to Singapore 
where he met with Singaporean President 
Tony Tan and Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong to discuss areas of bilateral 
cooperation to pursue, primarily on 
counter-terrorism and combating illegal 
drug trade and transnational crime in 
the region.

FOREIGN POLICYFOREIGN POLICY
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• The Philippines’ successful chairmanship 
of the ASEAN 2017 and hosting of the 
50th year anniversary of the ASEAN 
where eight (8) priority economic 
deliverables fully achieved. 

2017

• The Philippines gained signed 
agreements or partner commitments 
in bilateral discussions during the 31st 
ASEAN Summit and Related Summits 
from 12-14 November 2017. 

• US– an aid amounting to $14.3-million for the rehabilitation of Marawi City and 
$2-million for anti-drug programs

• China –14 cooperation agreements on areas such as the economy, infrastructure, 
transportation, environment, intellectual property, national security, and finance

• Japan – For the first phase of the Metro Manila Subway, a total of ¥104.53-billion 
(P46- billion) will be provided by the Japanese government, while a loan amounting 
to ¥9.399-billion (P4-billion) will be given to cover the construction of a bypass 
road along the Philippine-Japan Friendship Highway in Plaridel, Bulacan. Further, 
the Japanese government has committed to provide an aid grant of ¥2.5-billion (P1-
billion) for the procurement of equipment and materials for counterterrorism, such 
as coast watch radars, and the reconstruction of man-torn Marawi.

FOREIGN POLICYFOREIGN POLICY
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• Russia – eight bilateral agreements on areas such as criminality, extradition, energy, 
communication, education, intellectual property, and audits and accounts

• New Zealand – three agreements on education, tourism, and geothermal industry
• President Duterte pushed for the mutual interests towards:
• Generalized System of Preferences (trade arrangements with US) and to start 

exploring talks on the Philippines-US Free Trade Agreement
• Improving market access for Philippine bananas in Australia, Japan and Korea
• Indian pharmaceutical companies to set up operations in the Philippines and provide 

cheaper medicines
• Cooperation against sea piracy threat in Sulu with Australia

MYANMAR & THAILAND (19 - 23 March)

• Common areas of cooperation 
identified with the two countries are 
on trade, tourism, agriculture, defense 
and security, intelligence, science 
and technology, cultural exchange, 
education, energy, and humanitarian 
assistance and development 
cooperation programs.

FOREIGN POLICYFOREIGN POLICY
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CAMBODIA, CHINA, & HONG KONG (10 - 16 May)

• President Duterte arrived in Phnom Penh to participate in the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) for Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 2017 and proceeded to 
the Informal Gathering of World Economic Leaders and to the Multilateral Meeting 
with the ASEAN Regional Strategy Group. The Chief Executive also attended the 
ASEAN Regional Business Council Special Session on DuterteNomics and ASEAN 
with business leaders. In all these, the President spoke of the opportunities for 
mutually beneficial partnership, especially in the Build-Build-Build, the Philippines’ 
infrastructure development program.

• While in Hong Kong, President Duterte met with the Filipino community at the Regal 
Airport Hotel. There are some 210,000 Filipinos working and residing in the Special 
Administrative Region.

• The last leg of the President’s trip was China to attend the One Belt One Road 
Forum for International Cooperation. The Belt and Road Initiative was launched in 
2013 as President Xi Jin Ping’s signature program for international cooperation. It 
complements President Duterte’s Build, Build, Build infrastructure plan, given the 
initiative’s emphasis on infrastructure and connectivity.

• The Philippines and China inked the Agreement on Economic and Technical 
Cooperation which will be the basis of China’s grant, amounting to around RMB 
500- million, for the conduct of feasibility studies for major projects, construction 
of the drug abuse treatment and rehabilitation center and bridges crossing the 
Pasig River. In addition, the Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) on Cooperation 
in Human Resource Development, on Energy Cooperation, and on News Publishing 
were also signed.

FOREIGN POLICYFOREIGN POLICY
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SAUDI ARABIA, BAHRAIN, & QATAR (10 - 17 April)

• During the President’s week-long 
three-country visit, he and his Cabinet 
delegation signed investment deals 
among Saudi, Bahraini, and Qatari 
businessmen amounting to over 
US$925-million. These are expected to 
create 62,000 jobs.

• The President and his Cabinet 
delegation also signed agreements 
on investment; labor cooperation; 
strengthening of diplomatic ties; air 
services; avoidance of double taxation; 
and cooperation on culture, health, and 
technical and vocational education 
and training.

RUSSIA (22 - 23 May)

• President Duterte held a bilateral meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
saying that the Philippines is seeking friendship with Russia.
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• President Duterte said he was pleased with Japan’s reiteration of its full commitment 
to “give flesh” to the 1 trillion yen pledge of assistance to the Philippines to boost 
economic and infrastructure development in the next five years, including a subway 
in Metro Manila and improving projects for the North South Commuter Rail.

• The President likewise thanked Japan for its continuing assistance in other areas 
such as countering terrorism and violent extremism, defense and capacity building, 
which include maritime safety and coastal surveillance, combating illegal drugs and 
pursuing lasting peace in Mindanao.

• However, the President had to cut short his trip to attend to a pressing matter in the 
Philippines – the Marawi siege – where the President had to declare martial law in 
Mindanao.

• While the President had immediately returned to the country, cabinet secretaries led 
by Former Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano remained in Moscow and signed several 
agreements related to tourism, agriculture, defense cooperation, trade and industry, 
foreign affairs, transportation, and culture and the arts on 24 May 2017 . These 
agreements broaden relations between the Philippines and the Russian Federation 
in various spheres.

JAPAN (30 - 31 October)

102



FOREIGN POLICYFOREIGN POLICY

VIETNAM (8 - 12 November)

• President Duterte visited Vietnam to attend the Asia Pacific Economic  Conference. 
The President together with other APEC Economic Leaders, agreed to work tirelessly 
for a free and open market and investment towards quality and innovative growth 
in the 21st century.
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INDIA (24 - 27 January)

• President Duterte attended the ASEAN-India Special Commemorative Summit and 
69th Republic Day of India. 

• During this visit, the President reiterated the country’s position in maintaining and 
promoting open, free, stable and secure maritime spaces, as well as responsible 
use of maritime domain, particularly in the Indo-Pacific region. The President also 
encouraged India to collaborate with ASEAN in line with the principles and standards 
outlined in the ASEAN Consensus on the Promotion of Migrant Workers. 

• At the bilateral level, President Duterte encouraged India to expand its cooperation 
in the areas of defense, counter-terrorism and the fight against illegal drugs. The 
President also reported that the Philippine and Indian business delegations secured a 
total of $1.25 billion worth of investments, which is expected to create approximately 
10,000 jobs.

2018

HONG KONG (11 - 12 April)

• President Duterte participated in the 32nd Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Summit. The Chief Executive had bilateral meetings with several ASEAN 
leaders. 
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  SINGAPORE (26 - 28 April)

• President Duterte participated in the 32nd Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Summit. The Chief Executive had bilateral meetings with several ASEAN 
leaders. 

• During his visit, the President thanked Singapore for hosting around 180,000 Filipinos 
who are living and working there. He also reiterated his fulfillment of his campaign 
promises to address corruption, and fight illegal drugs and criminality. 

• Furthermore, $185.7 million worth of investment agreements with Singaporean 
companies were signed. These commitments were expected to create around 1,920 
job opportunities for Filipinos.
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SOUTH KOREA (3 - 5 June)

• During President Duterte’s official visit to Seoul, South Korea, more than 20 
agreements were signed between the two countries which are expected to generate 
around $4.8 billion in investments and create about 20,000 to 25,000 new jobs.

MALAYSIA (14 - 16 July)

• President Duterte met with Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad to renew and reaffirm 
the long-standing brotherhood and friendship between our nations. In their dialogue, 
the President raised the urgency to address issues including terrorism and violent 
extremism, transnational crime, illegal drug trade and piracy on the high seas, 
which threaten the Southeast Asian region. The President likewise expressed his 
appreciation for Malaysia’s sustained support for the quest for just and lasting peace 
and development in Mindanao.
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ISRAEL (2 - 5 September)

• The visit of President Duterte was fruitful as the two governments have signed 
three agreements to further strengthen our bilateral ties. These agreements are 
the Memorandum of Agreement on the temporary employment of home-based 
Filipino caregivers, a Memorandum of Understanding on scientific cooperation, 
and a Memorandum of Intent on the collaboration on promotion of bilateral direct 
investment. Further, the President thanked Prime Minister Netanyahu for hosting 
almost 28,000 Filipinos in Israel. 

• Also in Israel, the President met with some businessmen to encourage them to invest 
in the country. He pledged to ease the cost of doing business and curb corruption in 
the country. During this event, 21 business agreements were signed between several 
private companies from the Philippines and Israel.

JORDAN (6 - 8 September)
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• President Duterte participated in the 33rd ASEAN Summit held in Singapore on 12-
15 November 2018. President Duterte attended important events that involved the 
discussion of mutual concerns among the ASEAN members, as well as meetings 
with other top leaders of non-ASEAN countries that affect the security, stability and 
economy of the region, where he vigorously articulated and espoused ideas and 
theories that could bring about solutions to the Asian countries’ collective problems. 

• Moreover, at the sidelines of the ASEAN Summit, President Duterte had a bilateral 
meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe where Japan underscored its 
commitment to enhance its partnership with the Philippines.

SINGAPORE (12 - 15 September)

• During President Duterte’s official visit to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the two 
countries discussed, among others, ways to expand further and improve cooperation 
on areas of mutual interests particularly in their efforts to counter terrorism and 
promote trade and investment. Moreover, two agreements were signed between 
the two countries to enhance the standards of protection for Filipinos employed 
as household service workers and to regulate labor deployment, exchanges and 
communication, and further studies on labor. At the end of the visits in Israel and 
Jordan, government-to-government and business-to-business sector agreements 
signed were valued at over $140 million. These agreements are expected to create 
more than 1,200 employment opportunities for Filipinos.
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• The President was in Bali, Indonesia on 10-11 October 2018 to participate in the 
ASEAN Leaders’ Gathering. President Duterte highlighted the government’s 
efforts to improve its performance in achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals. The Chief Executive also encouraged deeper cooperation among ASEAN, 
UN, International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank to implement ASEAN 
Community Vision 2025 and the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, as well as the roles of the IMF, World Bank and the ASEAN+3 
Macroeconomic Research Office in building the capacity of countries to reach 
their sustainable development targets.

INDONESIA (10 - 11 October)
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA (16 - 18 November)

• President Duterte was in Papua New Guinea to participate in the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Summit. He, together with 20 economic leaders, joined 
in the dialogue before prominent business leaders during the summit of chief 
executive officers of the APEC Business Advisory Council (ABAC), a meeting with 
leaders of the Pacific Islands Forum and a dialogue with the IMF.

• Furthermore, the Chief Executive likewise interacted with members of the Filipino 
community who work and reside in Papua New Guinea. Close to 40,000 of our 
countrymen and over 200 Philippine companies operate in this Pacific nation 
contributing to its overall domestic economy.
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• At the same day, the two leaders also witnessed the signing of agreements on 25 April 
2019: (1) Exchange of Letters on Production Capacity and Investment Cooperation 
between the Philippines and China and (2) Handover Certificate Grant-Aid for the 
Dangerous Drugs Abuse Treatment and Rehabilitation Centers Project between the 
Government of the Republic of the Philippines and the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China. President Duterte also had a bilateral meeting with Chinese Premier 
Li Keqiang. Further, the official visit to China resulted in 19 business agreements with 
an estimated investment value of US$12.165 billion. More than 21,000 of our fellow 
Filipinos are expected to be employed as a result thereof.

JAPAN (28 May - 1 June)

• The President had a working visit in Tokyo, Japan on 28 May to 1 June 2019 to 
participate in the 25th International Conference on the Future of Asia.

• During the working visit, twenty-six (26) business agreements were signed having 
an estimated investment value of P288 billion (US$5.511 billion) projected to create 
more than 82,000 jobs in the country.

• The President also had a productive and fruitful summit meeting with his Japanese 
counterpart, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. Prime Minister Abe gave a heartfelt welcome 
to President Duterte, who he considers as his special friend. Prime Minister Abe 
expressed great delight to see the Filipino Chief Executive whom he last met in 
November of last year. “As a friend closer than a brother,” the President stressed 
that Japan is a valued ally for peace, development and the rule of law in a rapidly 
evolving region. The Chief Executive emphasized that Philippines-Japan relations 
have an exemplary partnership built on shared values fostered over the years by 
mutual trust and respect.
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• President Duterte went to Bangkok, Thailand, on 21 to 23 June 2019 to participate 
in the 34th Association of the Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Summit. During the 
visit, the President met with several top business executives and industry captains 
representing various strategic sectors in Thailand’s economy which range from 
banking, tourism, food and beverage to real estate, energy and agro-industry. The 
President thanked Thai businessmen for playing an important role in strengthening our 
domestic economy and providing job opportunities to our countrymen, considering 
especially that Thailand is the Philippines’ third top investing country during the first 
quarter of this year.

• For his participation in the ASEAN Summit, the President joined other ASEAN 
leaders in an interface with the ASEAN Business Advisory Council (ABAC). He 
lauded the council for its pro-active participation, particularly on efforts to enhance 
the competitiveness of ASEAN micro, small and medium-scale enterprises (MSMEs) 
through inclusive human capital development and public-private partnerships in 
regional economic cooperation and development initiatives.

THAILAND (21 - 23 June)
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• The President also attended the 34th ASEAN Summit Retreat where he expressed 
concern and disappointment over the delay in the negotiations for a Code of Conduct 
(COC) in the South China Sea. The Chief Executive explained that the longer the 
delay for an early conclusion of the COC, the higher the probability of maritime 
incidents happening and the greater the chance for miscalculations that may spiral 
out of control. PRRD urged ASEAN to remain united and steadfast in protecting time-
honored principles of international law. He expressed his support for the Philippines 
to adopt the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo- Pacific to reaffirm ASEAN’s strategic role 
and the vision of a closely integrated Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean regions.

• On the 13th Brunei-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP- 
EAGA) Summit, the President called on his fellow ASEAN leaders to, among others, 
[a] establish a BIMP-EAGA Facilitation Centre, a fully functioning secretariat, to make 
the BIMP-EAGA more responsive and resilient in view of the dynamism within the 
region; [b] bring into fruition the Food Basket Strategy to maximize the comparative 
advantages of the member countries’ local economies; [c] develop the halal industry 
to a global industry and [d] improve member countries’ physical connectivity and air 
linkages to improve sub-regional trade, while securing the borders from terrorism 
and illegal drugs.
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• President Duterte had an official visit to China on 29 August to 1 September 2019 upon 
the invitation of Chinese President Xi Jinping. The two Presidents had a productive 
bilateral meeting where they discussed the comprehensive strategic cooperation 
between their respective nations. PRRD likewise took the occasion to talk with his 
Chinese counterpart in the crafting of a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. 
With the Philippines as the designated country coordinator of the ASEAN-China 
Dialogue Relations, the Filipino head of state articulated his firm belief that the 
Code of Conduct would contribute in the resolution of numerous conflicts in the 
disputed areas of the South China Sea. Chinese President Xi agreed with President 
Duterte that there is a need for the formulation of the Code of Conduct and it should 
be crafted within the last remaining years of PRRD. President Duterte was also 
steadfast in raising with President Xi concerns central to the Philippines’ claim in the 
West Philippine Sea (WPS), which include the ruling held by the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration in the Hague. He said that the arbitral award is final, binding and not 
subject to appeal.

CHINA (29 August - 1 September)
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• Aside from measures of continued understanding and cordiality committed by the 
two leaders, the 8th meeting between them also saw the Philippines and China 
entering into a number of agreements for cooperative measures and assistance in 
the key areas of education, science and technology, and economic growth, among 
others. Specifically, these mutually beneficial agreements are:

1. Exchange of Notes on Cooperation Procedure for the Availment and Utilization 
of Concessional Loan under a Renminbi-denominated Loan Facility (between the 
Philippine DFA and the China International Development Cooperation Agency);

2. Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the Field of Higher 
Education from 2019 to 2024 (between the Philippine CHED and Chinese Ministry 
of Education); 3. Memorandum of Understanding on Scientific and Technological 
Cooperation (between the Philippine DOST and Chinese Ministry of Science and 
Technology);

4. Cooperative Arrangement on the Implementation of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement Regarding Cooperation and Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters 
(between the Philippine DOF/BOC and the Chinese General Administration of 
Customs);

5. Implementation Contract on Project of China-Aid Container Inspection 
Equipment (between the Philippine DOF/BOC and the Chinese Ministry of 
Commerce); and

6. Preferential Buyer’s Credit Loan Agreement of Project Management Consultancy 
of the Philippine National Railways South Long Haul Project (between the 
Philippine DOF and the Export-Import Bank of China).
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RUSSIA (1 - 6 October)

• President Duterte’s official visit to Moscow and Sochi, Russian Federation was held on 
1 to 6 October 2019. President Duterte went to Russia upon the invitation of President 
Vladimir Putin and our leader views his latest trip as an auspicious opportunity to 
deepen our ties with the Russian Federation. He further considers this second visit 
as a good occasion to broaden Philippines-Russia cooperation in a wide range of 
areas, such as trade and economics, defense and military, health, and science and 
technology, among others.

• President Duterte had an amiable and fruitful bilateral meeting with President Vladimir 
Putin where he expressed his pleasure of once again meeting the Russian leader and 
where he took the occasion to thank the latter for the invitation to attend the Valdai 
Forum, as well as the warm reception extended to him and his delegation. President 
Duterte told President Putin the remarkable progress of Philippines-Russia relations 
after he sought the rebalancing of traditional partnerships and the deepening of 
relations with non-traditional partners at the onset of his Administration. PRRD 
specifically cited a Philippine Navy vessel which sailed to Russia last year – an 
unprecedented goodwill visit never been done in previous governments. Also, the 
President mentioned the opening of defense attaches in both countries, which is an 
indication of the long-term commitment to enhance defense relations between the 
Philippines and Russia.
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JAPAN (22 - 23 October)

THAILAND (1 - 4 November)

• President Rodrigo Duterte was in 
Tokyo, Japan on 22 to 23 October 
2019 for an official visit. He joined 
other world leaders to participate in 
the Ceremonies of the Accession to 
the Throne of His Majesty Emperor 
Naruhito.

• The President had an official visit to Bangkok, Thailand, to participate in the 35th 
ASEAN Summit and Related Summits on 1 to 4 November 2019. During the plenary 
forum, President Duterte opted to talk about the challenges that face ASEAN 
while the regional bloc charts its own course, and thereafter shared his insights in 
addressing the same. These include transnational crimes, advances in technology, 
protectionism and trade-related tension among ASEAN partners, environmental 
sustainability and geopolitical transformation.

• The Chief Executive, in elaborating geopolitical transformation, mentioned the issue 
of the South China Sea, which he considers as one that is of strategic importance 
to ASEAN. President Duterte articulated the firm stance of the Philippines on the 
issue, that is, the same must be resolved peacefully in accordance with international 
law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The 
President further mentioned that maintaining freedom of navigation and overflight 
above the South China Sea is a priority of ASEAN.
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SOUTH KOREA (24 - 26 November)

• The President had an official visit in Busan, South Korea, to participate in the 2019 
ASEAN-Republic of Korea Commemorative Summit on 24 to 26 November 2019.

• President Duterte’s official activities in Busan kicked off with PRRD meeting top 
officials of Korean companies during the latter’s courtesy call. The Filipino Chief 
Executive told Korean business leaders the significant headways made under his 
Administration in terms of sound macroeconomic policies and infrastructure build-
up and connectivity. President Duterte particularly cited the enactment of the Ease 
of Doing Business Law, the massive infrastructure program -- some of which are 
funded by the Republic of Korea -- and the implementation of the Inclusive Industrial 
Strategy.

• President Duterte then had a bilateral meeting with ROK President Moon Jae-In 
where he first thanked the Korean leader for his gracious hospitality. PRRD likewise 
expressed gratitude to the Korean government for its donation to the earthquake 
victims of Mindanao. The Philippine leader cited ROK’s contribution to our economic 
growth as the latter is our 4th largest trading partner and 13th source of foreign direct 
investments. Both leaders witnessed the signing and exchange of five agreements 
covering a wide range of areas of cooperation, such as education, social security, 
fisheries, tourism, and trade.
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National Task Force on the West Philippine Sea

• The DFA facilitated greater collaboration across the bureaucracy in bolstering the 
Philippines’ maritime interests by providing important inputs to the inter-agency 
National Task Force on the West Philippine Sea (NTF-WPS), particularly in its 
capacity as chair of the Political, Security, and Diplomatic Working Group.

• The DFA participated in a total of 33 NTF-WPS meetings in 2016. These discussions 
led to the formulation of policy directions, action plans, and public diplomacy 
strategies which were submitted to the President.

• The Political, Security, and Diplomatic Working Group pursued key actions including 
the proposed publication of the Philippines’ official map, which requires geologic 
surveys by relevant technical agencies; the formulation of the preliminary information 
concerning the outer limits of the Philippine Continental Shelf in the West Palawan 
Region, which the government aims to submit to the Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf (CLCS); further discussion on the development and exploration of 
Benham Rise; and the streamlining of domestic maritime-related statutes including 
the possible passage of bills on maritime zones and archipelagic sea lanes.

EFFICIENT GOVERNMENT SERVICES & 
ASSISTANCE TO NATIONALS

2016

119



FOREIGN POLICYFOREIGN POLICY

2016 Permanent Court of Arbitration Ruling 

• On 12 July 2016, the Philippines welcomed the issuance of the award by the Arbitral 
Tribunal constituted by the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) under Annex VII 
of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) on the 
arbitration proceedings initiated by the Philippines with regard to the WPS/SCS. 
The Arbitral Tribunal’s decision which upholds international law, particularly the 
1982 UNCLOS, clarified the maritime entitlements of the Philippines and China in the 
WPS/SCS and favored the submissions of the Philippines.

• The Philippines called on all those concerned to exercise restraint and sobriety and 
strongly affirmed its respect for this milestone decision as an important contribution 
to ongoing efforts in addressing disputes in the SCS. The Philippines reiterated its 
abiding commitment to efforts to pursue the peaceful resolution and management 
of disputes with a view to promoting and enhancing peace and stability in the region.
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2017

• OFWs and their families in the Philippines can now 
look forward to quicker response and improved 
services from the DFA with the signing of new 
guidelines on the use of the more than P1-billion 
in funds that President Rodrigo Duterte ordered 
released to assist Filipinos who encounter 
emergencies and other problems abroad.

• The DFA released the Implementing Rules and Regulation (IRR) of Republic 
Act No. 10928 otherwise known as “An Act Extending the Validity of Philippine 
Passports”, which extends the validity of Philippine Passports from five years to 10 
years starting January 2018.

• 1,200 slots reserved daily for travel agencies were removed and converted into 
additional slots for regular applicants.
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• Since the start of 2018, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has been successful 
in repatriating thousands of undocumented or overstaying Filipinos from Kuwait. All 
amnesty grantees will receive P5,000 each in financial assistance from the Department 
to help them adjust in the country while they look for other job opportunities.

DFA Repatriation of OFWs in Kuwait

2018

• On 21 February 2018, the Philippines welcomed Kuwait’s granting of the DFA’s 
request to extend its amnesty program which would allow more undocumented 
Filipinos to come back home. The Department encouraged Filipinos in Kuwait to 
apply for amnesty and repatriation.

• From August to September 2018, the DFA recorded a total of 1,194 OFWs who were 
repatriated from Dubai and Abu Dhabi. The DFA assisted our OFWs as they availed 
themselves of the amnesty program of the United Arab Emirates.
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• The DFA-Office of Migrant 
Workers Affairs (OMWA) extended 
financial assistance amounting to 
P5,000.00 on 22-24 August 2018 
to 1,030 OFWs affected by flight 
delays and cancellation due to an 
airline incident at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (NAIA).

Financial Assistance

Passport Services

• The DFA announced that from the previous one-
month waiting time, the release of passports 
will now be available in as early as six working 
days after application. This started on 1 October 
2018.

• The DFA launched the Passport on Wheels to make passport application more 
accessible and meet its increasing demand. From 15 January to 5 July 2018, the DFA 
has accommodated around 138,000 applications nationwide. Currently, there are 15 
locations of the mobile units within NCR and 48 all over the country.
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OFW Jennifer Dalquez

• OFW Jennifer Dalquez finally got back to the Philippines on 2 November 2018 after 
almost four years of imprisonment in the United Arab Emirates. Dalquez was found 
guilty and sentenced to death by an Abu Dhabi court for stabbing to death her 
employer in 2014 after the latter threatened to kill her for refusing to have sex with 
him. The DFA-OMWA provided Dalquez with a lawyer since her case was heard by 
the Court of First Instance in March 2015. The Philippine Embassy representatives 
were also present during her court hearings and visited her several times at the Al 
Ain Central Jail.
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Signing of Memorandum of Agreement with Kuwait

• On 13 May 2018, a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Philippines and 
Kuwait has been signed during the Philippine delegation’s visit to the Middle Eastern 
country. The signing of the MOA is a first step to provide legal protection for Filipinos 
working in Kuwait. The agreement was signed by Former Secretary Alan Cayetano 
and Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

• The two countries agreed to “uphold ethical recruitment policies, systems, and 
procedures for the recruitment and employment of domestic workers, subject to 
the applicable laws and regulations of both parties.” Further, the MOA ensures that 
employers will provide food, housing, clothing, and the registering of the domestic 
worker in Kuwait’s health insurance system. It also provides one month’s salary to 
workers for every year of service rendered after the expiration of the work contract.
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• The Philippines hosted the 4th Meeting of the Philippines-China Bilateral Consultation 
Mechanism on the South China Sea (BCM) on 02-03 April 2019 in Manila. The meeting 
had a productive exchange of views on ways to enhance maritime cooperation in 
areas in the SCS, maritime search and rescue, maritime safety, maritime environmental 
protection/ maritime scientific research, and fisheries in relevant Working Group 
meetings under the framework of the BCM, without prejudice to their respective 
positions on sovereignty, sovereign rights, and jurisdiction, cooperation on joint 
exploration and development of maritime oil and gas.

• The 5th meeting of the Philippines-China Bilateral Consultation Mechanism on the 
South China Sea (BCM) was held on 28 October 2019 in Beijing, China. Both sides 
recognized and are encouraged by the good momentum of the Philippines-China 
relations, and highlighted the importance of leveraging on the positive and fruitful 
meetings between President Rodrigo Roa Duterte and President Xi Jinping.

• The two sides recognized the importance of other complementary bilateral and 
multilateral platforms in maintaining regional peace and stability including ASEAN-
China Dialogue Relations, the ASEAN Regional Forum, and the East Asia Summit. 
Both sides reiterated the importance of the full and effective implementation of 
the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC), and 
their commitment to the early conclusion of an effective and substantive Code of 
Conduct in the South China Sea (COC).

Protection of Maritime Sovereign Interests 
(West Philippine Sea and Philippine Rise)

2019
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• From 01 January to 31 November 2019, a total of P776,369,941.88, was utilized from 
the Assistance to Nationals (ATN) Fund, which assisted a total of 141,242 overseas 
Filipinos (OFs); and P167,509,052.53 was utilized from the Legal Assistance Fund, 
which assisted a total of 5,314 OFs.

Assistance to OFWs
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Passport Issuance

• The DFA has issued a total of 4,048,909 passports throughout 2019.

• The DFA intensified its effort to bring passport services closer to the public through 
the launching of the Passport-on-Wheels (POW) program in different cities and 
towns. The POW has eight service vehicles, each with a processing capacity of 500 
applications per day.

• In 2019, three additional consular offices were opened -Malolos, Bulacan; Clarin/
Ozamis, Misamis Oriental; and Dasmarinas, Cavite.

• A total of 116,437 passports were issued through the conduct of POW services in 
206 cities and municipalities.
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2020

129

• As of July 20, 2020, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) reported that a total 
of 95,702 Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) had been repatriated to the Philippines 
amid the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.

COVID-19 Repatriation Program (as of 20 July 2020)



III.  
Human Development 

and Social Welfare



The Department of Science and Technology developed the microsatellites 
Diwata-1 and Diwata-2. Both microsatellites are used for earth observation and 
for application to disaster and risk management, agriculture, forest monitoring, 
resource assessment, and maritime.

2016

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

• Diwata-1 was released into 
orbit on April 27, 2016

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND
SOCIAL WELFARE

• Diwata-2 was launched 
on 29 October 2018.
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From January to September 2017, 
the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) provided good quality 
seeds, planting materials, animals, 
fertilizer and other soil ameliorants, 
and other production support 
services to 88,678 farmers and 
4,518 farmer association/groups. 
8,745 individuals and 117 fisher 
folk benefitted from the provision 
of various environment-friendly 
fishing gears.

2017

Installation/construction of small – scale 
irrigation projects (SSIPs) is one of the 
strategies developed by the Department to 
provide supplemental irrigation in times of 
dry season particularly in rice, corn, and high – 
value crop production.

Dam embankment and pond area of San 
Jose SWIP

• A total of 3,489 small-scale irrigation projects was installed/constructed 
generating 11,823.27 hectares of new service area.

• A total of P14.8-million financial assistance was provided to 1,012 
farmers affected by typhoons, tropical depression, avian influenza, and 
the armed conflict in Marawi City.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND
SOCIAL WELFARE
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In March 2017, the National Color-Coded Agricultural Guide 
(NACCAG) Map was launched. This internet-based agri-mapping 
helps farmers and fisherfolks to make informed decisions by 
identifying the agricultural areas that are naturally suitable for 
20 crops.

Small - Scale Irrigation System
Water Resources Management Division 
staff inspect the shallow tube well at 
Bongdo, Surigao del Norte
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On 2 April 2018, the Department 
of Agriculture (DA) launched the 
Halal Food Industry Development 
Program (DA-HFIDP) at the Shariff 
Kabungsuwan Cultural Complex in 
Cotabato City.

2018

On 2 February 2018, the President signed Republic Act No. 10969, also 
known as the Free Irrigation Service Act

• To ensure that irrigation service 
is made available through the 
continued construction, repair, and 
maintenance of necessary irrigation 
facilities.

• RA No. 10969 would further relieve 
our farmers and their irrigation 
associations from the burden and 
consequence of unpaid irrigation 
service fees.
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DA in Region 12 opened a P49.3 million-worth diversion dam at Barangay Kanibong 
in Tulunan, North Cotabato on 20 October 2018. The dam is expected to irrigate 
about 600 hectares of production area of Barangay Kanibong. In addition, the 
DA distributed other farm interventions and assistance amounting to more than 
P600,000 which include 600 bags of inbred seeds, 100 bags of certified seeds, 100 
bags of corn seeds, 560 pieces of high value crops including Guyabano, Marang, 
Guava, Durian, Lanzones and Rambutan, and 30 pieces of Bolo under the Special 
Area for Agricultural Development (SAAD) program.

• National Inland Fisheries Enhancement Project (NIFEP) and the Balik Sigla sa 
Ilog at Lawa (BASIL) Project was able to completely rehabilitate and restore 
95 management areas (rivers, lakes, and dams).

• As of November 2018, ongoing rehabilitation/restoration of 40 management 
areas.

• The project validated 217 management areas that need rehabilitation.
• From July 2016 – November 2018, 32.3 million fingerlings have been dispersed 

that benefited 1,341 fisherfolk and groups in 15 regions 
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The DENR, together with the Department of Tourism (DOT) and Department of 
Interior and Local Government (DILG), recommended the closure of the Boracay 
Island for six months starting 26 April 2018. The DENR was tasked to clean up and 
make Boracay Island a livable community and an enhanced tourism destination.

• On 8 May 2018, President Duterte signed Executive Order No. 53 which created 
a Boracay Inter-Agency Task Force to “formulate, implement, and oversee 
policies, as well as strictly enforce national laws and local ordinances, to ensure 
the rehabilitation and ecological sustainability of Boracay Island.”
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2019

The Department of Agriculture (DA) turned over a total of P60,045,251.89 worth 
of farm interventions and commitments to the local government of Pigcawayan, 
North Cotabato on 2 February 2019.

As part of President Duterte’s objectives to improve the lives of the farmers 
and make sure that each and every Filipino has food on the table, the following 
interventions from the banner and special programs of DA-12 were given to 
the farmers, fishers, agri-stakeholders of Pigcawayan LGU: Rice Program, 
P35,018,496.89; Corn Program, P18,264,473; High Value Crops Program, P150,000; 
Organic Agriculture Program, P86,650; SAAD Program, P2,403,968; Quick 
Response Program, P3,759,914; Normalization, P186,750; and BFAR, P175,000.
The Department also handed over two units of four-wheel drive tractors worth 
more than P5.25 million and directed DA-12 Regional Executive Director to fast 
track the delivery of additional 18 units worth P22.68 million, to be distributed to 
all the barangays of Pigcawayan.
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On 14 February 2019, President Duterte signed Republic Act No. 11203, An Act 
Liberalizing the Importation, Exportation and Trading of Rice, Lifting for the 
Purpose the Quantitative Import Restrictions on Rice, and for other Purposes.

Strengthen support to the rice farmers through free seeds, fertilizers, solar 
irrigation, and equipment and credit so that they will be able to increase their 
production by at least 2 metric tons per hectare per harvest. This is expected to 
cushion the effect of low buying price expected at a range of P16 to P18 per kilo;
Intensify the NFA Procurement Program which buys clean and dry palay at P17 
per kilo plus a P3.70 additional incentive per kilo. The DA and NFA will also 
offer incentives like the Production Loan Easy Access (PLEA) loaning program, 
fertilizer and equipment to those who will sell their produce to the NFA;
Encourage and support rice farmers to use rice seed varieties with better eating 
quality so that their produce would fetch a better price.
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The agriculture chiefs of DA and the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (BARMM) signed several Memorandums of Agreement (MOA) amounting 
to P303 million on 2 May 2019. The signed MOA included programs for high value 
crop development, construction of farm-to-market roads and solar-powered 
irrigation systems, and livestock development, among other banner programs.

On 17 April 2019, President Duterte 
signed Republic Act No. 11321 or Sagip 
Saka Act which establishes the Farmers 
and Fisherfolk Enterprise Development 
Program

• Improvement of production and productivity, including agricultural 
extension services, skills development, provision of production inputs, 
equipment, facilities, and infrastructure for production and post-
production activities;

• Improvement of producers’ and enterprises’ access to financing in the 
form of credit grants and crop insurance;

• Provision of access to improved technologies through research and 
development; and

• Provision of business support and development services, particularly in 
the areas of access to markets, marketing, and networking.
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On 27 January 2019, Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
Secretary Roy Cimatu officially declared 
the start of the Manila Rehabilitation at the 
Baywalk in Manila.

On Feb. 19, 2019, President Rodrigo 
Duterte signed the Administrative 
Order (AO) 16, creating the Manila 
Bay Task Force to expedite the bay’s 
rehabilitation and restoration of the 
coastal and marine ecosystem.

• As of 21 November 2019, a total of 13,212 commercial establishments were 
inspected. Of these, 2,684 were issued Notice of Violation and 107 were issued 
Cease and Desist Order.

• About 37,752,885.67 kilograms of solid wastes were collected through numerous 
cleanups using trash boats and trash traps.

• The rehabilitation of Manila Bay also resulted in relocation of 125,556 informal 
settler families. 

In an effort to rehabilitate the remaining 7.1 
million hectares of unproductive, denuded, 
and degraded forest lands from 2016 to 
2028, the Enhanced National Greening 
Program was vigorously pursued. As of 
November 2019, a total of 608,691 hectares 
were established and produced 673,656,566 
seedlings nationwide. 

iOrbit  News: https://i1.wp.com/iorbitnews.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/09/4-2.jpg?resize=900%2C600
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President Rodrigo Duterte distributed an 
initial P160-million worth of agriculture, 
fishery and livelihood assistance to 
farmers, fishers, and other rural folk 
affected by the Taal Volcano eruption, in 
simple ceremonies on January 14, 2020 
at Batangas City Sports Complex, which 
serves as one of the evacuation centers.

2020

The Department of Agriculture (DA) has 
approved an initial PHP2 billion to fund two 
lending programs for young entrepreneurs to 
start their own agricultural enterprise. 

• President Duterte and Agriculture 
Secretary William Dar awarded 
an initial P2.708-million worth of 
assistance including crop insurance, 
livelihood, seeds and seedlings, 
and farm machinery, among other 
donations to the affected farmers and 
fisherfolk of Talisay, Tanauan, and 
Sto. Tomas.

• The Agricultural Credit Policy Council 
(DA-ACPC) would implement the agri-
entrepreneurship programs for the youth, 
namely the Young Agripreneurs Loan 
Program (YALP)

• Micro and Small Agribusiness Loan 
Program (MSALP) — with an initial budget 
of PHP1 billion each. 
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The Department of Agriculture 
(DA) extends its full support for the 
establishment of an agribusiness 
one-stop-shop called “Malasakit sa 
Magniniyog: Coco Center” following the 
signing of an inter-agency Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU).

KADIWA ni Ani at Kita:The Department of 
Agriculture (DA) is forging stronger ties 
with the local government units (LGUs) 
to ensure that households that were 
affected by the enhanced community 
quarantine have access to food supply.

IsDA on-the-go, a flagship program 
of Philippine Fisheries Development 
Authority and a part of its Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) project, was 
originally launched in Antipolo, Rizal last 
April 2019. To date, it has engagements 
in 6 barangays of Antipolo, 36 in 
different Waltermart branches, various 
cooperatives within Metro Manila, and in 
various Kadiwa stalls.
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Under the DA’s proposed Distribution and 
Marketing System, a two-mode KADIWA ni 
Ani at Kita was rolled out, where DA will found 
suppliers for the food requirements of the 
residents of areas affected by the imposed 
Luzon-wide quarantine. 
Agriculture Secretary William Dar welcomed the 
proposal of Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez to 
tie-up the Department of Trade and Industry’s 
(DTI) Diskwento Caravan with the Department 
of Agriculture’s (DA’s) Kadiwa ni Ani at Kita 
Program.

The Department of Agriculture (DA) has launched the Urban Agriculture Project 
as part of its “Plant, Plant, Plant Program” with a donation of assorted vegetable 
seeds and seedlings to the City Government of Muntinlupa on April 7, 2020.
In an effort to digitize Philippine agriculture, the Department of Agriculture (DA) 
through Planters Products Inc. (PPI) and the Satsure AG signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) on June 8, to provide better crop insurance in the country using 
satellite technology.

• The Department of Agriculture (DA) and private sector partners launched on 
May 4, the “eKadiwa” an online marketing platform that directly links producers 
and agripreneurs to consumers
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The conference highlight included the signing of the 
Memorandum of Agreement titled “Institutionalized 
Leveraging of Infrastructure Program for Airport 
Development (iLiPAD) led by Tourism Secretary 
Bernadette Romulo–Puyat and Transportation Secretary 
Arthur P. Tugade. The institutionalized convergence 
program primarily aims to synchronize efforts to boost 
airport and route development programs.

On the initiative of the DOT, the Civil Aeronautics 
Board put forth during the board meeting its 
proposal to enhance the Air Passenger Bill of Rights 
(APBR). While it already contains strong provisions 
protecting the consumer, in cases of force majeure, 
including the right to compensation and amenities 
in case of flight delays or cancellation of flights, the 
APBR will be further strengthened by introducing 
provisions that will empower passengers to get 
timely notice or information from the airline, 
whether the flight will be cancelled, delayed, or 
push through.
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The Department of Tourism (DOT) and 
Turkish Airlines signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) that aims 
to reinforce and affirm the country’s 
position in the European, Mediterranean, 
and other international markets being 
serviced by Turkish Airlines.

The Department of Tourism (DOT) has 
launched an online training program 
for the country’s tourism stakeholders 
to stay relevant, learn to cope with 
the difficulties arising from the global 
pandemic novel coronavirus or 
COVID–19, and to facilitate transition 
to recovery.

• In connection with the said events, including the signing of the MOU, coincided 
with the celebration of the 70th anniversary of bilateral relations between the 
Philippines and Turkey.

Earwax Red News and Information: https://earwaxred.com/dot-
turkish-airlines-form-partnership-to-increase-philippine-tourism-
from-europe-and-mediterranean-source-markets/
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The Republic Act (RA) No. 11470 or the National Academy of Sports (NAS) Act was 
signed by President Rodrigo Duterte on June 9, 2020 that establishes NAS designed 
as an educational facility for student-athletes. It is tasked to implement a secondary 
education program that is integrated with a special curriculum on sports to help young 
Filipino athletes develop further their sporting skills granting full scholarship to qualified 
student-athletes.

The Republic Act (RA) No. 11476 was signed by President Rodrigo Duterte on June 25, 
2020 mandating the inclusion of Good Manners and Right Conduct (GMRC) classes 
in the K-12 program. The law helps the youth learn important values as GMRC will be 
incorporated in the students’ daily learning activities as a regular subject from pre-
school to grade 10. While values education will be integrated in the students’ other 
subjects in senior high school. 
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In 2016, President Duterte 
gave a P1 billion fund to the 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD) for 
the implementation of a free 
medicines program. Now called 
the Lingap at Gabay Para sa 
May Sakit (LinGaPsaMaSa), 
it is being implemented in 21 
accredited government regional 
hospitals in five regions - NCR, 
III, VI, VII & XI. 

2016

SOCIAL WELFARE

In August 2016, in response to 
President Duterte’s directive 
the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) launched a 
One-Stop Shop for OFWs where 
government frontline services 
are made accessible to Filipinos 
who are currently working or 
planning to work overseas.
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From July 2016 to June 2017, the Department of Education (DepEd) has:

2017

• Constructed 36,838 classrooms;
• Delivered 448,935 school seats; and
• Hired 29,725 teachers for the 

implementation of the K to 12 Program.

• As of March 2017, 93.7% (1.8-million students) benefitted from the DepEd’s 
school-based feeding program.

• P997, 405,080 special hardship allowances were distributed to teachers assigned 
to multi-grade classes, mobile teachers, and Alternative Learning System (ALS).

Unicef: https://www.unicef.org/philippines/education
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• Implementation of the P8.3-billion 
Free Tuition in State Universities 
and Colleges which benefitted a 
total of 990,899 students.

In August 2017, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte signed Republic Act No 10931 or the 

Universal Access to Quality Tertiary Education Act (UAQTE) which enabled more 

Filipinos to gain equitable access to quality education by institutionalizing Free Higher 

Education (FHE), Tertiary Education Subsidy(TES), Student Loan program (SLP), and 

Free Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET). To date, there are 1.18 

million students enrolled in SUCs and 78-CHED students who are grantees under the 

tertiary education subsidy (TES). 
Ensured the operationalization of free public tertiary level education and the 

provision of financial Assistance to an increasing number of recipients studying 

in private HEIs.

CHED provides educational support to Filipino undergraduates through CHED’s 

merit-based and needs-based Student Financial Assistance Programs (STUFAPs), 

which catered to a total of 1.21 million student beneficiaries from AY 2016-2019. 

Moreover, there are budget allocations of P1 billion for the student loan program 

and  P7 billion for the free TVET. 
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The Executive Order No. 12 aims 
to intensify and accelerate the 
implementation of critical actions 
necessary to attain and sustain 
“zero unmet need for modern family 
planning” for all households by 2018 
within the context of the Responsible 
Parenthood and Reproductive Health 
Law and its implementing rules.

In August 2017, President Duterte has signed the Republic 
Act No. 10932 or Anti-Hospital Deposit Law that states 
that “in emergency or serious cases, it shall be unlawful 
for any hospital or medical clinic to request, solicit, 
demand or accept any deposit or any other form of 
advance payment as prerequisite for administering basis 
emergency care, for confinement or medical treatment 
and support to any patient.”

On May 2017, Executive Order No. 26 provided for 
the establishment of a smoke-free environment in 
public and enclosed places.
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The DOLE anti-illegal contractualization 
campaign benefitted 125,352 workers 
from regular employment status.

On September 2017, the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) issued 
a Department Order No. 178, or “Safety and Health Measures for Workers who 
by Nature of their Work have to Stand at Work”, no longer requires private 
workers particularly women wear-high heeled shoes.
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DOLE anti-illegal contractualization campaign

Executive Order No. 44 was approved by the Land Bank 
of the Philippines’ (LBP) acquisition of Philippine Postal 
Savings Bank (PPSB) and authorized PPSB conversion into 
Overseas Filipino Bank (OFB), which aims to efficiently 
deliver microfinance and micro-insurance products and 
services overseas Filipinos.

Monetary Benefits signed by the President:

• For Domestic – 1800-888-1349
• For International – 800-8888-1349
• The Hotline attended to 120,297 queries 

from 85,874 calls received

Executive Order No. 33 – increases the employment compensation funeral benefits 
in the private and public sectors.
Social Security Services (SSS) – Pension – P2,000 across-the-board pension 
increase will be granted to the Social Security System’s over two million pensioners 
in two tranches
Administrative Order No. 2 – granting the gratuity pay for job order and contract 
service workers in government.
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On August 2017, five (5) additional public hospitals in NCR started to provide 
Libreng Gamot Para sa Masa (LinGap sa Masa).

Starting March 2017, P600 rice subsidy was provided to 4.3-million household 
beneficiaries under the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program.

• Jose Reyes Memorial Hospital;
• East Avenue Medical Center;
• Lung Center of the Philippines;
• Philippine Children’s Hospital and;
• San Lazaro Hospital
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2018

On 20 June 2018, the President approved 

Republic Act No. 11037, or “Masustansyang 

Pagkain Para sa Batang Pilipino Act,” which 

institutionalized a national feeding program 

for undernourished children in public 

daycare, kindergarten, and elementary 

schools to combat hunger and malnutrition. 

The Department of Education (DepEd), the 

DSWD, and the DA will be the lead agencies 

to implement the program.

On 8 January 2018, the Department of Health (DOH) reported a 

27% decrease of fireworks-related injuries in welcoming 2018 as 

a result of the Executive Order (EO) No.28 which provides for the 

regulation of firecrackers and other pyrotechnic devices. 
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On 20 June 2018, President 

Rodrigo Duterte signed Republic 

Act No. 11036 or the Philippine 

Mental Health Law.

On 10 October 2018, President Duterte certified as urgent the passage of 

the Universal Health Care (UHC) Bill.

Establish a national mental health 

policy directed towards improving 

the health of the population.

Underscores the basic right of all 

Filipinos to mental health care 

while shaping the structural and 

attitudinal challenges to achieving 

positive mental health.

On 27 November 2018, the UHC was approved by the bicameral 

conference committee which seeks to provide affordable health 

care to all Filipinos. The UHC when enacted to law will catalyze 

reform of the healthcare system in the Philippines, particularly 

strengthening primary care services, through Philhealth.
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President  Duterte on  29  November 

2018 approved Republic Act No. 

11148 or the Kalusugan at Nutrisyon 

ng Magnanay Act.

Efforts on the “Anti-ENDO” campaign resulted in the regularization 

of 411,449 workers from August 2016 to 3 December 2018. Of this 

figure, 289,534 workers or 70% were regularized via voluntary mode 

and 121,915 workers or 30% through regular inspection. 

Year

2016

2017

2018 (as of 3 
December)

Total

29,897 9,502 39,399

53,542

318,508

411,449

26,573 26,969

233,064 85,444

289,534 121,915

Voluntary Regular Inspection Total

143,897 establishments with 8.306 million workers were inspected 

by the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE). The country’s 

employment has recovered for 2018 generating 826,000 net 

employment with services and industry as main drivers of growth. 

Agriculture continues to suffer employment losses.
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Major 

Industry  

Total Employment 
(all Industries)

Agriculture 

Industry

Services

40,998,000 40,334,000 41,160,000 826,000

11,064,000 10,261,000 10,003,000 (258,000)

7,159,000 7,370,000 7,842,000 472,000

22,775,000 22,703,000 23,314,000 611,000

2016
(Baseline)

2017 2018
Increase/

Decrease (2017 
vs 2018)

On 18 June 2018, the Overseas Filipino (OF) Bank was launched as a 

fulfillment of the President’s promise and the Executive Order No. 44.

The bank will strengthen the government’s presence in the remittance 

market and eventually influence lower costs of bank remittance. Since 

the launching of the OF bank, a total of 2,351 accounts amounting to 

P15 million have been opened by OFs and their families.

By sector, net employment gainers are construction (326,000), 

manufacturing (143,000), public administration and defense, 

compulsory social security (154,000) and administrative and support 

services activities (111,000).
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In November 2018, the DOLE-OWWA launched the OFW e-CARD, which serves 

as proof of active OWWA membership and provides easy access to welfare 

services, scholarships, training programs, and social benefits from OWWA. 

It may also serve as a valid government ID and allows instant verification of 

OWWA membership and reduces documentary requirements. 

On 16 July 2018, the DSWD, DOH, PhilHealth, and the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 

Office (PCSO) signed a Joint Administrative Order on Streamlining Access to Medical 

Assistance Fund of the Government. The joint order will allow for the establishment 

of ‘one- stop shops’ or “Malasakit Centers” in all PhilHealth-accredited hospitals 

and health care providers to assist indigent Filipinos in financing their medical 

needs or the needs of their ill relatives. This will lessen the queues, waiting hours, 

and paper works needed by the patients in applying for medical assistance. 
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In April 2018, TESDA announced it is offering free skills training to the 

affected workers and residents in the island of Boracay, Aklan. For 

the first program, TESDA offered skills training under the Training for 

Work Scholarship Program (TWSP) such as agri-business, information 

technology-business process management (IT-BPM), semiconductors, 

and electronics. Under the Special Training for Employment Program 

(STEP), the agency will offer manicure, pedicure, sewing, massage 

therapy and bread making.

TESDA reported that a total of 2,159 overseas Filipino workers in various 

countries received their National Certificates (NCs) or Certificate of 

Competencies (COCs) as part of their onsite assessment program (OAP).

A total of 349 Indigenous Peoples (IPs) in the province of Antique were 

benefited by the skills training conducted at TESDA-accredited schools. 

The training includes installing precast balusters and handrail, masonry, 

plaster concrete/masonry surface and wellness massage.

As of 25 July 2018, about 5,651,831 out of the 10 million 

beneficiaries have already received their P2,400 Unconditional 

Cash Transfer (UCT) grants for 2018. Those who have received 

their grants include 4,295,464 Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino 

Program beneficiaries; 1,215,426 seniors under the Social Pension 

Program; and 104,941 families under the Listahanan.
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On 18 July 2018, the Department of Education 

presented the development and implementation 

of its Last Mile Schools Program which aims 

to address the gaps in resources and facilities 

of schools that are located in geographically 

isolated and disadvantaged and conflict-

affected areas (GIDCA).

On 31 July 2019, the President signed 

Republic Act No 11358 or the National 

Vision Screening Act.

DepEd enjoined all offices across 

governance levels—through DepEd 

Memorandum No. 59, s. 2019—to jointly 

plan and implement programs, projects, 

and activities to expedite the delivery of 

the needed services in the last mile schools. 

National Vision Screening Program will 

be established under the Department 

of Education to screen the eye vision of 

kindergarten students.

2019

160



HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND
SOCIAL WELFARE

To ensure accessible quality education in the new autonomous 

region in Mindanao, the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) 

signed on 30 October 2019 a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace 

Process (OPAPP) to provide assistance to higher education 

institutions (HEIs) and government instrumentalities. This is 

consistent with Executive Order No. 79 or the Implementing 

Annex on Normalization under the Comprehensive Agreement 

on the Bangsamoro.

The President signed Republic Act No. 11215 which institutionalized a national 

integrated cancer control program on 14 February 2019. This program aims to decrease 

the overall mortality and impact of all adult and childhood cancer; lessen the incidence 

of preventable cancer in adults and children; prevent cancer recurrence, metastasis 

and secondary cancer among survivors and people living with cancer; provide timely 

access to optimal cancer treatment and care for all cancer patients; make cancer 

treatment and care for more affordable and accessible; improve the experience 

of cancer treatment and care of patients and families; support the recovery and 

reintegration to society of cancer survivors; and eliminate various forms of burden 

on patients, people living with cancer, survivors and their families. The implementing 

rules and regulations (IRR) of this law was signed in August 2019.
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The President signed Republic Act No. 11223 

or the Universal Health Care Act on 20 

February 2019 which seeks to progressively 

realize universal health care in the country 

through a systemic approach and clear 

delineation of roles of key agencies and 

stakeholders towards better performance 

in the health system; and ensure that all 

Filipinos are guaranteed equitable access to 

quality and affordable health care goods and 

services, and protected against financial risk.

On 25 July 2019, the President signed Republic Act No. 11346 

entitled Increasing the Excise Tax on Tobacco Products, 

Imposing Excise Tax on Heated Tobacco Products and Vapor 

Products, Increasing the Penalties for Violations of Provisions 

on Articles Subject to Excise Tax, and Earmarking a Portion 

of the Total Excise Tax Collection from SugarSweetened 

Beverages, Alcohol, Tobacco, Heated Tobacco and Vapor 

Products for Universal Health Care, Amending for this 

purpose Sections 144,145, 146,147, 152, 164, 260, 262, 263, 

265, 288 and 289, repealing section 288(B), and 288(C), 

and Creating new Sections 263-A, 265-B, and 288-A of the 

National Internal Revenue Code of 1997, as amended by 

Republic Act No 10963, and for other purposes.
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Republic Act No. 11228 was signed by the 

President on 22 February 2019. This law 

provides for the mandatory PhilHealth coverage 

for all persons with disability (PWDs). Premium 

contributions for all PWDs shall be paid by the 

national government. 

In response to the mandate of the Republic Act No. 11036 or Mental Health Act, the 

Department of Health (DOH) launched the National Center for Mental Health (NCMH) 

CRISIS HOTLINE which will provide assistance to all individuals undergoing any mental 

health crisis, respond to queries on all issues related to mental health and the mental 

health law, provide information, initial counselling as necessary and proper triaging to 

capable mental health professionals or health facilities among others. The hotline can 

be reached at 0917 899 8727 (USAP) and 989 8727 (USAP) operated 24/7. 

World Health Organization : https://www.who.int/philippines/news/feature-stories/
detail/philippines-delivering-mental-health-services-closer-to-the-communities
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On 25 October 2019, the DOH, 

in partnership with the United 

States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), launched the 

DOH Academy’s e-learning platform 

to facilitate health workers’ core 

training through standardized online 

learning modules.

As a rapid response and prevention to the polio outbreak, the DOH started its 

Synchronized Polio Vaccination campaign or “Sabayang Patak kontra Polio”. The 

campaign aims to boost immunization coverage against polio by giving three doses 

of the oral polio vaccine to all children five years old and below, regardless of their 

immunization status, in areas at risk particularly in Metro Manila and Mindanao. 

Human Resources For Health in 2030: https://hrh2030program.org/
philippines-e-learning/
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DOLE intensified its inspection of private establishments to ensure 

their compliance with labor laws and standards. From July 2016 to 

April 2019, DOLE inspected 166,586 establishments covering 11.53 

million workers nationwide. 

Efforts on the anti-endo campaign led to the regularization of 462,428 

workers from August 2016 to May 2019. Of this figure, 334,983 workers 

were regularized through voluntary regularization while 127,445 workers 

were regularized through inspection.

Year

2016

2017

2018

2019
(as of May)

Total

29,897 9,502 39,399

53,542

318,508

48,488

462,428

26,573 26,969

233,064

43,371

85,444

5,117

334,983 127,445

Voluntary Regular Inspection Total

165



HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND
SOCIAL WELFARE

Signed on 11 July 2019, DOLE 

together with other government 

agencies through the Inter-Agency 

Task Force on the Employment of 

Foreign Nationals signed a joint 

memorandum circular entitled Rules 

and Procedures Governing Foreign 

Nationals Intending to Work in the 

Philippines that will regulate foreign 

nationals by harmonizing the 

regulations and policy guidelines 

governing the issuance of permits 

and visas to foreign nationals 

intending to work in the Philippines.

President Rodrigo Duterte signed on February 

21 the Republic Act 11222 or the “Simulated 

Birth Rectification Act,” that aims to streamline 

the adoption process in the Philippines.

Simulation of birth is defined under the law as the 

“tampering of the civil registry to make it appear in 

the record of birth that a child was born to a person 

who is not the child’s biological mother, causing the 

loss of the true identity and status of such child”.

The law allows the rectification of simulated birth of 

a child where the simulation was made “for the best 

interest of the child, and that such child has been 

consistently considered and treated by the person 

or persons who simulated such birth as her, his, or 

their own daughter or son.”
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Last 19 September 2019, President 

Duterte led the ceremonial release 

of the government’s socio-

economic assistance packages 

amounting to P16.5 million to 727 

members of the Kapatiran Para 

sa Progresong Panlipunan, Inc. 

(KAPATIRAN).

In line with the Duterte Administration’s goal to achieve a just and lasting peace and 

development, the DSWD has released more than P119 million in financial assistance 

for some 1,190 decommissioned former combatants of the Moro Islamic Liberation 

Front (MILF). Through DSWD’s Field Office in Region XII, each decommissioned 

combatant received P80,000 under the Bangsamoro Transitory Family Support 

Package (BTFS) and another P20,000 through the Livelihood Settlement Grant 

(LSG). This is part of the Socio-Economic Program component provided under 

Executive Order (EO) No. 79 which focuses on the Normalization Track of the 

Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro (CAB) signed on 27 March 2019. 
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Signed by the President on 12 April 2019, 

the Magna Carta of the Poor reiterates the 

policy of the state to “uplift the standard 

of living and quality of life of the poor and 

provide them with sustained opportunities 

for growth and development.”

On 17 April 2019, President Duterte signed Republic Act 11310 or the Pantawid 

Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps) Act which institutionalized the said 

program. The 4Ps is the national poverty reduction strategy and a human 

capital investment program that provides conditional cash transfer to poor 

households for a maximum period of seven years to improve the health, 

nutrition and education aspect of their lives. 

The budget for the program has increased continuously from P62 billion 

in 2016 to P89 billion, in 2018 and 2019. 

Fig. 1. Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program: Target Households 

Beneficiaries vis-a-vis Budget, CY 2016-2019

2016

62.67
78.19

89.41 89.75

2017

HH Beneficiaries 
in Million Budget in Billion

2018 2019
0.00 0.00

2.00
40.00

4.00

6.00 80.00

4.621 4.402 4.400 4.400
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Lingap at Gabay Para sa May Sakit 

(LinGaPsaMaSa): This program 

implements the President’s directive 

to provide free medicines, medical 

supplies, prosthetics, medical and 

assistive devices, medical implants, 

laboratory tests, diagnostic 

procedures, chemotherapy and 

dialysis assistance to indigents 

or families and individuals. The 

program is being implemented in 

29 accredited government regional 

hospitals in five identified regions 

(NCR, III, VI, VII & XI). To date, a total 

of 93,179 clients were served utilizing 

P879.58 million (87.96%) from the P1 

billion allocation. 

As the President’s flagship project aiming to 

fight hunger and malnutrition in the Bangsamoro 

Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) 

which remains the poorest region in the country, 

it aims to saving the lives of children in BARMM, 

aged 0-12 years old, who are vulnerable to dying 

or getting sick due to malnutrition as a result of 

extreme poverty and ongoing armed conflict in the 

region. For 2019, a total of 15,890 children and 4,823 

lactating mothers were served by the Bangsamoro 

Umpungan sa Nutrisyon (BangUn) Project in 

BARMM, that is, 105.93% of the 2019 annual target 

of 15,000 children and 68.90% of the 2019 annual 

target of 7,000 pregnant and lactating women.
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On 10 April 2019, the President signed into law 

Republic Act No. 11262 which amended the 

Tourism Act of 2009. The law mandates Tourism 

Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority 

(TIEZA) to have sole and exclusive jurisdiction 

to grant incentives to tourism enterprise zones 

(TEZs) until 31 December 2029. 

On 25 November 2019, in line 

with securing strong tourism 

ties, the the country inked the 

Implementation Program on 

Tourism Cooperation between 

the Republic of Korea and the 

Philippines which is valid from 

2019 to 2024 or five years from 

date of signing which aims 

to promote two-way tourism 

and strengthen the overall 

cooperation of the two countries 

concerning tourist safety, security 

and quality assurance. 
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With the signing and implementation of Republic Act No. 11203, also known as Rice 

Liberalization Act, the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) 

has started giving training to rice farmers under the Rice Extension Services Program 

(RESP) component of the said policy through the approval of TESDA Circular No. 

101, Series of 2019 last 16 September 2019. Under the RESP, the TESDA shall “teach 

skills on rice crop production, modern rice farming techniques, seed production, farm 

mechanization, and knowledge/technology transfer through farm schools nationwide.”

Last 4 April 2019, TESDA together with the Department of Transportation (DOTr) has 

launched the scholarship program dubbed “TsuperIskolar’’ intended for jeepney drivers 

and other stakeholders under the Public Utility Vehicle Modernization Program (PUVMP). 

The program was launched in Pangasinan where 900 PUV drivers have been identified 

as among the initial beneficiaries of the said scholarship program.
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The President signed Executive 

Order No. 83  entitled  Approving 

and Adopting the National 

Technical Education and Skills 

Development Plan (NTESDP) 

2018-2022 on 17 June 2019.

Ensure that all skills development programs and schemes conform with 

the quantitative and qualitative objectives of the NTESDP 2018-2022 

and all skills trainings and development are aligned with the Philippine 

Qualifications Framework and all instituted national standards;

Monitor the implementation of the NTESDP 2018-2022, and conduct 

periodic assessments to evaluate its efficiency and effectivity; and

Submit, through the Department of Trade and Industry, semi-annual 

reports to the Office of the President on the implementation of NTESDP 

2018-2022. 

Training for Work Scholarship 
Program (TWSP)

Private Education Student 
Financial Assistance (PESFA) 
PESFA

RA No. 10931 - UAQTEA
(budget received from CHED in 
October 2018 only)

829,816

59,247

-----

874,330

64,803

16,992

ENROLLED GRADUATES
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In January 2020, the Department of Education reported that the 

average number of out-of-school youth and adults (OSYA) returning to 

school via the Alternative Learning System has increased substantially 

under President Duterte’s administration.

In line with the shift to alternative modes of learning such 

as online or digital learning, the DICT directed its regional 

offices to coordinate with the DepEd (Department of 

Education), Commission on Higher Education, SUCs 

(state universities and colleges), and other educational 

institutions for the prompt installation and deployment of 

the Free WiFi Internet Access Service.

57 percent higher compared to the past administrations because of its 

full support to the alternative learning system (ALS).

66 percent or 1,329,667 learners who enrolled between 2016 and 

2018 have completed their learning objectives and can now take the 

equivalency tests to higher education.

2020
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President Rodrigo Duterte has approved the plan of the 

Department of Education (DepEd) to raise the country’s 

quality of education after the Philippines scored the 

lowest among 79 countries in reading comprehension in 

an assessment last year.

In February 2020, the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) expands 

financial assistance to IPs in Nueva Vizcaya, the Tulong Dunong Program grants 

a P15,000 per year stipend to qualified students who are currently enrolled in 

universities and colleges and whose family income is below P300,000 per year.
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The Philippine Railways Institute (PRI) was 

created by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte under 

Executive Order No. 96 to serve as a research and 

training center under the DOTr. This is in response 

to the urgent need to develop the human resource 

capacities of railway personnel to ensure their 

availability and competence and guarantee their 

compliance with generally accepted standards 

of practice, as well as the rules and regulations 

pertaining to the safety, operation, and 

maintenance of railways.

The Commission on Higher 

Education (CHED) and the Unified 

Student Financial Assistance 

System for Tertiary Education 

(UniFAST) continue to make 

Tertiary Education Subsidy (TES) 

stipends available to grantees 

enrolled in private higher 

education institutions (PHEIs) as 

the country copes with the effects 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The PRI will handle the planning, implementation, 

and regulation of development efforts for 

personnel in the railway sector.
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Pursuant to the whole-of-government approach to combat the Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 (COVID-19), the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) and 

the Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT) 

are working together to enhance the capability of the faculty of our Higher 

Education Institutions (HEIs) for Flexible Learning.

In January 2020, President Duterte 

signed into law a measure raising taxes 

on alcohol beverages and electronic 

cigarettes entitled “The Sin Tax Law” or 

the Republic Act 11467.

DICT will conduct a series of Webinars scheduled this month of May and 

June 2020.

In line with DICT’s Technology Empowerment for Education, Employment, 

Entrepreneurship, and Economic Development (Tech4ED) Project.
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The Department of Health (DOH)  

announced additional rounds of 

Sabayang Patak Kontra Polio 

(SPKP) in all regions of Mindanao 

and the National Capital Region, 

extending the campaign until 

April 2020.

The Department of Health (DOH) lauds 

the recent signing of Executive Order 

(EO) No. 104 , s. 2020 for Improving 

Access to Healthcare through the 

Regulation of Prices in the Retail of 

Drugs and Medicinesby President 

Rodrigo Duterte, cutting the retail 

prices of some 87 high cost medicines 

by up to 58%.
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The Department of Health (DOH), led by Secretary Francisco T. Duque 

III together with representatives from the Department of Social Welfare 

and Development, Philippine Health Insurance Company, and Philippine 

Charity Sweepstakes Office, signed the Implementing Rules and 

Regulations for RA 11463, also known as the Malasakit Center Act.

The Department of Health (DOH)and the Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA) lauds the recent 

signing of Executive Order No. 106 (EO No. 106) by 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte which prohibits the 

manufacture, distribution, marketing and sale of 

unregistered and/or adulterated Electronic Nicotine/

Non-Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS/ENNDS) 

or electronic cigarettes, heated tobacco products 

(HTPs), and other novel tobacco products.

The Department of Health (DOH), together with the Philippine Children’s 

Medical Center (PCMC) and The Medical City (TMC), signed the 

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) creating a consortium to support 

pediatric patients with medical conditions requiring liver transplantation.
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The Bayanihan to Heal as One Act, also 

known as the Republic Act No. 11469 

Bayanihan Act was enacted in March 

2020 granting President Duterte the 

additional authority to combat the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

President Rodrigo Duterte has approved in principle 

the PHP2.25-billion budget for the procurement of 

personal protective equipment of 5,000 health care 

workers tasked to respond to the novel coronavirus 

COVID-19 threat.

DOH launched the DOH COVID-19 emergency 

hotlines 02-894-COVID (02-894-26843) and 

1555 in partnership with the National Emergency 

Hotline of the Department of Interior and Local 

Government (DILG), and PLDT and its wireless 

subsidiary Smart Communications Inc.
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The Department of Health (DOH) launched its new COVID-19 Tracker in line 

with its commitment to promote transparency and accountability. 

The revamped tracker features additional information on the 

epidemiology of COVID-19 in the country, COVID-19 testing, health 

facilities, and availability of personal protective equipment (PPEs).

The public can now view data on the laboratory testing capacities of 

the DOH accredited laboratories including the total number of tests and 

unique individuals tested. Likewise, the public can now have a snapshot 

of our health system’s capacity in responding to the pandemic based on 

data collected from the DOH DataCollect application.

The Inter-Agency Task Force – National Task Force (IATF-NTF) and the 

Department of Health (DOH), with support from the Asian Development 

Bank (ADB), convened the TASK FORCE T3 (for Test, Trace and Treat). 

This public-private task force will support the Government’s efforts 

to swiftly expand RT-PCR (Reverse Transmission – Polymerase Chain 

Reaction) testing for COVID-19 from the current level of approximately 

4,500 per day, to at least 30,000 tests per day by May 30, 2020.

World Health Organization Philippines: https://twitter.com/
whophilippines/status/1245284577377234944
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The DOH today launched the second phase of the non-communicable 

diseases (NCD) Mobile Phone Survey project. This project aims to 

encourage the public to take part in the NCD Survey on how Filipinos 

are keeping themselves healthy. 

Executive Order (EO) No. 104, also 

known as “Improving Access to 

Healthcare Through the Regulation 

of Prices in the Retail of Drugs and 

Medicines Act,” provides economic 

relief to Filipinos by making 87 life-

saving medicines or 133 formulations 

more affordable.

The EO mandates up to  fifty percent 

(50%) reduction on the prices of 

medicines for top burden diseases 

such as hypertension, diabetes, 

breast, colorectal and lung cancers, 

chronic kidney disease, and asthma 

/ chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease (COPD).
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The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) has 

provided emergency employment assistance to some 

10,000 beneficiaries in 10 municipalities in Batangas 

affected by Taal Volcano’s eruption.

President Rodrigo Duterte 

gave the green light to the 

Department of Labor and 

Employment (DOLE) to 

impose a total deployment 

ban of overseas Filipino 

workers (OFWs) to Kuwait 

after finding out the Gulf State 

tried to hide the truth behind 

Jeanelyn Villavende’s death.

The Department of Social Welfare and 

Development (DSWD) has assisted 

37 distressed overseas Filipinos 

(OFs) who arrived in the country from 

Beirut, Lebanon, and Baghdad, Iraq on 

December 25 last year.

Repatriates were given financial 

assistance worth PHP3,000 each 

while those who traveled with 

children received PHP5,000 each.
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President Rodrigo Duterte led 

the unveiling of the marker of 

the Malasakit Building during 

the 69th Founding Anniversary 

of the Department of Social 

Welfare and Development 

(DSWD) at the DSWD Central 

Office in Quezon City on Jan. 

29, 2020.

President Rodrigo Duterte has approved the 

proposal to grant around 5,448 housing units to 

families residing within the seven-kilometer radius 

danger zone near the restive Taal Volcano.
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President Rodrigo Duterte signed the Republic 

Act No. 11478 on July 1, 2020 to increase the bed 

capacity of the Bicol Medical Center from five 

hundred (500) beds to one thousand (1,000) beds, 

upgrading its service facilities and professional 

health care services, authorizing the increase of its 

medical workforce complement, amending for the 

purpose Republic Act No. 8053, and appropriating 

funds therefor.



HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND
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President Rodrigo Duterte signed the Republic Act No. 11480 on July 17, 2020 

amending Section 3 of the Republic Act No. 7797, otherwise known as “An Act 

to Lengthen the School Calendar from Two Hundred (200) Days to not more 

than Two Hundred Twenty (22) Class Days”. The newly signed Act allows the 

President to set a new start date for the school year during a state of emergency 

upon the advice of the education secretary. It also authorizes public and private 

schools to hold classes on Saturdays.
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The Department of Budget and Management 

issued Budget Circular 2020-4 on July 17, 

2020 implementing the increase in Salary 

Grade and salaries of government nurses 

from Salary Grade (SG) 11 to Salary Grade 

(SG) 15 increasing their income by as much 

as P10,000 per month under the Salary 

Standardization Law (SSL).



IV.  
Good Governance, Justice,

Peace and Security



01

GOOD GOVERNANCE, JUSTICE, 
PEACE, AND SECURITY

GOOD GOVERNANCE:

2016

President Duterte signed 

Executive Order No. 2, s. 2016, or 

the Freedom of Information (FOI) 

program in the executive branch 

on November 25, 2016 along with 

its online portal, eFOI.

The government launched its Citizens’ 

Complaint Hotline 8888 during the first 

few months of the Duterte administration.

The FOI platform now has 217 

participating agencies.

Malacañang said 87% of the 

complaints had been resolved while 

27,000 of the 31,000 complaints 

have been referred to the concerned 

agencies as of June 30, 2017.
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On August 1, 2016, 911 was launched as the nationwide 

emergency hotline number by the Philippine National Police 

(PNP). 9-1-1 is patterned on the same system that was 

implemented in Davao City by President Rodrigo Duterte 

while he was still mayor.

According to the Department of Interior and Local 

Government (DILG), the 911 nationwide hotline will connect 

the caller to emergency, rescue, police, or fire services.
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2017

The President signed Executive Order No. 43, s. 2017 which created 

the Presidential Anti-Corruption Commission (PACC), which 

will directly assist the President in investigating and/ or hearing 

administrative cases primarily involving graft and corruption against 

all Presidential appointees.

May 2018 - May 2019, PACC received and acknowledged 

2,836 corruption-related complaints, 1,051 of which were 

deemed actionable.

PACC has also collaborated with the Commission on Audit 

(COA), the Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC), and 

the Career Executive Service Board (CESB) to strengthen 

the fight against corruption.

GOOD GOVERNANCE, JUSTICE, 
PEACE, AND SECURITY
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2018

The Bureau of Customs (BOC) created an automated 

document tracking system to speed up the disposition of 

criminal and administrative cases that the BOC files.

Customs Memorandum Order (CMO) No. 09-2018 was signed to operationalize 

and implement BOC’s Legal Case Management System (LCMS). The CMO 

covers criminal cases filed through BOC’s Bureau Action Team Against 

Smuggling (BATAS) as well as administrative cases involving erring customs 

employees.

As of the President’s Mid-Term Report to the People 2016-2019, a total of 90 

cases have been filed before the Department of Justice (DOJ), with a total 

dutiable value of PhP9.88 billion.

BATAS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Year

2017 15

69

6

90

2018

TOTAL

Jan-May 2019

6,577.17

3,259.57

46.42

9,883.16

No. of Cases Total Dutiable Value of Filed 
Cases (In million PhP)
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The Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) launched the Bantay 

Korapsyon Program in 2018 to heed to President Duterte’s marching order to 

eliminate corruption in the government. It is a flagship program of the DILG 

encouraging the involvement and participation of various stakeholders in the 

fight against corruption down to the grassroots level.

Since the launching of the program (based on the President’s Mid-Term 

Report to the People 2016-2019), a total of 680 complaints have been 

received, 260 of which are being acted upon, while other complaints are 

being reviewed for initial evaluation.

Among the complaints received are involved election violations, irregular 

cash advances, non-existing government projects, and continuous budget 

allocation for completed projects.
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In line with the government’s drive for transparency in local governance, the 

Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) launched Subaybayan 

ang Proyekto ng Bayan or SubayBAYAN last July 2018.

SubayBAYAN is an online platform where the public can monitor 

the implementation of the various projects in their respective local 

government units.
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192

2019

Through a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with five 

Local Government Units (LGUs) in Metro Manila (Marikina, 

Parañaque, Pasig, San Juan, & Valenzuela), the DILG launched 

its Safe Philippines Project on 22 November 2019.

The project aims to improve the capabilities of the DILG and LGUs toward a more 

collaborative and more efficient management of public order, safety, and security 

through the use of available information and communication technology (ICT)-

driven subsystems and solutions.

The project targets to reduce crime rate and improve response time of law 

enforcers and responders such as police and fire personnel during natural and 

human-induced emergencies.

This entailed the construction of an integrated or converged Intelligent Command, 

Control and Communication Center (IC4) for the National 911 Public Safety 

Answering Point, DILG, Philippine National Police (PNP), Bureau of Fire Protection 

(BFP), and Bureau of Jail Management and Penology (BJMP).



GOOD GOVERNANCE, JUSTICE, 
PEACE, AND SECURITY

Under the Revenue Integrity Protection Service (RIPS), 297 investigations were 

initiated against employees in revenue-generating agencies from July 2016 to June 

2019. In the same period, 44 charges were filed against erring employees.

In May 2019, the DILG launched its first mainstream television series “Tayo Na!” 

to communicate the department’s projects and activities to a wider audience and 

urge them to participate in the DILG’s good governance programs.

It is an educational magazine show that features the services, priority projects, 

success stories, and informational briefers for the Filipino audience.
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In March 2019, Operation 

L!STO Disaster Preparedness 

Manual Volume 3 was launched. 

This included a preparedness 

guide for governors, which 

contained general and minimum 

preparatory actions for provinces 

when preparing for disasters.

The President signed Republic Act 

No. 11439 entitled An Act Providing 

for the Regulation and Organization 

of Islamic Banks on 22 August 2019 

which mandates the Bangko Sentral ng 

Pilipinas to exercise regulatory powers 

and supervision over the operations 

of Islamic banks and to issue the 

implementing rules and regulations on 

Islamic banking.
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JUSTICE:

2017

On 4 July 2017, the DOJ started the operation of its DOJ Frontline Services 

Center. It is located at the DOJ Main Office ground with 15 transaction windows 

to allow the public immediate access to the following DOJ Offices:

National Prosecution Service Docket, Board of Claims, Witness Protection 

Program, Internal Affairs Unit, Releasing of Request with DOJ manned by 

the National Prosecution Service, Records, Legal Staff, Personnel, Finance, 

Office of the Secretary Docket, Cashier and Personnel.
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2018

In 2018 the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) introduced and maintained 

improvements in the criminal records clearance processing in line with the 

Administration’s effort to improve frontline services and reduce transaction 

cost. This includes the multi-purpose fixed rate clearance, cutting the paperless 

process from five steps down to three steps through the online registration and 

electronic payment, and taking part in the one-stop center for OFWs.
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2019

In March 2019, operatives of the NBI-North Eastern Mindanao Regional Office 

(NBI-NEMRO) seized numerous master cases of cigarettes with fake tax stamps 

and cigarettes without tax stamps amounting to Php 60-million.

On 17 June 2019, the BOC implemented a “no contact policy” in the Accounts 

Management Office (AMO) through the Customer Care Portal System (CCPS). 

The CCPS is a web-based application designed to combat red tape and promote 

transparency and efficiency in the delivery of customs services.

The items were seized in a raid conducted by the NBI together with personnel 

from BIR Region 10, and representatives of Philip Morris Fortune Tobacco 

Corp., Japan Tobacco Inc., and IP Manila.
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In July 2019, the Department of Justice (DOJ) 

signed the 2019 Rules on Mediation in the National 

Prosecution Service. Under these rules, the civil 

aspect of all criminal complaints for Simple Theft, 

Qualified Theft, Estafa, and Criminal Negligence 

resulting in; a) damage to property, and b) violations 

of the Bouncing Checks Law, involving an amount 

not exceeding PhP200,000 — shall be referred to 

mandatory mediation.

On 13 August 2019, the BOC 

Intelligence Group (IG) 

launched “8484” text hotline, 

which allows the public to 

directly report any irregular 

transaction/s of a BOC official 

or employee as well as Brokers/ 

Importers/ Fixers and other 

entities involved in smuggling, 

bribery, illegal drugs, and other 

illegal activities.
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PEACE AND SECURITY:

Creation of a Special Defense Economic Zone Authority 

which aims to develop the government Arsenal 

Industrial Estate to attract foreign investments and 

boost in-country production of defense equipment.

From July 2016 to March 2019, 

we provided interventions 

to 28,979 recovering drug 

personalities. We also 

conducted orientation and 

training for 9,732 former illegal 

drug users to continuously 

support them in reintegrating 

into their families and 

communities to transform them 

into productive citizens.

Yakap Bayan Framework of Intervention 

was established in 2016, which provides the 

following services for former illegal drug users 

and their families:

Financial assistance, which includes educational, 

medical, and burial assistance;

Cash for Work and Food for Work;

Livelihood assistance through the Sustainable 

Livelihood Program;

Referral to TESDA skills training;

Family counselling and moral recovery or 

enhancement; and

Enrollment to the Family Drug Abuse Prevention 

Program and Special Drug Education Center.

2016
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The DND has had multiple Defense Meetings/ Agreements

The Presidential Task Force on Media Security (PTFoMS) is 

created by virtue of Administrative Order No. 1 s. 2016.

Trilateral Cooperative Arrangement [14 July 2016]

PTFoMS’ mandate is to ensure the security and protection of rights of 

all media workers. In 2018, PTFoMs created and cascaded a handbook 

on personal security measures. PTFoMS has also conducted orientation 

seminars to local Media Security Councils around the country to fully 

operationalize the PTFoMS’ mandate.

PTFoMS has also uncovered 18 previous convictions on various cases 

of media violence, bringing the total number of convictions to 49, an 

unprecedented feat in the history of the worldwide campaign against 

impunity as of January 2020.
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The President signed the Executive 

Order (EO) No. 164, s. 2017 on 21 

February 2017, declaring the 25th 

of January of every year as a Day 

of National Remembrance for the 

heroic sacrifice of the 44 uniformed 

personnel of the PNP-SAF.

The Department of National 

Defense of the Republic 

of the Philippines and the 

Ministry of Defense of the 

Czech Republic signed a 

historic Defense Cooperation 

Agreement in Prague on 29 

May 2017.

2017
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The President signed Executive Order 

(EO) No. 35, s. 2017 expanding the Order 

of Lapu-Lapu medals to further reflect the 

honor being bestowed on its recipients.

The Inter-Agency Committee on Anti-Illegal Drugs 

(ICAD) launched Rehabinasyon in June 2017.

Rehabinasyon features three components: #RealNumbers, 

#RealSolutions, and #RealStories. Under these components, initiatives 

like information dissemination, treatment of illegal drug dependents, 

livelihood programs, job security, and alternative modes of development 

will be reintroduced and implemented across the country.
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The DND has had multiple Defense Meetings/ Agreements

Philippines-Thailand signing of Terms of Reference (TOR) on the Joint Committee 

on Military Cooperation (JCMC) [17 August 2017]

Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines Trilateral Air Patrol [12 October 2017]

11th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) [23 October 2017]

PH-Russia Military-Technical Cooperation Agreement [24 October 2017]

Philippines-China Meeting on Bilateral Security Engagements [25 October 2017]

Philippines-Vietnam naval cooperation meeting [26 October 2017]
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President Duterte signed Republic Act No. 

11054 or the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) 

in July 2018, after almost two decades of peace 

negotiations between the Government and the 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). 

The Barangay Anti-Drug Abuse 

Council (BADAC) was established 

to assist law enforcement 

agencies in illegal drug clearing 

operations at the barangay level.

The BOL was ratified on January 26, 2019 after 

a successful plebiscite.

The BOL created the Bangsamoro Autonomous 

Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), which 

President Duterte formally inaugurated in 

March 2019.  

In 2018, 99.95 percent 

or 42,024 of the 42,045 

barangays nationwide had 

organized their BADACs.

2018

Through BARMM, the Bangsamoro people were empowered to achieve 

meaningful self-governance within the framework of the Philippine Constitution.
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President Duterte signed Congress Joint Resolution No. 1 in January 

2018 enabling our uniformed personnel from agencies such as the 

AFP and PNP, among others, to enjoy salary hikes.

The Comprehensive Social Benefits Program (CSBP) has been implemented 

since 2017 to provide assistance to AFP and PNP battle casualties and their 

dependents in recognition of their service to the nation.

CSBP ASSISTANCE TO AFP AND PNP BENEFICIARIES (as of May 2019)

Types of Assistance

Special Financial 
Assistance

Employment and 
Livelihood

Education

Housing

Healthcare

2,605 494

55

22

115

116

200

335

406

284

AFP Beneficiaries PNP Beneficiaries
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DOH Treatment and Rehabilitation Centers (TRCs) provided 6,082 inpatient 

services and 7,453 outpatient services, while 4,706 patients had completed the 

primary care program of the centers from January 2018 to June 2019.

In April 2018, the PDEA launched Balay 

Silangan, a reformation program that 

aims to rehabilitate surrendered drug 

personalities across the country.

As of June 2019, there were 

53 inaugurated Balay Silangan 

reformation centers nationwide, 

which catered to 740 illegal drug 

surrenderers, 449 of whom have 

graduated.
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The Bureau of Immigration (BI) implemented the new Border Control 

Information System in 2018 with fingerprint and face recognition technology for 

processing passengers entering and exiting the country’s international airports. 

The automated system speeds up processing to cope with long queues at 

immigration counters. This also significantly improves the capability to detect 

and intercept terrorists, fugitives, and undesirable aliens.

On 11 December 2018, the United States Department of Defense handed 

over the three Balangiga bells to the Department of National Defense, 

117 years after these were taken from the town of Balangiga, Eastern 

Samar and brought to the United States by American soldiers during 

the Philippine- American War in 1901.
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President Duterte signed 

Proclamation No. 489 in 

May 2018 declaring the 

Philippine Rise as a Marine 

Protected Area. 

President Duterte signed Republic 

Act No. 11053 in June 2018 to further 

strengthen the Anti-Hazing law.
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2019

President Duterte activated in April 2019 the National Task Force to 

End Local Communist Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC) with him as the 

Task Force Commander. 

Through a whole- of-nation approach, the NTF-ELCAC will effectively 

address insurgency in the country, and in turn, will be our platform for 

good governance.
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President Duterte signed Administrative Order No. 10 in April 2018 

which is the Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration Program 

(E-CLIP) to end the communist armed conflict.

Through the E-CLIP, assistance was provided to qualified former CPP-

NPA-NDF rebels and Militia ng Bayan members to provide them with the 

opportunity to become productive members of society.

The inter-agency Task Force Balik-Loob (TFBL) oversees our consolidated 

efforts to reintegrate and address the needs of the former rebels, their 

families, and communities.

E-CLIP ASSISTANCE (as of November 30, 2019)

Total No. of Former Rebels (FR) provided with benefits

Immediate Financial Assistance (P15,000/FR)

Livelihood Assistance (P50,000/FR)

Reintegration Assistance (P7,000/FR)

Firearms Remuneration
(P50,000/FR/firearm surrendered)

2,882

2,635

1,788

1,993

655
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President Duterte signed Executive Order No. 79 

s. 2019 or the Annex on Normalization under the 

Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro 

(CAB) in April 2019.

The DILG launched its Anti-Illegal Drugs Information System (AIDIS) 

in November 2019, a web-based centralized information system that 

will store relevant information and figures on the illegal drugs problem 

from the different drug agencies.

By affixing his signature to EO 79, the Chief 

Executive is sending a strong message that 

his administration is determined to sustain the 

gains and push forward the Bangsamoro peace 

process to its successful conclusion.
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The DND has had multiple Defense Meetings/ Agreements

Philippines-Vietnam Meeting [10-13 March 2019]

Philippines-Cambodia Meeting [11-14 March 2019]

Philippines-Croatia Agreement [11 April 2019]

Philippines-Japan Defense Ministerial Meeting [17 April 2019]

Philippines-Indonesia Joint Defense and Security Cooperation (JDSCC) Meeting 

[23 April 2019]
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2020

Armed Forces of the Philippines Modernization Program (AFPMP) 

BRP Jose Rizal (FF-150) and the BRP Antonio Luna (FF-151) will be 

fitted with surface-to-air and surface-to-surface missiles, torpedoes, 

launchers, and weapon systems for 4-dimensional warfare.

The BRP Jose Rizal is expected to be delivered in April 2020, and the BRP 

Antonio Luna in September 2020.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS UNDER THE AFP MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

Projects Implemented and Delivered

Projects in the Planning and Preparation 
Process prior to actual procurement

Projects in various stages of Implementation

Projects in various stages of Implementation

TOTAL PROJECTS:

TOTAL APPROVED PROJECTS:

520

156

676

56

20

76

HORIZON 1

HORIZON 2
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President Duterte also instituted PNP internal reforms to prevent 

scalawags in uniform from damaging the image of the police.

INTERNAL CLEANSING AND REFORMS OF POLICE PERSONNEL

No. of cases/ signed decisions 
involving police officers

No. of involved police officers

Dismissed from the service

Case dismissed due to 
justified reasons (lack of 
substantial evidence, lack of 
jurisdiction, etc.)

Demoted

Suspended

714 449 305 358

724 762

123 109

112 103

72 103

417 447

900 933

245 154

106 112

85

464

80

587

Jul 2016-
Dec 2016

Jan-Nov 
2019

20202017 2018
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ANTI-CRIMINALITY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

INDEX CRIMES

TOTAL CRIME 

VOLUME

600000

400000

200000

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
0

*Source: 2016-2019 MidTerm Report, DILG 2019 Year End Report, PNP Facebook Page

*Data for 2019 is only until November 2019

*Data for 2020 is up to May 12
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ANTI-CRIMINALITY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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The PNP Recovery and Wellness Program (RWP)  was established 

to help rehabilitate low-risk drug surrenderers. It provides a holistic 

approach, through medical and psycho-social means, towards the 

recovery of illegal drug surrenderers.

PNP RECOVERY AND WELLNESS PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
(July 2016-May 2019)

Number of 
Surrenderers

PNP-Initiated 
Recovery and 

Wellness Centers

PNP-Supported 
Community Centers

1,282,701 213,463 198,727 412,190

Program Graduates
Total RWP 
Graduates
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The President’s campaign on anti-illegal drugs achieved 

higher conviction rates on illegal drug cases.

#RealNumbersPH update from July 01, 2016 to January 31, 2020

ANTI-DRUG CAMPAIGN ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Anti-Drug Operations 
Conducted

Drug Personalities 
Arrested

Drug Personalities 
Who Died in Anti-
Drug operations

Value of Seized Drugs, 
CPECs and Laboratory 

Equipment

Government Workers 
Arrested in Anti-Drug 
Operations Equipment

Dismantled Dens 
and Clandestine 

Laboratories

Minors Rescued

80,683 117,385 153,851 157,275

119,023 167,135 223,851 228,678

3,968 5,104 5,563 5,601

444 621 735 742

589 1,954 2,833 2,915

179 285 506 522

5,072 9,999

 292,108 498,919 508, 364

16,053 18,284

Php 19.11 
Billion

Php 25.62 
Billion

Php 41.55    
Billion

Php 42.13
Billion

July 1, 2016-
December 

27,2017

As of
December 31, 

2018

As of 
December 31, 

2019

As of 
January 

2020

Drug-Cleared Barangays 

Surrenderers 
Reformations
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President Rodrigo Duterte signed 

the Republic Act No. 11479 on 

July 3, 2020 to prevent, prohibit, 

and penalize terrorism, thereby 

repealing Republic Act No. 9372, 

otherwise known as the “Human 

Security Act of 2007”.

On July 10, 2020, the 

commissioning of the BRP Jose 

Rizal, the country’s first missile-

frigate, was undertaken to mark 

the start of the Philippine Navy‘s 

“New Era of Development and 

Transformation” as President 

Rodrigo R. Duterte said. The 

country’s first missile-frigate 

is capable of conducting anti-

air warfare, anti-surface war, 

anti-submarine warfare, and 

electronic warfare operations.

Republic Act No. 11479 or 

“Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020”

BRP Jose Rizal Commissioning



V.  
Communications and

Technology



COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

COMMUNICATIONS:

2016

Executive Order No. 2 was signed in 2016 by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, 
establishing the Freedom of Information (FOI) program. The FOI allows the 
public to request information about government   transactions  and  operations.

In October 2016, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte signed Administrative Order 
No. 1, mandating the creation of the Presidential Task Force on Media Security 
(PTFoMS). 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

On October 2017, the PCOO 
inaugurated the newly-renovated 
Malacanang Press Briefing Room.

As of December 5, 2017, the 
e-FOI platform has received 
2,635 requests from the public 
for information.

2017

The PCOO and Japan signed a 
Memorandum of Cooperation 
on September 9, 2017 on the 
Emergency Warning Broadcasting 
System and Data Broadcasting 
of Digital Terrestrial Television 
Broadcasting.
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

A Memorandum of Agreement was signed between the PCOO and China 
Central Television (CCTV) on December 7, 2017 on the rebroadcasting of 
China Global Television Network.

On December of 2017, Communications Secretary Martin Andanar and 
Cambodian Minister of Information Khieu Kanharith signed a Memorandum 
of Cooperation to address the communication needs and challenges of both 
governments.
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

PCOO and its attached agencies also covered the 2017 Southeast 
Asian Games, where PTV was the official broadcaster.

The People’s Television Network Inc. increased its quality of 
transmission from 25,000 watts in 2016 to 55,000 watts in 2017.
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2018

The first National Information Convention was held in February 2018, gathering 
civil servants, private sector groups, and stakeholders to promote best practices in 
disseminating information and using it for the benefit of the people.

The PCOO also launched Tatak ng Pagbabago, a series of pre-SONA forums showcasing 
the achievements of the Duterte administration.

COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY
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In the 2018 Nielsen Survey, FM1 ranked #1 
among new music stations in Mega Manila, 
while RP1 ranked #6 among all AM stations in 
Mega Manila.

In 2018, the Office of the Global Media and 
Public Affairs was created, effectively opening 
the PCOO to the international media. It aims to 
serve as a channel for the foreign media to get 
access to the government, and to connect with 
its policymakers.

COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

To support President 
Duterte’s 8888 hotline, 
the Digong 8888 Hotline 
program was launched by 
the People’s Television 
Network in July 2019.

In January 2019, the PCOO launched the first National 
Anti-Illegal Drug Summit through Rehabinasyon, the 
government’s all-encompassing campaign against 
illegal drugs.

2019

Under the PCOO Office of the Global Media 
and Public Affairs, The Virtual Presser, 
PCOO’s interactive online platform for 
engaging with the international media and 
foreign audiences, was launched.
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

Dagyaw 2019, a series of Open 
Government and Participatory townhall 
meetings that spans Luzon, Visayas, 
and Mindanao, was launched.

In October 2019, Communications 
Secretary Martin Andanar turned over 
new broadcast equipment to radio 
stations nationwide as part of the Radio 
Rehab program.

The PCOO also produced GRAMO, anti-
illegal drugs campaign documentary 
that highlights the successes and the 
challenges faced by the government in 
its fight against illegal drugs.
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the PCOO organized virtual press briefings (Laging 
Handa) to keep the public informed on current matters.

In 2020, the PCOO launched the Duterte Legacy campaign to showcase the 
accomplishments of the Duterte administration halfway through President 
Duterte’s term.

2020
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

The Presidential Communications Operations Office (PCOO), in partnership 
with the Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT), 
launched the Laging Handa Unified Website in its beta version on July 20, 
2020, harmonizing all information from different sources and giving the 
general public easier access to information.
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

The Philippines jumped to the 71st spot in the 2016 E-Government 

Development Index (eGDI) rankings, all the way from the 95th spot. 

The eGDI is used to assess the capacity of national administrations 

to use ICT in delivering public services.

The National ICT Competency 

Management (NCM) Service of 

the DICT held a two-day forum 

on September 13 to 14, 2016 to 

strengthen the partnerships with 

academic institutions from both 

the government and the private 

higher education institutes.

71st

2016 E-Government Development Index (eGDI)

TECHNOLOGY:

2016
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

On 2017, the Department of Information and Communications Technology 

initiated the Pipol Konek, providing people with free wi-fi access in public 

places nationwide. As of 2017, people from Metro Manila and 47 other provinces 

can connect to 907 sites.

2017
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

As of May 2018, the DICT has provided free internet access through

Pipol Konek to approximately 2,540,618 unique devices and users, through 1,330 

live sites covering 17 regions, 58 provinces, and 394 municipalities and cities.

2018
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte signed Republic Act No. 

11202 or the Mobile Number Portability Act on February 8, 

2019. The law shall promote consumer welfare as it fosters 

the freedom to choose and to respond to quality, price, and 

other relevant considerations without the consumers having 

to change their mobile numbers whenever they change 

mobile service providers or subscription plans.

On February 21, 2019, the DICT, in partnership 

with Internet Society, launched the National ICT 

Ecosystem Framework. This shall allow the DICT to 

transform raw data to valuable information.

As of June 30, 2019, the public may now access 

the internet at 2,677 free public wi-fi stations 

nationwide through the Pipol Konek.

2019
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COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TECHNOLOGY

The Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of 

Republic Act No. 11337 or the Innovative Startup Act 

was signed on November 22, 2019. The law seeks 

to create initiatives that will provide benefits and 

incentives to startups and startup enablers in the 

country. It also aims to eliminate procedural constraints 

for businesses by streamlining government and non-

government operations.

On November 10, 2019, the Government Emergency Communications System-

Mobile Operations Vehicle for Emergency (GECS-MOVE), which serves as a rapid 

deployable emergency communications system that aims to provide ICT-enabled 

support to disaster-stricken areas in the country, was launched by the DICT.
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AND TECHNOLOGY

2020

Amidst the COVID-10 pandemic in 2020, the DICT developed the RapidPass 

system, a checkpoint solution that provides quick passage for frontliners 

and other Authorized Persons Outside of Residence (APOR) during the 

implementation of the community quarantine against the COVID-19 threat. 

The system uses QR codes to quickly identify and allow entry to an APOR 

passing through a Quarantine Control Point (QCP).

The DICT also provided technical support for the 

ReliefAgad system to assist the Department of Social 

Welfare and Development.
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VI.  
Special Actions



MARAWI SIEGE

• The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National Police (PNP) 
liberated Marawi on October 17, 2017 from armed terrorist groups in Mindanao 
fighting on behalf of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.

 ■ President Duterte declared Martial Law in Mindanao on May 23, 2017 following  
the attack of the ISIS-inspired Maute group terrorists in Marawi City. 

 ■ Martial Law was extended and ended on December 31, 2018.

• The Task Force Bangon Marawi (TFBM) was established on June 28, 2017 when 
President Duterte signed the Administrative Order (AO) No. 3 to spearhead its 
rehabilitation, as well as that of the other areas affected by the conflict.  

 ■ Under the Bangon Marawi Comprehensive Rehabilitation and Recovery 
Program, it identified various initiatives to be implemented in crisis-affected 
areas to make it peaceful, vibrant, fruitful, and resilient to the risks of conflict 
and other disasters.

SPECIAL ACTIONS
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TAAL VOLCANO ERUPTION
(as of 06 March 2020)

Within 12 January 2020, the severity of Taal Volcano’s situation escalated 
swiftly. At 2:30 PM, the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) 
- Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHILVOCS) raised 
the Taal Volcano’s Alert Level 1 (Abnormal) to Alert Level 2 (Increasing 
Unrest). At 4:00 PM, it went to Alert Level 3 (Magmatic Unrest). At 7:30 PM, 
it proceeded to Alert Level 4 (Hazardous Eruption Imminent), warning the 
public of the possibility of a hazardous explosion within days or hours. This 
led to the exposure of the public to the health risks of inhaling ash particles 

as well as injuries and other health issues. 

The Duterte Administration responded 
immediately to the imminent threat of the 
Taal Volcano’s Eruption that spewed ashes 
across various regions of Luzon, including 
Region III, Region IV-A, and the National 
Capital Region (NCR). An integrated 
approach, with most government agencies 
participating, was done to ensure the safety 
and security of the residents in the area 
surrounding the volcano. The initial goal was 
to assist and evacuate those living near the 
seven-kilometer radius and Taal Volcano 
Island (TVI), which has been categorized as 

Taal’s Permanent Danger Zone.

Following the initial responses, Resolution 
Nos. 001, signed on 13 January, and 1389, 
signed on 15 January, series of 2020, were 
promulgated declaring the government the 
State of Calamity in the whole provinces of 

Batangas and Laguna, respectively.

SPECIAL ACTIONS
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COORDINATION AND MONITORING:

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council (NDRRMC) spearheaded the constant activation 
of emergency alert and warning messages, volcano 
and earthquake bulletin, advisories, updates, and other 
information dissemination, agency coordination, and 

situation monitoring and reporting, among others.

The Presidential Communications 
Operations Office and other 
attached agencies disseminated 
health, precautionary, and 
information relevant to the 
Taal Volcano Eruption. Apart 
from information dissemination, 
monitoring and coordination were 
undertaken alongside relevant 
government agencies tasked in 
assisting the public.
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HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RESPONSE:

The Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) and 
other relevant government agencies constantly conducted 
and activated regional operations, and regional disaster 

monitoring and reporting systems, among others.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) carried out constant aerial 
surveys and inspections, inter-
agency coordination and monitoring, 

and data report promulgation.

The relevant Local Government Units 
(LGUs), with the assistance from the 
AFP, Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), 
Bureau of Fire Protection (BFP), 
Department of Education (DepEd), 
and Philippine National Police (PNP), 
among others, led the rescue and 
custodial protection of individuals 
affected by the Taal Volcano 
Eruption. Force, personnel, and asset 
augmentation were delivered to carry 
out humanitarian assistance, disaster 
responses, and operation plans, such 
as OPLAN PAGHALASA and OPLAN 
LISTO, within and in neighbouring 
areas, provinces, cities, and regions 

surrounding the volcano. 



SPECIAL ACTIONS

The Department of Education (DepEd) immediately converted 
school classrooms into evacuation centers to cater to the influx of 

people being evacuated affected by the eruption.

On the other hand, the Department 
of Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) activated its 24/7 Task 
Force immediately. While the PNP 
activated its National Disaster 
Operations Center (NDOC) and 
Reactionary Standby Support 
Force (RSSF), IMPLAN SAKLOLO, 
and Deployed Search and 
Rescue Teams. The Public Health 
Emergency Operations Center 
(PHEOC), Incident Command 
Center (ICS) Taal, and Logistics 
Mapping and Regional Operations 
Center were organized by the 

Department of Health (DOH). 
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As 191,952 affected families 
covering 736,802 persons from 
Region III, Region IV-A, and NCR, 
staying in both evacuation centers 
and living outside of evacuation 
centers, have been recorded, the 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD), 
DOH, Department of Agriculture 
(DA), among others, were in 
constant assistance throughout 
the calamity. Augmentation of 
medical supplies and assistance, 
such as N95 masks, collapsible 
jerry cans, eye drops, and water 
disinfectants, medical check-ups, 
and health advisory dissemination 

were done. 

The DSWD distributed both food and non-
food items while undertaking regional and 

provincial quick response actions.

THE COST OF ASSISTANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT TOTALLED TO

IN RESPONSE TO THE TAAL VOLCANO ERUPTION.

P208,496,865.27
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GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE ALLOCATION

On 06 March 2020, Alert Level 2 (Increasing Unrest) was maintained in Taal Volcano. 

Entry to Taal Volcano Island, Taal’s Permanent Danger Zone, remains strictly 

prohibited. Continuous close monitoring of taal volcano’s activity and development. 

Constant assessment of areas within the seven-kilometer radius for damages and road 

accessibilities to strengthen preparedness, contingency, and communication measures 

in case of renewed unrest. Constant advisories given to people to observe precautions 

due to ground displacement across fissures, frequent ashfall, and minor earthquakes. 

Constant advisories to aircraft pilots to avoid flying close to the volcano due to airborne 

ash and ballistic fragments from sudden explosions and wind-remobilized ash.

OTHERS
2.7%

10.2%

38.5%

19.6%

10.6%

18.4%

DSWD

LGUs

DOH

DA

DepEd
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MAJOR DISASTER RESPONSES: POST-DISASTER RESPONSES:

1. Mandatory Mass Evacuation in 
Susceptible Barangays
2. Conversion of Classrooms to 
Evacuation Centers
3. Road Closures
4. Suspension of Air Travels
5. Suspension of Classes and Work
6. Distribution of Food and
Non-Food Items
7. Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management and Internally Displaced 
Persons Protection
8. Medical, Nutrition, Psychosocial, and 
other health-related assistance
9. Search, Rescue, and Retrieval
10. Logistical Procurement, Donation, 
and Augmentation
11. Emergency Telecommunications
12. Management of Dead and Missing

1. Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management and Internally Displaced 
Persons Protection
2. Medical, Nutrition, Psychosocial, 
and other health-related assistance
3. Emergency Telecommunications
4. Management of Dead and Missing
5. TESDA Skills Training
6. DOLE Emergency Hiring
7. Cash Loans and Subsidies for 
Entrepreneurship and Loss of Property
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SPECIAL ACTIONS

On January 30, 2020, the Department of Health (DOH) confirmed the existence 
of COVID-19 in the Philippines, the subject of which is a female Chinese national. 
Approximately two months later, the fifth case of COVID-19 in the country was deemed 
to be the first case of local transmission of the said virus, after a successful verification 
from the Bureau of Immigration showed that the said patient does not have recent 
international travel history.

Due to the above mentioned circumstances, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte has placed 
the entire country under a State of Public Health Emergency. Subsequently, the country 
has reached the Alert Level 4 Code Red Sub-level 2, the highest level among COVID-19 
Alert Level System, due to a confirmation of local transmission of COVID-19. These 
measures manifested the need to limit the movement of people to further contain the 
spread of the virus, thereby safeguard the entire population.

On the evening of March 16, 2020, President Duterte gave the directive to place the 
entire Luzon under enhanced community quarantine (ECQ), effective the next day, 
12:00 AM of March 17, 2020. The ECQ was further extended until May 15, 2020 due to 
various factors such as the COVID-19 case doubling rate, government capacity, among 
others. However, the government is not only considering the health of the public, but 
also their holistic needs, which factored in economic conditions and other factors for 
their survival.

COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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1.  Implementation of the Republic Act (R.A.) 11469 or the ’Bayanihan to Heal As One’ 
Act, which gave President Rodrigo Roa Duterte the emergency powers needed to 
mitigate the impact of COVID-19 and streamline government processes in support of 
those initiatives.

2.   Assistance for the vulnerable sectors of the society through the Social Amelioration 
Program (SAP), through the following agencies:

Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) , Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE), Department of Agriculture (DA).

Republic Act (R.A.) 11469 or the ’Bayanihan to Heal As One’ Act
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P24.4 BILLION

P101,484,052,400.00

Under Social Amelioration Program 
(1st Tranche) Updates as of June 29, 2020

Under Social Amelioration Program (2nd 
Tranche) Updates as of July 20, 2020

Amount Distributed:

Amount Distributed:

Beneficiaries:

Beneficiaries:

4Ps Beneficiaries:

4Ps Beneficiaries:

3.5 million families

17,65,872 million 
beneficiaries

1.3 million 
beneficiaries

4,241,392 million 
beneficiaries
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BarangayKoBahayKo Program (TUPAD #BKBK) 
Updates as of June 2, 2020

CAMP - Abot-Kamay at Pagtulong (AKAP) Program

The COVID-19 Adjustment Measures Program (CAMP) has 
enabled 657,201 workers to Receive P5,000.00 one-time cash 
assistance, which amounted to a total of P3,286,005,000.

DOLE has also released financial assistance to 136,972 
(OFWs), amounting to P1,402,000,000.

As of July 9, 2020, DOLE has assisted 194,187 OFW 
beneficiaries under the government’s AKAP Program.

Distributed financial assistance to 337,198 
target displaced workers, which amounts to 

P1,263,984,262.00

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT (DOLE) 
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As of May 29, 2020, DA’s Financial Subsidy for Rice Farmers (FSRF) Program has 
released P2,956,000,000 to 591,246 rice farmer-beneficiaries. The FSRF seeks to 
mitigate the impact of the pandemic to rice farmer-beneficiaries, who are tilling less 
than one (1) hectare of land.

As of July 22, 2020, DA has released more than P2.6 billion worth of loans under the 
Expanded SURE Aid and Recovery Project for micro and small enterprises (MSEs), and 
small, marginal farmers and fishers adversely affected by the quarantine measures due 
to the coronavirus disease 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (DA)

DA has transferred a total of P849.593 million to partner lending institutions for this 
program, serving 64 agri-fishery micro and small enterprises (MSEs) out of the target 
150 MSEs, with a total of P467.35 million worth of loans so far. For the second tranche 
distribution of SAP assistance, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) will be tapped to expedite the method of distribution. 
Various online payment channels will also be integrated to the current payout system 
to hasten the process.

3. Creation of the National Task Force (NTF) against 
COVID-19, which implemented the National Action Plan 
(NAP) on COVID-19

Chief Implementer: Presidential Adviser on Peace, 
Reconciliation, and Unity (PAPRU) Secretary Carlito Galvez 
Jr.
Deputy Chief Implementer: Bases Conversion and 
Development Authority (BCDA) Secretary Vivencio “Vince” 
Dizon

4. Mobilized the Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging 
Infectious Diseases (IATF-EID) to formulate policies and other targeted 
measures against COVID-19 for the approval of President Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte.

Chairperson: Department of Health (DOH) Secretary Francisco Duque III
Co-Chairperson: Cabinet Secretary Karlo Alexei Nograles
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AS OF JULY 21, 2020

NATIONAL ACTION PLAN (NAP) ON COVID-19

251

COVID-19 Hospital Capacity

COVID-19 Testing Capacity

Individuals Tested

As of  July 19, 2020, there are a total of 1,358 ICU Beds, 14,238 
Isolation and Ward Beds, and 1,988 Mechanical Ventilator Units.

As of July 21, 2020, the Philippines is capable of conducting 
24,000 tests daily.

As of July 21, 2020, there have been 1,131,800 million total 
individuals tested for COVID-19. 

Contact Tracing

As of July 15, 2020, there are at least 4,818 contact tracing teams 
across the country which are composed of 65,574 members 
to contribute to the Test, Treat, and Track (T3) Strategy of the 
Duterte Administration.

Temporary Treatment and Monitoring Facilities (TTMFs)

Accredited Testing Centers (RT-PCR and GenExpert Laboratories)

As of July 20, 2020, there are 8,959 Temporary Treatment and 
Monitoring Facilities to accommodate COVID-19 suspect, probable, 
and confirmed patients.

As of July 21, 2020, there are 68 licensed RT-PCR (reverse 
transcription-polymerase chain reaction) laboratories and 23 
licensed GeneXpert laboratories.

Mega LIGTAS COVID-19 Centers

As of July 20, 2020, there are 14 Mega LIGTAS COVID-19 Centers to 
accommodate COVID-19 suspect, probable, and confirmed patients.
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President Rodrigo Duterte signed the Administrative Order No. 31, s. 2020 
on June 15, 2020 stating that National Government Agencies (NGAs) and 
Government-Owned and -Controlled Corporations (GOCCs) are hereby 
authorized to grant their respective volunteer personnel who are deployed 
for work in the Mega Swabbing Facilities (MSFs) and other designated 
swabbing and test results processing facilities, located in any areas under 
any form of ECQ or GCQ, a COVID-19 Duty Allowance in an amount not 
exceeding the sum of P500 per day plus a maximum of 25% of monthly 
basic salary (MBS) per person.



VII.  
Philippine Outlook Under the

Duterte Administration



2016

PULSE ASIA RESEARCH

SOCIAL WEATHER STATIONS SURVEY

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte begins his term with a

showing that an overwhelming majority of Filipinos 

believe in him. (July 2016)

91%

86%

83%

TRUST RATING

trust and approve the 
performance of President 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte

of Filipinos trust President 
Rodrigo Duterte in the 3rd 
Quarter 2016 SWS survey

86% of adult Filipinos trust and approve 

the performance of President Rodrigo Roa 

Duterte in his first three months in office.

(October 2016)

83% of adult Filipinos trust (+76 

net trust rating or excellent) 

President Rodrigo Duterte in the 

3rd Quarter 2016 SWS survey. 

OUTLOOK
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2017

WORLD BANK 

JAPAN CREDIT RATING AGENCY

The World Bank projects the economic growth of 

the Philippines to expand at 6.8% in 2017 as export 

and growth of private consumption remained strong. 

(July 2017)

The Japan Credit Rating Agency (JRC) affirmed 

the country’s BBB+ rating and stable outlook 

for both Foreign and Local Currency Long-term 

Issuer Rating, which reflects the country’s high 

level of economic growth with the expansion of 

domestic demand, a strong resilience to external 

shocks supported by declining external debt and 

accumulation of foreign exchange reserves, and 

continued reduction of government debt burden. 

(July 2017) 

OUTLOOKOUTLOOK
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OUTLOOK

FITCH RATINGS

Fitch ratings raised the Philippines’ long-

term foreign currency-denominated debt 

one level to BBB with a stable outlook 

due to President Rodrigo Duterte’s solid 

economic plans, which include a tax 

reform that will strengthen the country’s 

fiscal outlook. (December 2017)

CREDIT SUISSE

Credit Suisse, a leading financial services 

company, upgraded its 2017 economic growth 

forecast for the Philippines, expecting the 

country’s GDP to grow faster at 6.1% instead of 

just 6%. (August 2017)
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HENLEY PASSPORT

The 2018 Henley Passport Index reported that the Philippines improved 

its rank to 72, climbing 3 places from previous year’s rank of 75th. The 

country now enjoys visa-free to 63 countries. (January 2018)

Filipino passport holders can 
now enjoy visa-free to 63 
countries

The Mastercard Asia-Pacific consumer confidence survey showed that the 

Philippines has the highest optimism level among its Asian neighbors, 

garnering 94.5 points. According to the survey, the high level of optimism in 

emerging markets is driven by infrastructure investments that will generate 

more job opportunities and push for greater inclusive economic growth.

(January 2018) 

2018

MASTERCARD
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OUTLOOK

BUSINESS MONITOR INTERNATIONAL (BMI) 

The BMI Research, a unit of the Fitch Group, 

reported that it has moved up its gross domestic 

product (GDP) projection for the Philippines 

to 6.5% from the previous projection of 6.3%. 

BMI Research attributed the positive outlook 

on the country’s economy to government 

consumption and fixed capital formation 

as a result of the Duterte Administration’s 

expansionary fiscal policy. (May 2018)

Dutch financial giant, ING Bank, set the 

country’s economic growth at 6.9% for the 

first quarter due to increase in government 

spending while the country’s full-year GDP 

growth was projected to improve at 6.8%.

(May 2018)

6.3% GDP 

6.5% GDP 

ING BANK

GRANT THORTON INTERNATIONAL

Philippines 
tops the 
Women in 
Business 
2018

The Grant Thornton International reported that the 

Philippines tops the Women in Business 2018 having the 

most number of women executives. The report reveals 

that 46.58% of Filipino women in the workplace hold 

senior management roles, a proportion that is way above 

the global average of 24.14%. The report attributed the 

country’s top ranking to non-discriminatory policies for 

recruitment, paid parental leave, and flexible hours as 

among the practices. (March 2018)
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The Philippines maintains its ‘BBB’ rating 

with a Stable Outlook for Long-Term 

Foreign-Currency Issuer Default Rating 

(IDR), according to the latest report of the 

Fitch Ratings. The report also expressed a 

positive outlook stating that the country 

will sustain its place among the fastest 

growing economies in the Asia-Pacific 

region as domestic demand is seen to grow 

by 6.8% in 2019 and 2020. (July 2018)

According to debt watcher Standard & Poor (S&P) Global Ratings, the country is well 

poised to achieve a growth rate of 6.5% over the next few years. S&P attributed this to the 

country’s very favorable demographics composed of effective and young Filipino work 

force. S&P also took note of the Duterte administration’s “Build, Build, Build” program 

along with its stable fiscal and monetary policies to boost the country’s potential growth. 

S&P also considered the implementation of the Tax Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion 

Act (TRAIN) as a factor in improving the country’s public finances and balancing growth.

(July 2018)

STANDARD & POOR GLOBAL RATINGS

FITCH RATINGS
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The World Economic Forum (WEF)’s Global Gender Gap Index placed the Philippines 

as the most gender equal nation in Asia. The country received high Global Gender 

Gap scores in the areas of education attainment (ranked #1), political empowerment 

(ranked #13), and economic participation and opportunity (ranked #14). These findings 

highlight the government’s commitment to give Filipino women the recognition that 

they properly deserve, particularly their contributions in the home, in the workplace, 

in the community, and in nation building. (December 2018) 

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 

Philippines as the most gender 
equal nation in asia
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2019

TRANSPARENCY  INTERNATIONAL

The Philippines’ ranking found a new record-low of 38% families 
considering themselves as poor on the first quarter of 2019. This 
is 12 points below the 50% in December 2018. (First Quarter 2019)

SOCIAL WEATHER STATIONS SURVEY

In the 2018 Global Corruption Index of the Transparency 
International, the Philippines ranking significantly 
improved from

111th to
 99th PLACE

garnering the highest score since 2013. 

As of March 2019, 44% of Filipinos are “very happy” 
with life, a 5-percent increase from the 39% in 
December 2018. of Filipinos are 

very happy

44%

of filipinos satisfied with the 
performance of Rodrigo R. 

Duterte as presidenT

80%80% of Filipinos satisfied (+68 net 
satisfaction rating or very good) 
with the performance of Rodrigo 
R. Duterte as President (Second 
Quarter 2019) 
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President Rodrigo Duterte 
satisfaction rating reached a 
record-high of 82% of adult 
Filipinos satisfied with his 
work performance

STANDARD & POOR GLOBAL RATINGS

International debt watcher Standard & Poor (S&P) Global upgraded 
the country’s credit rating from “BBB” to “BBB+” with a “stable” 
outlook, noting the above-average economic growth, healthy 
external position, and sustainable public finance of the Philippines. 

HSBC

According to the 2019 HSBC Expat’s 
annual survey, the Philippines climbed the 
rankings from 26th place in 2018 to 24th 
best place to live and work, in terms of 
living, career opportunity, and family life. 
(July 2019) 

ABOVE AVERAGE
ECONOMIC GROWTH

26th

24th

BEST PLACE TO 
LIVE AND WORK

262



OUTLOOKOUTLOOK

PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHORITY

In the 2019 World Talent Ranking 
released by the International Institute 
for Management Development (IMD), 
the Philippines climbed 6 places 
to 49th from 55th in 2018 among 
63 countries around the world. The 
Philippines improved in the areas of 
availability of skilled labor, availability 
of language skills, level of motivation 
of workforce, percentage of graduate 
in Sciences, prioritization of employee 
training, and availability of competent 
senior managers. (November 2019) 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR MANAGEMENT 
DEVELOPMENT (IMD)

As of July 2019, the employment rate in the Philippines is 
estimated at 94.6%. Among the employed persons, 57.8% 
are in the services sector, 23.5% are in agriculture, and 
18.7% are in the industry sector. (July 2019) 

EMPLOYMENT
RATE

94.6%

World Talent Ranking

49th

55th
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HENLEY PASSPORT

STARTUPBLINK

StartupBlink, the world’s most comprehensive startup ecosystem map 
and research center, ranked the Philippines among top 20 innovating 
cities and countries  in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic. (April 2020)

Filipino Passport Holders can 
now travel to 20 countries in 
Asia, 20 in Africa, 10 in Oceania, 
6 in Carribbean, 8 in America 

and 4 in the Middles East 
visa-free

The Philippines placed 76th in the 2020 Henley Passport Index, up 
a notch from 2019. Philippine passport holders can now travel to 20 
countries in Asia, 20 in Africa, 10 in Oceania, 6 in the Caribbean, 8 in 
America, and 4 in the Middle East visa-free (including visa on arrival 

and electronic travel authority. (January 2020) 

INNOVATING COUNTRY 
IN RELATION TO THE 

COVID-19

2020
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STANDARD & POOR GLOBAL RATINGS

CEO MAGAZINE

Based on the “Global Crisis Perceptions” index released by insights 
firms Blackbox Research and Toluna, Filipinos said that they are 
satisfied with the performance of President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
administration when it comes to handling the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19). The Philippines ranked eighth in the list of 23 nations 
where citizens assessed their government’s COVID-19 containment 
measures using four key indicators, which include national political 
leadership, corporate leadership, community, and media. (May 2020) 

S&P Global Ratings maintained its BBB+ long-
term credit rating for the Philippines with a 
stable outlook. The country’s rating strength 
lies in its external position, the peso’s stability, 
and the increase in the dollar reserves during 

the crisis.(May 2020)

According to CEO Magazine, the Philippines was ranked as the 
seventh best country in the world to do business for 2020, considering 
corruption, freedom, workforce, investor protection, infrastructure, 
taxes, quality of life, red tape, and technological readiness. (May 2020)

BLACKBOX RESEARCH AND TOLUNA




